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the  Reader  why  the  follow - 
tng  Sheets  are  published  at 
this  Time ,  we  being  all  but 
too  jujlly  apprifed  of  the 
Danger  there  may  be7  of  wanting  thofe 
Helps ,  which  are  here  intended  to  be  fup~ 
plied ,  as  far  as  fetch  Means  as  thefe  can 
do  it . 

THE  Treatife  of  Dr .  Hodges  con¬ 
tains  the  be  si  Account  of  the  late  Fife  tat  ion 
fy  a  Plague  here  m  England^  of  any  hi- 


may  be  needlefs  to  acquaint 
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therto  extant  ;  and  though  fome  Readers 
may  indeed  obferve ,  that  the  Enthuftaflick 
Strain  of  the  preceeding  Times  very  much 
hurts  his  Style  and  Perfpicuity ;  fuch  an 
Influence  had  the  Spirit  of  Delufion  even 
over  Matters  of  Science :  However ,  the 
mo  Ft  affeffed  Peculiarities  and  Luxuriancies 
of  that  kind  are  here  avoided i 

W  HA  T  is  hereunto  added ,  hath  been 
partly  extracted  from  Papers  wrote  fome  Tears 
ago ,  and  partly  put  together  flnce  our  prefent 
Apprehenfions  from  Abroad .  The  Enumera¬ 
tion  of  fo  many  Caufes  of  a  Pefl Hence ,  or 
like  Changes ,  di  hive  no  Relation  to  the 
prefent  Cafe ,  may  to  fome  perhaps  feem 
fuperfluous  ;  but  my  De(ign  hereby ,  was  only 
the  better  to  inculcate  a  right  Under flan  ding 
of  a  Contagion,  which  is  the  Ufl  Confe - 
quence ,  and  highefl  Degree  of  Aggravation 
they  ape  capable  of  rifing  to ;  and  gradually 
to  lead  PerfonS ,  not  vbell  dccufldmed  to  fuch 
Matter sp  from  the  more  obvious 9  to  the  more 
fee  ret  Means  of  bringing  fuch  terrible  Ghan~ 
ges  into  our  Conflitutions • 

WHAT 
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WHAT  relates  to  fuck  precautionary 
Means  for  our  Security  again jl  the  prefent 
Infection  now  Abroad 7  as  concern  the  Magi- 
ftrate,  I  have  prefumed  to  fay  but  very 
little  to  ;  becaufe  I  underjland  fuch  In  ft  ructi¬ 
ons  are  novo  waited  for  from  a  very  great 
and  able  Phyfician:  But9  with  Submiffion 
to  the  wijefty  I  cannot  but  repeat  it 
here  again ,  that  no  humane  Means  feems 
more  abfolutely  neceffaryy  than  to  remove  the 
InfeCted  immediately  upon  their  Seizure^ 
out  of  all  great  Towns ,  and  provide  for 
their  due  Support  in  ad  Things ,  in  open 
Country  Places ;  for  the  Diftemper  becomes 
not  infectious  till  fame  Time  After  Seizure . 

AS  for  what  every  Per  fan  may  do  for 
his  private  Safety ,  I  have  given  feveral 
additional  Hints ,  either  fuller  or  plainer 
than  Dr.  Hodges  hath  done .  And  becaufe 
his  Antidotes  and  precautionary  Medicines 
are  now  obfolete,  and  not  by  much  fa  elegant 
or  eafte  to  be  procured ,  as  the  prefent  Pra¬ 
ctice  and  Shops  do  fupply ,  I  have  added  fame 
Formula  to  be  complied  withy  or  altered \ 

as 
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ms  different  Exigencies 7  and  better  Judges 

t  *r 

may  think  ft. 

I F  the  Reader  fhould  he  curious  enough 
to  note  any  Incorreffneffes  of  Style ,  or  Ty~ 
pographical  Errors ,  he  is  defired  to  excufi 
then*)  from  the  great  Hurry  which  thefe  Sheets 
pa  (fed  through  the  Prefi  in ,  although  there 
hath  been  as  much  Care  taken  to  prevent 
either ,  as  fo  much  Hajl  with  which  they  were 
called  for  would  admit  of. 

r  •  ’  1  .  > 
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SECTION  I. 

Of  the  Rife  and  Progref  of  the  late 

V  L  A  ui  U  Ei 

H  E  Plague  which  we  are  now 
to  give  an  Account  of;  di£» 
covered  the  Beginnings  of  its 
future  Cruelties,  about  the 
Clofe  of  the  Year  1664  ;  for 
at  that  Seafon  two  or  three  Perfons  died 
fuddenly  in  one  Family  at  Weftminfter ,  at- 

B  tended 
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fended  with  like  Symptoms,  that  mani- 
feflly  declared  their  Origin :  Hereupon 
lome  timorous  Neighbours,  under  Appre- 
henfions  of  a  Contagion,  removed  into  the 
City  of  London ,  who  unfortunately  carried 
along  with  them  the  peftilential  Taint ; 
whereby  that  Difeafe,  which  was  before 
in  its  Infancy,  in  a  Family  or  two,  fud- 
denly  got  Strength*  and  fpread  Abroad 
its  fatal  Poifons}  and  meerly  for  Want  of 
confining  the  Perfons  flrffc  feized  with  it, 
the  whole  City  was  in  a  little  Time  irre¬ 
coverably  infe&ed.  Not  unlike  what  hap¬ 
pened  the  Year  following,  when  a  final! 
Spark,  from  an  unknown  Caufe,  for  Want 
of  timely  Care,  increafed  to  fuch  a  Flame* 
that  neither  the  Tears  of  the  People,  nor 
the  Profufion  of  their  Thames ,  could  ex- 
tinguifh ;  and  which  laid  Waft  the  greater 
Part  of  the  City  in  three  Days  Time: 
And  therefore  as  there  happens  to  be 
no  great  Difference  between  thefe  two 
grievous  Calamities,  this  Mention  of  them: 
together  may  not  be  improper  }  and  the 
more  efpecially,  becaufe  by  a  like  irrefifl- 
able  Fate  from  a  Fever  and  a  Conflagra¬ 
tion,  both  the  Inhabitants  and  their  Houfes 
were  reduc’d  to  Allies. 


BUT 
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BUT  as  loon  as  it  was  rumoured  ai 
itiongfi:  the  common  People,  who  are 
always  enough  aftoniflied  at  any  Thing 
new,  that  the  Plague  was  in  the  City, 
it  is  impoffible  to  relate  what  Accounts 
were  ipread  of  its  Fatality,  and  well  were 
it,  had  not  the  Prefages  been  fo  ominous  - 
every  one  predicted  its  future  Devaluations, 
and  they  terrified  each  other  with  Re¬ 
membrances  of  a  former  Peffiience;  for 
it  was  a  received  Notion  amongft  the 
common  People,  that  the  Plague  vifited 
1 England  once  in  Twenty  Years }  as  if  after 
a  certain  Interval,  by  fome  inevitable  Ne- 
ceffity,  it  mult  return  again.  But  although 
this  Conceit,  how  well  ioever  juftify’d  by 
pall  Experiences,  did  not  fo  much  obtain 
with  Perfons  of  more  Judgment,  yet  this 
*  tnay  be  affirmed,  that  it  greatly  contri- 
butedj  among#  the  Populace,  both  to  pro¬ 
pagate  and  inflame  the  Contagion,  by  the 
htrong  Impreffions  it  made  upon  their 
Minds. 

AND  thefe  frightful  Apprehenfions  were 
not  a  little  increafed  by  the  Predidions 
of  Aftrologers,  from  the  Conjundions  of 
Stars,  and  the  Appearances  of  Comets  ^ 

B  2  for 
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fqr  although  but  little  Regard  was  given 
to  fiich  Things  by  Perfons  of  Thought, 
yet  Experience  daily  fhewed,  what  In¬ 
fluence  they  had  with  the  meaner  Sort, 
whofe  Spirits  being  manifefty  funk  by  fuch 
Fears,  rendered  their  ConftitutionS  lefs 
able  to  refift  the  Contagion.  Whofoever 
duly  confiders  it,  can  never  imagine  that 
this  Peftilence  had  its  Origin  from  any 
Conjunction  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter ,  in  Sagi- 
tarim  on  the  Tenth  of  O&ober ,  or  from  a 
Conjunction  of  Saturn  and  Mars  in  the  fame 
Sign  on  the  Ttvelfth  of  November ,  which 
was  the  common  Opinion }  for  all  the 
Good  that  happens  during  the  like  Con- 
junctions  is  aiiignable  to  the  fame  Caufes. 

THE  like  Judgment  is  to  be  made  of 
Comets,  how  terrible  foever  they  may  be 
in  their  AfpeCts,  and  whether  they  are 
produced  in  the  higher  Regions  from  a 
Conglomeration  of  many  Stars,  and  return¬ 
ing  at  certain  Periods  \  or  whether  they 
are  lower,  and  the  Production  of  fulphu- 
reous  Exhalations,  kindled  in  our  own 
Atmofphere  ;  For  there  is  nothing  ftrange 
in  the  Accenfion  of  heterogeneous  Particles 
into  a  Flame,  upon  their  rapid  Occurfions 
and  Colliflous  againft  each  other,  how  foever 
*  terrible 
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terrible  the  Tracks  of  fuch  Light  may  be 
circumftanced.  The  People  therefore  were 
frightned  without  Reafon  at  fuch  Things, 
and  the  Mifchief  was  much  more  in  the 
Predictions  of  the  Star-Gazers,  than  in 
the  Stars  themfelves  :  Nothing  could  how¬ 
ever  conquer  thele  fad  Impreffions,  fo 
powerful  were  they  amongft  the  Populace, 
who  anticipated  their  unhappy  Fate  with 
their  Fears,  and  precipitated  their  own 
Dehruftion* 

BUT  to  pafs  by  Things  of  lefs  Mo¬ 
ment,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  a  very 
hard  FroR  let  in  on  December ,  which  con¬ 
tinued  three  Months,  and  leemed  greatly 
to  deaden  the  Contagion,  and  very  few 
died  during  that  Seafon-  although  even 
then  it  was  not  extinguished,  for  in  the 
Middle  of  Chrifimas  Holy-days,  I  was  called 
to  a  Young-Man  ip  a  Fever,  who  after 
two  Days  Courle  of  alexiterial  Medicines, 
had  two  Rilings  about  the  Bignefs  of  a 
Nutmeg  broke  out,  one  on  each  Thigh  • 
upon  Examination  of  which,  I  loon  dif* 
covered  the  Malignity,  both  from  their 
black  Hue,  and  the  Circle  round  them, 
and  pronounced  it  to  be  the  Plague }  in 
which  Opinion  I  was  afterwards  confirmed 
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by  fubfequent  Symptoms,  although  by 
God's  Bleifing  the  Patient  recovered. 

THIS  Cafe  I  infert,  both  to  fhew  that 
this  Seafon  did  rnot  wholly  deftroy  the 
Diftemper,  although  it  greatly  retrained 
it;  but  upon  the  Froft  breaking,  the  Con¬ 
tagion  got  Ground,  and  gradually  got  out 
of  its  Confinements ;  like  a  Flame  that 
for  fome  Time  feems  fmother’d,  and  fud. 
denly  breaks  out  with  aggravated  Fury. 

A  S  foon  as  the  Magiftracy,  to  whom 
belonged  the  publick  Care,  faw  how  the 
Contagion  daily  increaled,  and  had  now 
extended  it  felf  to  leveral  Parifhes,  an 
Order  was  immediately  iffued  out  to  ihut 
up  all  the  infefted  Houfes,  that  neither 
Relations  nor  Acquaintance  might  unwarily 
receive  it  from  them,  and  to  keep  the 
infetled  from  carrying  it  about  with 
them. 

BUT  whether  this  Method  proved  of 
Service  or  not,  is  to  this  Day  doubtful, 
and  much  difputed ;  but  it  is  my  Bufmefs 
here  however  to  adhere  to  Fafts,  and  re¬ 
late  the  Arguments  on  both  Sides  with  all 
polfiblg  Impartiality. 
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3  N  Order  whereunto,  it  is  to  be  obferv'd, 
that  a  Law  was  made  for  marking  the 
Houles  of  infefted  Perfons  with  *  a  Red 
-Crofs,  having  with  it  this  Subfcription^ 
LORD  HAVE  MERCY  UPON  US: 
And  that  a  Guard  fhould  there  continually 
attend,  both  t©  hand  to  the  Sick  the  Ne- 
celfaries  of  Food  and  Medicine,  and  t© 
reiirain  them  from  coming  Abroad  until 
Forty  Days  after  their  Recovery.  But 
although  the  Lord  Mayor  and  all  inferior 
Officers  readily  and  effeRually  put  thefe 
Orders  in  Execution,  yet  it  was  to  no 
Purpofe,  for  the  Plague  more  and  more 
increafed  ^  and  the  Confter nation  of  thole 
who  were  thus  feparated  from  all  Society, 
nnlefs  with  the  infe&ed,  was  inexpreffible ; 
and  the  difmal  Apprehenlions  it  laid  them 
under,  made  them  but  an  ealier  Prey  to 
the  devouring  Enemy.  And  this  Seclulion 
was  on  this  Account  much  the  more  in¬ 
tolerable,  that  if  a  frelh  Perlbn  was  feized 
in  the  fame  Houfe  but  a  Day  before  ano¬ 
ther  had  finillied  the  Quarantine,  it  was  to 
be  performed  over  again  *,  which  occafioifd 
fuch  tedious  Confinements  of  lick  and  well 
together,  that  fometimes  caufed  the  Lofs 
of  the  whole, 

pUT 
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BUT  what  greatly  contributed  to  the 
Lofs  of  People  thus  feut  up,  was  the 
wicked  Practices  of  Nurfes  (for  they  are 
not  to  he  mention’d  but  in  the  moft  bitter 
Terms)  :  Thefe  Wretches,  out  of  Greedi- 
pefs  to  plunder  the  Dead,  would  Prang le 
their  Patients,  and  charge  it  to  the  Di~ 
Temper  in  their  Throats  *,  others  would 
fecretly  convey  the  peftilential  Taint  from 
Sores  of  the  infefled  to  thofe  who  were  well  \ 
and  nothing  indeed  deterred  thefe  aban¬ 
doned  Mifcreants  from  profecuting  their 
avaritious  Purpofes  by  all  the  Methods 
their  Wickednefs  could  invent  \  who,  al¬ 
though  they  were  without  Witneffes  to 
accufe  them,  yet  it  is  not  doubted  but 
divine  Vengeance  will  overtake  fuch  wicked 
Barbarities  with  due  Punifement :  Nay, 
feme  were  remarkably  Truck  from  Heaven 
in  the  Perpetration  of  their  Crimes,  and 
one  particularly  among#  many,  as  fee  was 
leaving  the  Hpufe  of  a  Family,  all  dead, 
loaded  with  her  Robberies,  fell  down  dead 
under  her  Burden  in  the  Streets, :  And  the 
Cafe  of  a  worthy  Citizen  was  very  re- 
mar  3r  able,  who  being  fufpe£led  dying  by 
his  Nurfe,  was  before-hand  dripped  by 
her  j  but  recovering  again,  he  came  a  fecond 

Time, 
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Time  into  the  World  naked.  And  fo 
many  were  the  Artifices  of  thefe  barba¬ 
rous  Wretches,  that  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
Pofterity  will  take  Warning  how  they  truft 
them  again  in  like  Cafes  ;  and  that  their 
paft  Impunities  will  not  be  a  Means  of 
bringing  on  us  again  t}ie  like  Judgment. 

MOREOVER,  this  fhuttlng  up  infefted 
Houfes,  made  the  Neighbours  fly  from 
theirs,  who  other  wife  might  have  been  a 
Help  to  them  on  many  Accounts;  and  I 
verily  believe  that  many  who  were  loft 
might  have  now  been  alive,  had  not  the 
tragical  Mark  upon  their  Door  drove  pro¬ 
per  A  finances  from  them. 

^  AND  this  is  confirmed  by  the  Ex¬ 
amples  of  other  peftilential  Contagions, 
which  have  been  qbferved  not  to  ceafe, 
until  the  Doors  of  the  Sick  were  fet  open, 
and  they  had  the  Privilege  of  going 
Abroad;  of  the  fame  Authority  is  the 
Cuftom  of  other  Nations,  who  have  due 
Regard  to  that  Liberty  that  is  neceffary 
for  the  Cpmforts  both  of  Body  and  Mind. 

IT  now  remains  that  we  take  Notice 

<  * 

of  all  that  is  pf  any  Weight  on  the  other 

Side  ; 
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Side;  -as  therefore  it  is  not  at  all  deemed 
cruel  to  take  off  a  mortify  "d  Limb  to  lave 
the  whole,  by  a  Parity  of  Reafon  is  the 
ConduT  of  a  Community  juftifyable,  who? 
put  of  a  Regard  to  the  Publick  Good,  put 
Hardfhips  upon  particular  Perfons ;  in  a 
peffilential  Contagion  therefore,  what  can 
be  of  more  immediate  Service  than  fecur- 
ing  thofe  that  are  well  from  the  Infe&ion? 
And  the  more  efpecially  in  a  Difeafe  that 
reaches  not  only  the  Body,  but  taints  the 
very  Breath  •,  for  in  this  Cafe  the  infe&ed 
Breath  poifons  upon  the  healthful,  and 
even  at  the  Point  of  Death  endeavours  to 
diffufe  that  Venom  to  others  that  con¬ 
quer’d  them.  From  this  delirious  Pleafure 
strifes  thofe  Tricks  of  transplanting  the 
Corruption  of  a  pefHlential  Tumour  to 
another  not  to  fay  any  Thing  of  that 
Woman,  who  with  her  Importunities  drew 
her  unhappy  Husband  into  her  Embraces, 
which  ended  his  Life  with  hers. 

* 

A  G  A  I  N,  to  take  away  all  Doubtings  in 
this  Cafe,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  what  Mo¬ 
ment  it  is,  to  Ihutup  the  Houfes  of  all  thofe 
who  are  infeCted,  according  to  Cuftom  ;  for 
fey  this  means  a  Contagion  may  at  firfl  be 
Sifted,  which  otherwife  would  go  beyond 

any 
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any  Remedy  ;  and  with  equal  Advantage 
might  Gun-Powder  be  fired,  if  too  much 
Time  is  not  wafted  in  Deliberation,  before 
thefe  Things  are  put  into  Pra&ice. 

BUT  if  hereafter  again  a  Plague  Ihould 
break  out,  (  which  God  forbid  )  with  Sub- 
million  to  Superiors,  I  ihould  think  it  not 
improper  to  appoint  proper  Accommodati¬ 
ons  out  of  the  City,  for  fuch  as  are  yet  un¬ 
touched  in  infefted  Families  }  and  who 
fhould  continue  there  for  a  certain  Time  ^ 
the  Sick  in  the  mean  time  to  be  removed  to 
convenient  Apartments  provided  on  Purpofe 
for  them :  For  by  this  Means,  that  Praftice 
fo  abhorrent  to  Religion  and  Humanity, 
even  in  the  Opinion  of  a  Mahometan ,  of  {hut¬ 
ting  up  the  fick  and  well  together,  would 
be  avoided. 

B  U  T  to  return :  The  Infe&ion  had  long 

doubtfully  reign’d,  and  continued  through 

May  and  June ,  with  more  or  lefs  Severity  \ 

fometimes  raging  in  one  Part,  and  then  in 

another,  as  in  a  running  fort  of  Fight  *  as 

often  as  the  Number  of  Funerals  decreafed, 

great  Hopes  were  conceived  of  its  Diiappear- 

ance :  then  on  a  hidden  a  sain  their  Increale 
J  *  ...  ^ 

threw  all  into  Deje£Hon,|as  if  the  whole  City 

was 
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was  foon  to  be  unpeopled}  which  Uncer¬ 
tainty  gave  Advantage  to  the  Diftemper  *,  be- 
eaufe  Perfons  were  more  remifs  in  their  Pro?- 
viftons  againft  it,  during  inch  Fluftuation, 

I  T  mu  ft  not  however  be  omitted,  with 
what  Precipitation  the  trembling  Inhabitants 
left  the  City,  and  how  they  flocked  in  fuch 
Crowds  out  of  Town,  as  if  London  had  quite 
gone  out  of  it  felf,  like  the  Hurry  of  a 
fudden  Conflagration,  all  Doors  and  PafTages 
are  thronged  for  Efcape  :  Yet  after  the  chief 
of  the  People  were  fied,  5  and  thereby  the 
Nourifhment  of  this  cruel  Enemy  had  been 
in  a  great  Meafure  taken  away,  yet  it 
raged  ftill  *,  and  although  it  feemed  once 
to  flay  as  Parthian  s  in  their  Flight,  it  foon 
returned  with  redoubled  Futy,  and  kill’d 
not  by  flow  Paces,  but  almoft  immediately 
upon  Seizure*,  not  unlike  what  is  often  feen 
in  Battle,  when  after  fome  Skirmifhes  of 
Wings,  and  feparate  Parties,  the  main  Bo¬ 
dies  come  to  engage  ^  fo  did  this  Conta¬ 
gion  at  &rft  only  icatter  about  its  Arrows, 
but  at  laft  covered  the  whole  City  with 
Death. 


THUS  therefore  in  the  Space  of  one 
Week  were  eighty  Perfons  cut  off,  and 

when 
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tvh£n  Things  came  to  Extremity,  a!4  Helps 
were  called  in^  fo  it  began  now  to  be 
foleiy  the  Magiftrates  Bufinefs,  how  to 
put  a  Stop  to  this  cruel  Devaflation,  and 
fave  fome  Part  of  the  City  at  lad  from 
the  Grave  j  fird  then  therefore  were  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Monthly  Fad  for  Publick  Prayers, 
to  deprecate  the  Anger  of  Heaven }  nor 
proved  it  in  vain,  or  were  their  Supplies* 
lions  altogether  fruit! efs  •  for  if  we  have 
any  Regard  to  the  Temperature  of  the 
Seafon,  the  whole  Summer  was  refrefhed 
with  moderate  Breezes,  diffident  to  prevent 
the  Air’s  Stagnation  and  Corruption,  and 
to  pcarry  off  the  pedilential  Steams  the 
Heat  was  like  wife  too  mild  to  encourage 
fuch  Corruption  and  Fermentation,  as  helps 
to  taint  the  animal  Fluids,  and  pervert 
them  from  their  natural  State* 

THE  Government  however,  to  the  Duty 
of  Publick  Prayers,  negle&ed  not  to  add 
what  Abidances  might  be  had  from  Me¬ 
dicine  *,  to  which  Purpofe  his  Majedy,  with 
the  divine  Helps,  called  in  alfo  all  that 

was  humane:  and  by  his  Royal  Authority 
/  ►  •  •• 

commanded  the  College  of  Phyficians  of 
London ,  jointly  to  write  fomewhat  in  Englijh 
that  might  be  a  general  Directory  in  this 

cal  a— 
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calamitous  Exigences  Nor  was  it  fatis^ 
faftory  to  that  honoured  Society  to  dif- 
charge  their  Regards  for  the  Publick  with 
that  only,  but  fome  were  chofe  out  of 
their  Number,  and  appointed  particularly 
to  attend  the  infe&ed  on  all  Occafions; 
two  alfo  out  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen 
were  required  to  fee  this  hazardous  Task 
executed  *,  fo  that  encouraged  with  all  pro¬ 
per  Means*  this  Province  was  chear fully 
undertaken,  and  all  poffible  Caution  was 
ufed  fully  to  anfwer  the  Intention }  but 
this  Task  was  too  much  for  four  Perfons, 
and  wanted  rather  the  Concurrence  of  the 
whole  Faculty ;  we  were  however  afhamed 
to  give  it  up,  and  ufed  our  utinoft  Appli¬ 
cation  therein  ^  but  all  our  Care  and  Pains 
were  eluded,  for  the  Difeafe,  like  the  Hydras 
Heads,  was  no  fboner  extinguifhed  in  one 
Family,  but  it  broke  out  in  many  more 
ivith  Aggravations*,  fo  that  in  a  little  Time 
we  found  our  Task  too  great,  and  delpaired 
of  putting  an  entire  Stop  to  the  Infe&ion; 

NOR  Was  there  at  this  Time  want¬ 
ing  the  Help  of  very  great  and  worthy 
ferfbns,  who  voluntarily  contributed  their 
AfERances  in  this  dangerous  W ork  ■  a- 
mongfi  the  Number  of  which,  the  learned 

Dn 
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Dr*  Glijfon,  Begins  ProfefTor  at  Cambridge,  Dr* 
Nath .  Paget,  Dr.  Wharton,  Dr.  Berwick ,  Dr. 
Brookes ,  and  many  others  who  are  yet  alive, 
deferve  very  honourable  Mention  *  but 
eight  or  nine  fell  in  this  Work,  who  were 
too  much  loaded  with  the  Spoils  of  the 
Enemy  ;  and  amOngfl  whom  was  Dr.  Conyers $ 
whole  Goodnefs  and  Hurrianity  claim  an 
honourable  Remembrance  with  all  who  fur¬ 
tive  him* 

AFTER  then  all  Endeavours  to  reftrain 
the  Contagion  proved  of  no  Effeft,  we  applied 
our  felves  altogether  to  the  Care  of  the  diT 
ealed  9  and  in  the  Profecution  of  which,  it 
may  be  affirmed  without  Boaftiiig,  no  Ha¬ 
zards  to  our  felves  were  avoided :  But  it  is" 
incredible  to  think  how  the  Plague  raged 
among!!  the  common  People,  infomuch  that 
it  came  by  fome  to  be  called  the  Poors  Plague  <• 
yet  although  the  more  opulent  had  left  the 
Town,  and  that  it  was  almofi:  left  uninha¬ 
bited,  the  Commonalty  that  were  left  felt 
little  of  Want-,  for  their  Neceifities  were 
relieved  with  a  Profufion  of  good  Things 
from  the  Wealthy,  and  their  Poverty  was 
fupported  with  Plenty  ^  a  more  manifeft 
Caufe  therefore  for  fuch  a  Devaluation  a- 
iftongfl;  them  I  fh.a'11  affign  in  another  Place, 
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IN  the  Months  of  August  and  September , 
the  Contagion  chang’d  its  former  flow  and 
languid  Pace,  and  having  as  it  were  got 
Maher  of  all,  made  a  moh  terrible  Slaugh¬ 
ter,  fo  that  three,  four,  or  five  Thoufand 
died  in  a  Week,  and  once  eight  Thoufand ; 
who  can  exprefs  the  Calamities  of  fiich 
Times  ?  The  whole  Britifh  Nation  wept 
for  the  Mileries  of  her  Metropolis.  In 

fome  Houles  Carcafes  lay  waiting  for  Bu- 

»  ,*  * 

rial,  and  in  others,  Perfons  in  their  lah 
Agonies  *,  in  one  Room  might  be  heard 
dying  Groans,  in  another  the  Ravings  of  a 
Delirium,  and  not  far  off  Relations  and 
Friends  bewailing  both  their  Lofs,  and  the 
difrnal  Profpecl  of  their  own  hidden  De¬ 
parture  :  Death  was  the  fure  Midwife  to 
all  Children,  and  Infants  paffed  immediately 
from  the  Womb  to  the  Grave*,  who  would 
not  burfl  with  Grief,  to  fee  the  Stock  for 
a  future  Generation  hang  upon  the  Breafts 
of  a  dead  Mother?  Or  the  Marriage-Bed 
changed  the  firft  Night  into  a  Sepulchre, 
and  the  unhappy  Pair  meet  with  Death  in 
their  firfi  Embraces?  Some  of  the  infect¬ 
ed  run  about  daggering  like  drunken  Men, 
and  fall  and  expire  in  the  Streets  *  while 
Others  lie  half-dead  and  comatous,  but 
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Lever  to  be  waked  but  by  the  laft  Trumpet ; 
lome  lie  vomiting  as  if  they  had  drunk  Poifon  j 
and  others  fall  dead  in  the  Market,  while 
they  are  buying  Neceifaries  for  the  Sup- 
port  of  Life.  Not  much  unlike  was  it  in 
the  following  Conflagration ;  where  the 
Altars  themfelves  becaine  fo  many  ViHims, 
and  the  fineft  Churches  in  the  whole 

World  carried  up  to  Heaven  Supplications 

•  /■'  * 

in  Flames,  while  their  Marble  Pillar!  wet 
with  Tears  melted  like  Wax^  nor  were 
Monuments  fecure  from  the  inexorable 
Flames,  where  many  of  their  venerable 
Remains  palled  a  lecond  Martyrdom  *  the 
mofl  augufl  Palaces  were  foon  laid  Wafte, 
and  the  Flames  feemed  to  be  in  a  fatal 
Engagement  to  deftroy  the  great  Ornament 
cjf  Commerce  ^  and  the  Burning  of  all  the 
Commodities  of  the  World  together,  feem¬ 
ed  a  proper  Epitome  of  this  Conflagration ; 
*  neither  confederate  Crowns,  nor  the  drawn 
Swords  of  Kings,  could  retrain  its  Pha~ 
natick  and  Rebellious  Rage  large  Halls, 
ftately  Houfes,  and  the -Sheds  of  the  Poor, 
were  together  reduced  to  Allies ;  the  Sun 
bluff d  to  fee  himfelf  fet,  and  envied 
thole  Flames  the  Government  of  the  Night, 
which  had  rivalled  him  fo  many  Days  * 
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as  the  City,  I  fay,  was  afterwards  turrit 
without  any  Di#in£Hon,  in  like  Manner 
did  this  Plague  fpare  no  Order,  Age,  or 
Sex  ;  The  Divine  was  taken  in  the  very 
Exercife  of  his  prie#ly  Office,  to  be  in- 
Soiled  among#  the  Saints  Above  *,  and  fome 
Phyficians,  as  before  intimated,  could  not 
find  Affi#ance  in  their  own  Antidotes,  but 
died  in  the  A  dm  migration  of  them  to 
others  ^  and  although  the  Soldiery  retreat¬ 
ed  from  the  Field  of  Death,  and  encamp¬ 
ed  out  of  the  City,  the  Contagion  followed, 
and  vanquiflf  d  them  many  in  their  old 
Age,  others  in  their  Prime,  funk  under  its 
Cruelties  *,  of  the  Female  Sex  mo#  died  * 
and  hardly  any  Children  elcaped }  and  it 
was  not  uncommon  to  fee  an  Inheritance 
pafs  fucceffively  to  three  or  four  Heirs  in 
<is  many  Days  :,  the  Number  of  Sextons 
were  not  fufficient  to  bury  the  Dead  •  the 
Bells  feemed  hoarfe  with  continual  tolling^ 
until  at  la#  they  quite  ceafed ;  the  bury¬ 
ing  Places  would  not  hold  the  Dead,  but 
they  were  thrown  into  large  Pits  dug  in 
wake  Grounds,  in  Heaps,  thirty  or  forty 
together  ^  and  it  often  happened  that  thofe 
who  attended  the  Funerals  of  their  Friends 
one  Evening,  were  carried  the  next  to 
their  own  long  Home  r 

Quit 
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Temperet  A  Lathrymis  f  — — — i 

Even  the  Relation  of  this  Calamity  melts 
hie  into  Tears,  and  yet  the  worft  was  not 
certain,  although  the  City  was  near  drained 
by  her  Funerals ;  for  the  Difeafe  as  yet 
had  no  Relaxation* 

ABOUT  the  Beginning  of  September a 
the  Difeafe  was  at  the  Height  ^  in  the 
Courfe  of  which  Month  more  than  twelve 

r  e 

Thoufand  died  in  a  Week :  But  at  lengthy 
that  nothing  might  go  untried  to  divert 
the  Contagion,  it  was  ordered  by  the 
Governours  who  were  left  to  fuperintend 
thofe  calamitous  Affairs,  (for  the  Court 
was  then  removed  to  Oxford )  to  burn 
Fires  in  the  Streets  for  three  Days  toge¬ 
ther  j  yet  while  this  was  in  Debate,  the 
Fhyficians  concerned  were  diffident  of  the 
Succefs,  as  the  Air  in  it  felf  was  un-in- 
fefted  j  and  therefore  rendred  Rich  a 
fliowy  and  expenfive  a  Project  fuperfluous, 
and  of  no  Effect  %  and  thefe  Conjectures 
we  fupported  by  the  Authority  of  Anti¬ 
quity,  and  Hippocrates  himfelf  •  notwith¬ 
standing  which,  the  Fires  were  kindled  in 
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all  the  Streets.  But  alas!  the  Controverfie4 
was  foon  decided}  for  before  the  three 
Days  were  quite  expired,  the  Heavens 
both  mourned  lb  many  Funerals,  and  wept 
for  the  fatal  Mi  hake,  lb  as  to  extinguish, 
even  the  Fires  with  their  Showers.  I 
ihall  not  determine  any  other  Perfon’s 
Conjecture  in  this  Cafe,  whether  thefe 
Fires  may  more  properly  be  deemed  the 
ominous  Forerunners  of  the  enfuing  Con¬ 
flagration,  or  the  enfuing  Funerals }  but 
whether  it  was  from  the  fufFocating  Qua¬ 
lities  of  the  Fuel,  or  the  wet  Confti- 
tution  of  Air  that  immediately  followed, 
the  moft  fatal  Night  enfued,  wherein 
more  than  four  Thoufand  expired.  May 
Pofterity  by  this  Miftake  be  warned,  and 
not,  like  Empyricks,  apply  a  Remedy  where 
they  are  ignorant  of  the  Caufe. 

THE  Reader  is  by  the  Way  to  be 
advertiled,  that  this  Year  was  luxuriant 
in  moil:  Fruits,  efpecially  Cherries  and 
Grapes,  which  were  at  fo  low  a  Price, 
that  the  common  People  forfeited  with 
them }  for  this  might  very  much  con¬ 
tribute  to  that  Difpofition  of  Body  as 
made  the  peitiiential  Taint  more  eafily 
take  Place. 


NOR 
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NOR  ought  we  here  to  pafs  by  the  he- 
«nificent  Aftiftances  of  the  Rich,  and  the 
Care  of  the  Magiftrates  }  for  the  Markets 
being  open  as  ufual,  and  a  greater  Plenty 
of  all  Provifions,  was  a  great  Help  to 
fupport  the  Sick  }  fo  that  there  was  the 
Reverfe  of  a  Famine,  which  hath  been 
obferyed  to  be  fb  fatal  to  pefHlential  Con¬ 
tagions  *  and  in  this  the  Goodnefs  of  Heaven 
is  always  to  be  remembred,  in  alleviating 
a  common  Mifery  by  fiich  a  Profufion 
of  good  Things  from  the  Stores  of  Na¬ 
ture- 

* 

I  BUT  as  it  were  to  balance  this  im¬ 
mediate  Help  of  Providence,  nothing 
was  otherwife  wanting  to  aggravate  the 
common  Deft  ru£t  ion  7  and  to  which  no¬ 
thing  more  contributed  than  the  Prafbice 
of  Chymifts  and  Quacks,  and  of  whofe 
Audacity  and  Ignorance  it  is  impoffible  to 
be  altogether  filent  7  they  were  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  fp reading  their  Antidotes’}  and 
although  equal  Strangers  to  all  Learning 
as  well  as  Phyfick,  they  thruft  into 
every  Hand  fome  Trafh  or  other  under 
the  Difguile  of  a  pompous  Title.  No 
Country  fure  ever  abounded  with  luch, 
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wicked  Impoftors^  for  all  Events  contra- 
difted  their  Pretenfions,  and  hardly  a  Per- 
fon  efcaped  that  trufted  to  their  Delufions : 
Their  Medicines  were  more  fatal  than  the 
Plague,  and  added  to  the  Numbers  of  the 
Dead :  But  thefe  Blowers  of  the  pefli- 
lential  Flames  were  caught  in  the  common 
Ruin,  and  by  their  Death  in  feme  Mea- 
fure  excufed  the  Neglefl:  of  the  Magi- 
ftracy,  in  Buffering  their  PrafHce : 

8  ISfec  Lex  efl  juflior  ulla 
Quam  neck  Artifices  Arte  ferire  fua. 

ABOUT  this  Time  a  Perfon  of  Dh* 
ItmfHon  and  great  Humanity,  going  to 
France  upon  fome  Affairs  of  State,  heard 
that  fome  Frenchmen  were  Mahers  of  an 
Anti-pefHientia!  Remedy,  and  took  Care 
to  fend  fome  Dofes  of  it  over  here :  By 
Command  of  the  Government  we  were 

.  *  b 

ordered  to  try  it  with  due  Caution,  which 
we  did  with  Expe&ations  of  uncommon 

♦  i 

Succeis,  but  the  ^Mountain  brought  forth  Death  ” 

for  the  Medicine,  which  was  a  Mineral 

*  ■  .  / 

Preparation,  threw  the  Patients  into  their 

1  f - 

laft  Sleep.  May  it  never  hereafter  be 
injoined  to  try  Experiments  with  unknown 
and  foreign  Medicines,  upon  the  Lives  even 

of 
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.ef  the  meaneft  Perfons!  For  certainly 
nothing  is  more  abhorrent  to  Reafon,  than 
to  impofe  a  univerfal  Remedy,  in  Cales 
whole  curative  Intentions  are  different, 
and  fometimes  oppoiite  -7  and  the  various 
Indications  of  a  Peftilence  require  very 
different  Methods  of  Remedy,  as  ihall  here¬ 
after  be  further  demonftr&ted. 

T  O  this  may  be  added,  that  many 
common  Medicines  were  publickly  Sold, 
-which  by  their  extraordinary  Heat  and 
Difpofition  to  inflame  the  Blood,  could 
never  be  fit  for  every  Age,  Sex,  and  Con¬ 
stitution  indifferently,  and  therefore  in 
many  Cafes  muft  undoubtedly  do  Harm. 
On  this  Account  not  only  the  Sacred  Art , 
but  the  Vublick  Health  alfo  buffered  -  yet 
we  who  were  particularly  employed  in 
this  Affair  as  Phyficians,  ufed  all  Sollicft 
tations  with  the  Magiflracy  to  reft  rain 
fuch  Praftices,  in  Order  to  flop  the  Ruin 
they  aggravated.  Hence  notwithftanding 
it  was  made  a  Queftion,  whether  in  a 
Plague,  where  fo  many  Phyficians  retire, 
( not  fo  much  for  their  own  Prefervatlon, 
as  the  Service  of  thofie  whom  they  at¬ 
tend  )  it  is  not  expedient  for  every  one, 
according  to  his  Abilities,  to  do  his  ut- 
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mofi:  in  averting  the  common  Ruin  ?  In 
the  fame  Manner  as  in  a  Fire  all  Hands 

\  1  ’  -S 

are  required,  even  of  the  Croud  as  well  as 
Workmen,  to  extinguish  it. 

BUT  in  this  Cafe  my  own  Opinion  is 
determined  :  In  the  Reffauration  of  Health, 
a  Perfon  muft  proceed  with  more  Caution 
and  Deliberation  than  in  the  fuppofed  Cafe 
of  a  Fire ;  for  there  are  Difficulties  occur 
in  the  Practice  of  Medicine  which  are  in- 

"■•V. 

fuperable  but  by  the  unlearned  •,  and  the  fine 
Texture  of  a  humane  Body  is  not  to  be  ma¬ 
naged  by  as  clumfie  Hands  as  the  Materials 
of  a  Houfe  *,  in  the  former,  if  a  Perfon  makes 
a  Miffake,  it  is  with  great  Difficulty  repair¬ 
ed  }  and  therefore  upon  a  ferious  Confedera¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  Affair.  I  cannot  make  any 
Doubt,  but  that  It  is  much  better  even  to 
want  Phyficians  in  fuch  Calamities,  than  to 
have  the  Sick  under  the  Care  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  unlearned}  for  fuch  Perfons, 
like  thole  who  fight  blindfold,  know  notin 
what  Parts  to  attack  the  Enemy,  nor  with 
what  Weapons  to  do  it }  befides  which,  they 
alfo  are  in  Hazard  of  obffruOdng  thefe  Ef¬ 
forts  of  Nature,  which  would  many  Times, 
without  Help,  if  not  thus  hindred,  get  the 
better  of  the  Diffemper. 

'  -• .  t r  i  a 
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IS! OR  in  this  Account  are  we  to  negleft, 
that  the  Contagion  lpread  its  Cruelties  in¬ 
to  the  neighbouring  Countries }  for  the  Ci¬ 
tizens,  which  crowded  in  Multitudes  into 
the  adjacent  Towns,  carried  the  Infe&ion 
along  with  them,  where  it  raged  with  equal 
Fury  ^  fo  that  the  Plague,  which  at  fir  id 
crept  from  one  Street  to  another,  now 
reigned  over  whole  Counties,  leaving  hard¬ 
ly  any  Place  free  from  its  Infults ,  and  the 
Towns  upon  the  7 'homes  were  more  feverely 
handled,  not  perhaps  from  a  great  Moihure 
in  thp  Air  from  thence,  but  from  the  taint¬ 
ed  Goods  rather  that  were  carried  upon 
it:  Moreover,  fome  Cities  and  Towns,  of 
the  moft  advantageous  Situation  for  a  whol- 
fome  Air,  did  notwithflanding  feel  the 

j 

common  Ruine.  Such  was  the  Rife,  and 

*  \  »  •  *  < 

fuch  the  Progress,  -of  this  cruel  Deflroyei;, 
which  ftrft  began  at  London. 

BUT  the  world  Part  of  the  Year  being 
now  over,  and  the  Height  of  the  Dileafe, 
the  Plague  by  leifurely  Degrees  declined, 
as  it  had  gradually  made  its  firft  Advances  •, 
and  before  the  Number  infeTed  decreafed, 
its  Malignity  began  to  relax,  inlomuch 
that  few  died,  and  thofe  chiefly  fuch  a$ 

were 
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were  ill  managed;  hereupon  that  Dread 
which  had  been  upon  the  Minds  of  the 
People  wore  off;  and  the  Sick  chearfully 
xifed  all  the  Means  di reeled  for  their  Re¬ 
covery  ;  and  even  the  Nurfes  grew  either 
more  cautious,  or  more  faithful ;  infomuch 
that  after  feme  Time  a  Dawn  of  Health 
.appeared,  as  hidden,  and  as  unexpected,  as 
the  Crffation  of  the  following  Conflagra¬ 
tion;  wherein  after  blowing  up  of  Houles, 
and  uiing  all  Means  for  its  Extinction  to 
little  Purpofe,  the  Flames  hopped  as  it 
were  of  themfelves,  for  Want  of  Fuel,  or 
out  of  Shame  for  having  devoured  lb 
much. 

THE  Peftilence  did  not  however  hop  for 
Want  of  Subjefts  to  aft  upon,  (as  then 
commonly  rumoured)  but  from  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Diftemper,  its  Decreafe  wa§ 
like  its  Beginning,  moderate ;  nor  is  it 
lels  to  be  wondred  at,  that  as  at  the 
Rite  of  the  Contagion  all  other  Dihempers 
went  into  that,  fo  now  at  its  Declenfion 
that  degenerated  into  others,  as  Inflamma¬ 
tions  ,  Head-achsy  Qmnfleysy  Dyfenteriey  Small - 
Foxy  Aleajlcs,  Fevers,  and  He  clicks  ;  wherein 
that  alfo  yet  predominated,  as  hereafter 
will  be  further  fhewn. 


ABOUT 


A  B  O  C  T  the  Glpfe  of  the  Year,  that 

■f 

is3  on  the  Beginning  of  November ,  People 
grew  more  healthful,  and  fuch  a  different 
Face  was  put  upon  the  Publick,  that  al¬ 
though  the  Funerals  were  yet  frequent,  yet 
pciany  who  had  made  moft  Haft  in  retiring, 
jnade  the  moll  to  return,  and  came  into 


the  City  without  Fear }  infomuch  that  in 
Jpecember  they  crowded  bach  as  thick  as 
they  fled  :  The  Houles  which  before  were  full 
of  the  Dead,  were  now  again  inhabited  by  the 
Living  3  and  the  Shops  which  had  been  moft 
Part  of  the  Year  flint  up,  were  again  opened, 
and  the  People  again  chearfully  went  about 
their  wonted  Affairs  of  Trade  and  Employ  ^ 
and  even  what  is  almofl:  beyond  Belief, 
thofe  Citizens,  who  before  were  afraid 
even  of  their  Friends  and  Relations,  would 
without  Fear  venture  into  the  Houfes  and 
Rooms  where  infected  Perfons  had  but  a 
little  before  breathed  their  Laft :  Nay, 
fuch  Comforts  did  infpire  the  languiihing 

3-  j  f 

People,  and  Rich  Confidence,  that  many 

.  *  <’ 

went  into  the  Beds  where  Perfons  had  died 
before  they  were  even  cold,  or  cleanfed 
from  the  Stench  of  the  Difeafed •  they 
had  the  Courage  now  to  marry  again,  and 
betake  to  the  Means  of  repairing  the  paff 

Mar- 
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Mortality  and  even  Women  before  deem- 
,ed  barren,  were  faid  to  prove  proliifick  * 
fo  that  although  the  Contagion  had  car¬ 
ried  off,  as  fome  computed,  about  one 
hundred  thoufand,  after  a  few  Months  their 
Lofs  was  hardly  dilceniable,  and  thus  end¬ 
ed  this  fatal  Year. 

i  f . 

BUT  the  next  Spring  indeed  appeared  fome 
Remains  of  the  Contagion,  -which  was  eafily 
conquered  by  the  Phyficians,  and  like  the 
Termination  of  a  common  Intermittent 9  end¬ 
ed  in  a  healthful  Recovery  :  Whereupon 
the  whole  Malignity  ceafmg,  the  City  re¬ 
turned  to  a  perfect  Health  not  unlike 
what  happened  alfo  after  the  laff  Con¬ 
flagration,  when  a  new  City  fuddenly  arofe 
out  of  the  Allies  of  the  old,  much  better 
able  to  hand  the  like  Flames  another 
Time. 


SECTION 
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SECTION  II. 

Of  the  Caufe  of  a  Tefilence ,  and  a  Con* 

tazion. 

o 

AS  it  is  our  Purpoie  here  to  enquire 
into  the  Origin  of  the  late  Plaguy 
and  find  out  both  its  manifeft  and  hidden 
Caufes  ^  I  cannot  judge  it  neceffary  to  go 
into  the  ufual  Length  of  Writers,  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  Recital  of  all  thofe  remote  Regards 
which  they  diftinguifh  by  Supernatural,  Pre¬ 
ternatural,  and  Natural  •  becaufe  by  fuch 
Means  this  Treadle  would  be  drawn  out 
into  an  almofl:  infinite  needlefs  Diftin&ion. 

THAT  the  Truth  therefore  may  at 
once  be  brought  into  an  open  Light,  and 
the  Peffilence  appear  in  its  genuine  Affe¬ 
ctions,  I  think  it  proper  to  prernife  this 
*  one  Thing,  becaufe  the  whole  depends  upon 
it,  viz..  That  the  Peftilence  is  the  rnoff  noto¬ 
rious  of  all  popular  Difeaies,arid  depends  upon 
Lome  Cauie  equally  common,  and  in  every  re- 
fpeCl  adequate  to  its  extenfive  Effects  ^  which 
being  granted,  it  naturally  follows,  that  all 
'  particular  Caufes  which  may  accidentally 
intervene,  ( the  Recital  of  which  would  be 
very  tedious)  are  refolvable  into  this  one. 

AND 
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AND  for  what  concerns  that  Peftilence 
now  under  Enquiry,  this  we  have  as  to  its 
Origin,  from  the  moil  irrefrigable  Autho¬ 
rity,  that  it  fir  ft  came  into  this  Ifland  by 
Contagion,  and  was  imported  to  us  from 
Holland,  in  Packs  of  Merchandice;  and  if 
any  one  pleafes  to  trace  it  further,  he  may 
be  latisfied  by  common  Fame,  it  came  thi¬ 
ther  from  Turkey  in  Bails  of  Cotton  or  Silk,- 
which  is  a  ftrange  Preferver  of  the  peftilen- 
tial  Steams.  For  that  Part  of  the  World 
is  feldom  free  from  fuch  infections,  altho* 
it  is  fomet lines  more  fevere  than  others, 
according  to  the  Difpofition  of  Seafons 
and  Temperature  of  Air  in  thofe  Regions : 
But  if  any  would  yet  more  intimately 
be  acquainted  with  its  Origin,  it  concerns 
him  to  know  all  the  Changes  the  Air  in 
thefe  Climates  is  fubje£t  to,  and  its  various 
Properties  of  Drynefs,  Moifture,  Heat* 
Cold,  &c. 

* 

BUI  leaft  I  fnould  be  thought  too 
prolix  in  the  Enumeration  of  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  incur  the  Suspicion  of 
Atheifm,(a  Charge  too  juft  upon  the  Faculty) 
by  afcrihing  too  much  to  fecond  Caufes, 
&s  the  Schools  pleaie  to  call  them,  it  may 

be 
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he  convenient  for  me  to  declare,  that  the 
tv  $e?oy  of  a  Peftilence  is  as  much  a  Part 
of  my  Faith,  as  any  Others  }  the  facred 
Pages  clearly  and  demonflratively  prove., 
that  the  Almighty,  by  his  Authority,  and 
at  his  Pleafure,  may  draw  the  Sword,  bend 
the  Bow,  or  fhoot  the  Arrows  of  Death ; 
and  a  RetrolpetHon  into  Times  pah:,  thews 
many  convincing  Proofs  of  this  terrible 
Truth}  and  in  this  Contagion  before  us, 
the  Footfteps  of  an  over-ruling  Power  are 
very  legible,  efpecially  fo  far  as  concerns 
his  divine  Permihion :  But  the  great  God’s 
Purpofes  are  Secrets  too  awful  for  Mortals 
to  pry  into,  although  we  know  that  lie 
punifhes  as  a  Parent,  and  chides  for  our 
Good,  which  makes  it  our  Duty  to  kifs 
the  Rod,  and  fubmit.  But  enough  of  this, 
lead:  I  fhould  be  thought  to  invade  ano¬ 
ther  s  Province }  and  it  is  fufficient  to  the 
Purpofe  of  a  Phyfician,  to  affign  natural 
and  obvious  Caufes }  and  where  fuch  are 
difcoverable,  it  is  unworthy  of  him  and 
the  divine  Art  he  profeffes,  as  well  as  an 
Affront  to  good  Senfe,  to  have  Recourfe 
to  any  other.- 

BUT  this  being  premifed  only  to  pre- 
rent  Cenfury,  our  Way  now  lies  open  to 
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a  Difcovery  of  the  Nature  of  this  PeflL 
lence.  Wherein,  for  Method  Sake,  I  fhall 
begin  with  a  Defcription  of  a  PeiKlence 
in  general  *,  and  which  if  it  doth  not  exa&ly 
agree  with  the  Accounts  given  by  the 
Ancients,  yet  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be 
found  by  every  impartial  Confiderer,  to  be 
as  full  and  fatisfafrory. 

T  H  E  Fed  Hence  is  a  Difeafe  arifing  from 
an  Aura  that  is  poifonous,  very  fubtle, 
deadly,  and  contagious,  affetfing  many  Per- 
fons  at  the  fame  Time  together  in  one 
Country,  chiefly  arifing  from  a  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirit  in  the  Air,  attended 
with  a  Fever,  and  other  very  grievous 
Symptoms. 

EVERY  one  of  thefe  Particulars  are 
as  clear  as  the  Light  at  Noon-day  •,  and 
thefe  Explications  are  fo  obvious  to  be 
met  with  in  the  Writings  of  the  Learned^ 
that  it  would  be  lod  Labour  to  inf  id  upon 
any  fuch  Thing  here  ^  we  iliall  therefore 
proceed  to  explain  only  what  more  im¬ 
mediately  hands  in  need  of  it. 

A  N  D  firft  of  all  it  is  faid  from  an 
Aura,  as  diftinguiflung  it  from  fuch  Po'ifon 


as 
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as  is  more  grofs  and  earthy  ^  for  this  i§ 
hot  to  be  confined  in  any  Incloftire^  but 
is  fc  rare,  fubtle,  volatile,  and  fine,  that  it 
infinuates  into,  and  refides  in  the  very  Inter¬ 


dices,  or  Pores  of  the  aerial  Particles  $ 


ivhereas  that  which  is  of  a  more  fixed 

'  ..  *  * 

Nature,  is  confined  within  certain  Limits^ 
and  is  incapable  of  fuch  Progrefs, 


IT  is  laid  to  be  poifonous  alfo,  from' 
its  Similitude  to  the  Nature  of  a  Polfon, 
dnd  both  being  equally  dedruCtive  to  Life, 


and  killing  Peffons  much  after  the  fame 
Manner,  fo  that  they  feem  to  differ  in 
Degree  only  ;  for  the  deadly  Quality  of  a 
Pedilence  vaftly  exceeds  either  the  arfeni- 
cftl  Minerals,  the  mod  poifonous  Animals 
Or  InfeCls,  or  the  killing  Vegetables  ^  nay, 
the  Pedilence  feems  to  be  a  Compofition 
of  all  the  other  Pdifons  together,  as  well 

as  in  its  fatal  Efficacies  to  excel  them,  for 

, 

in  this  there  is  manifedly  joined  both  the 
Height  of  Putrefaction  and  Malignity*  And 


as  in  a  great  many  the  Virulence  of  this 


Tairit  hath  been  difcoverable,  fo  in  one 
Youth  for  Indance  it  was  fo  remarkable, 
that  even  in  the  Point  of  Death  the  whole 
Body  changed  green,  which  fo  alarmed 
the  Mother,1  that  die  immediately  haded 

D  to 
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to  my  Houfe,  to  know  whether  by  Mi- 
flake  there  had  not  been  fome  Poifon 
given  him  }  whereas  he  had  taken  nothing 

but  mild  and  common  Alexipharmicks  •  this 

% 

green  Hue  therefore  was  a  Demonfbration  of 
the  poifonous  Vitriolick  Nature  of  the 
peftilentiaf  Taint.  ; 

•  y  ;'r ‘i  t-Ti'it  ■  > ..  !  , 

IT  is  faid  to  be  very  fubtile  both  on 
Account  of  its  Original  and  Produflioi^  be¬ 
fore  it  hath  e  leaped  from  its  native  Seat  \ 
and  that  wonderful  Comminution  which  it' 

J  ’  *  ~ 

cannot  but  undergo  in  its  Progrefs  through 
fo  many  Climates*,  whereby  it  is*  as  it  were* 
iubiimed  to  the  -higheft  Degree  of  Vola¬ 
tility,  beyond  that  of  any  Meteor*  which  is 
the  Production  of  grofs,  corporeal*  and  he¬ 
terogeneous  Particles  •  nay*  it  is  more  aCtive 
than  Lightning*  and  in  the  Twinkling  of  an 
Eye  carries  to  a  Diftance  Putrefaction*  Mor¬ 
tification.  and  Death. 

/  i 
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A  S  for  the  Manner  whereby,  it  kills*  its 
approaches  are  generally  lo  fecret*  that  Per- 
fons  ieized  with  it  feem  to  be  fallen  into  an 
Affifeufcade*  or  a  Snare*  of  which  there  was 
no  Manner  of  Sufpicion  *  they  are  therefore 
not  to  be  credited  or  regarded*  who  affirm 
the  Progrefs  of  a  Peflilen.ee  to  be  fenfible* 

even- 


even.  to  the  Smell  and  Sights  arid  report' 
("though  who  will  may  Believe  them  for  me) 
the  Infection  to  referable  the  Fragrancy  of 
Flowers  in  May±  or  any  other  fweet  Savour  * 
or,  on  the  contrary,  to  ftrike  the  Nofe  like 
the  Stench  of  a  rotten  Carcafe  j  nay*  lome 
pretend  to  be  fo  fharp-fighted,  as  to  dif- 
ceru  Clouds  in  the  Atmbfphere  big  with  pe- 
fiilential  Poyfons,  and  other  fuch  Conceits 
of  a  dihelripered  Imagination,  that  are  chief¬ 
ly  the  Products  of  Fear,  which  conhrueS 
every  Thing  for  the  worlt  1  Although  in¬ 
deed  I  muff  confefs,  that  fometimes  this 
very  fubtile  Aura  may  be  fo  mixed  or  loaded 
ivith  grofs  and  fulphureous  Particles^  as  td 
Be  perceptible  to  the  Senfesi 

FURTHER,  as  to  the  fatal  Influences  of 
a  Piagud,  if  the  before  recited  Account  is 
hot  fufficient  to  fhew  it,  it  would  not  be 
a  Task  of  any  Difficulty  to  produce  many 
Inftances  of  its  Tyranny  and  Deftfu&ibu : 
Hence  the  Plague  by  the  Hebrews  was 
called  ^3*1,  or  Perdition-,  as  if  it  was  or¬ 
dained  on  Piirpofe  to  deftroy  Mankind :  It 
is  alfo  called  Lues i  from  to  dilTolve? 

a  nioft  certain  Way  of  Deftruftion^  and 
tvhofe  fatal  Property  in  the  Plague  is  iiiofl: 
femarkabld|  whereby  it  does  not  fo  much 
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prepare  the  Way*  as  immediately  of  its 
felf  deftroy,  and  of  whofe  certain  Ruin, 
through  whole  Regions  together,  we  have 
too  many  Teftiiiionies  upon  Record,  in  the 
Writings  both  of  Ancients  and  Moderns. 

.  <-  %  •  tf  ■'<*•*••>**  l*  *'  -  ‘  1  ■  •  .  •  .  |  :  fe*  .  '• 
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AGAIN,  the  Peflilence  is  faid  to  be 
contagious;  hecaufe  fome  are  come  to  that 
Height  of  Boldnefs,  (being  blind  with  too 
much  Light)  to  propagate  Arrange  Con¬ 
jectures  to  the  contrary,  as  if  the  late 
Plague  was  begun  and  continued  by  a  foreign 
Influence ;  but  to  remove  this  Contr overlie, 
it  may  be  convenient  to  explain  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  a  Contagion,  and  its  iuppofed  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Exertion;  but  before  I  enter 
upon  this,  it  will  be  necelfary  to  difpatch 
the  other  Members;  of  this  De&nition. 

I T  is  further  added,  that  the  Plague 
.  affefls  many  Regions  together  at  the  fame 
Time,  in  Order  to  diflinguifli  it  both  from 
Endemic  k  Difeafes,  that  is,  fuch  as  are  ap¬ 
propriate  to  one  Place  only,;  and  alfo  from 
,  Spradick  Difeafes,  which  although  they 
rage  among  It  the  Ponulace  in  this  or  that 
Country  or  Climate  indifferently,  according 
to  the  Influence  of  their  procatatClick  Caufes, 
they  are  yet  to  be  deemed  particular,  as 

well 


and  a  Contagion. 
well  as  they  are  pernicious :  But 
,of  thefe  Matters. 


enough 


AT  length  then  it  becomes:  necefiafy 
to  change  the  Confide  rat  ion,  and  enquire 
how  it  conies  that  the  Plague  hath  its 
chief  Origin  from  a  Change  or  Corruption 
of  the  nitrous  Spirits  in -the  Air  :  This  is 
the  gi;eat  Difficulty  !  This  is  our  Task  !  It 


is  therefore  to  he  hoped  that  the  Noyelty 
of  the  Opinion  will  net  occafion  any  one 
to  receive  it  at  ftrfi:  Sight  amifs,  until  by 


due  Examination  he  hath  brought  it  to 
Trial*  but  in;  Order  to  ereT  this  upon  a 
fure  Foundation,  it  is  proper  to  premise 
fome  Confident  ions, 


\  AND  firfi:  of  all,  the  central  nitrous 
Spirit  does  every  where  tranfpire  and  exhale 
towards  the  Surface,  to  recruit  the  Con- 
fumptipns  of  Nature,  and  for  other  Pur- 
pofes  hereafter  to  be  mentioned.  From 
/  this  faline  Origin  draining  through  the 
Bowels  of  the  Earth,  it  is  by  every  one 
underfiobd  Vegetation  is  carried  on  •  and 
that  the  Light  and  vital  Warmth  of  the* 
Sun  is  impregnated  by  it  through  the 
whole  Region  of  Air  ^  and  the  mutual 
fatercourfes  or  Operations  upon  one  ano- 

X)  3  ther, 
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ther  between  the  Sun’s  Rays,  and  thefe 
faline  Exhalations,  by  a  Kind  of  Magnetilm 
between  them,  is  too  obvious  in  a  Multi- 
tude  of  Instances  to  want  any  Comment. 

I  know  in  nothing  indeed  where  there 
is  a  greater  Intercourfe  and  Sympathy : 
and  a  confiderable  Illuftration  of  which 
may  be  made  by  the  following  Experi¬ 
ment,  If  any  one  in  the  Spring-time, 
when  the  Sun  is  approaching  nearer  to  us, 
digs  up  a  Piece  of  Earth,  and  after  In- 
fufion  and  Filtration,  evaporates  the  Li¬ 
quor,  he  wi  ll  find  at  the  Bottom  of  the  VelTel 
a  Sixth  Part  of  Salt  more  than  at  any 
other  Time  of  the  Year,  from  the  fame 
Quantity  of  Earth  managed  after  the  fame 
Manner ;  the  nitrous  Salt  for  many  Reafons 
not  arifing  in  fo  great  a  Quantity  for  the 
Exigencies  of  Nature,  at  any  other  Times } 
whence  I  conceive  it  manifeftly  to  prove, 
that  there  is  fuch  an  Efflux  of  this  Salt 
gs  before  fuggefted,  and  a  Kind  of  Subli¬ 
mation  of  it  into  the  Air,  and  that  this 
faline  Spirit  hath  a  Sort  of  Sympathy  with 
the  fuperior  Heat.  But  that  we  may  not 
tile  more  Arguments  than  are  necelfary  to 
prove  the  Energy  of  this  Principle,  every 
one  who  is  doubtful  herein  may  obferve, 

that 
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tliat  not  only  Plants  are  produced  and  iiom- 
rifhed  by  its  fubtle  and  luxuriant  Infinua- 
■tioii  into  their  Fibres,  but  that  alfo  from 


the  fame  aerial  Spirit  the  Life  of  Animals, 
and  even  the  humane  Species  is  preferved. 
And  I  cannot  fee  any  Difficulty  in  the 
tOp’hion,  that  the  belt  Temperature  of  the 
Blood  and  animal  Juices,  the  Renewal  of 
wafted  Spirits,  the  Reftaurcation  of  Strength, 
and  the  good  and  healthful  Conftitution  of 
the  Vifcera,  Members,  and  whole  Body,  is 
maintained  by  the  AffiRance  of  this  nitro- 
aerial  Spirit.  !\or  does  any  Thing  appear 
more  congruous  to  Reafon,  than  that  from 
the  fame  Caufe  does  the  Racy  Spirit  of 
the  Blood  arife,  as  it  is  not  derivable  from 


any  other  ;  nor  is  it  my  fmgie  Opinion, 
that  from  the  fame  Principle  it  derives 
its  Colour  ^  but  as  there  are  no  Arguments 
even  objected  to  this  DoTrine,  it  is  needr 
‘  lefs  to  imploy  more  Time  in  its  y indi¬ 


cation. 


BUT  further,  it  may  happen  that  this 
nitro-aerial  Spirit  may  various  Ways  be 
changed  in  its  Properties-,  that  is,  either 
with  Regard  to  its  prof ffick  Influences, 
(if  it  may  be  fo  expreffed)  or,  which  much 

D  4  oftneg 
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pftner  happens,  in  its  accidental  and  ad¬ 
ventitious  Impurities. 


•  r 

SOMETIMES  this  univerfal  Principle 
languifhes  apd  degenerates,  and  in  Its  own 
productive  Womb  is  tainted  with  fqme- 
what  pernicious  to  Vitality,  and  that  natu- 
ral  balfamick  Conftitution  of  Blood  that 
fupports  it  j  and  as  often  as  this  is  the 
Cafe,  the  whole  Orders  of  living  Beings 
play  look  upon  it  as  War  declared  again# 
them  :  But  where  any  Alteration  is  made 
upon  it  by  particular  and  fortuitous  Caufes, 
it  is  generally  frpm  top  much  Humidity 
diluting  it,  as  in  immoderate  and  unfeafon- 
able  Rains,  whence  moift,  crude,  and  un- 


whoifome,  Vapours  exhale  ,  for  every  one 
knows  how  much  tiumidity  is  a  Promoter 
of  P  litre  fa  £Hon  •  whence  Swarms  of  Infefts, 
which  is  a  certain  Forerunner  of  a  Pefti- 

i  .  i,i  ■  1 

lence :  It  alfo  fometimes  happens,  that 
this  vital  Spirit,  which  fo  much  delights 
in  Drynefs,  is  almofl  quite  extinguifhed 
Py  Q  rainy  Sealbn  j  in  which  Exigency, 
what  Miieries  may  not  Mankind  expeCl, 


when  a  fipall  Change  is  of  fo  fatal  Confer 
quence  ?  This  is  abundantly  confirmed  by 
the  Experience  of  Mariliy  Countries,  where 
phe  Dileafes  recurring  every  Year  are  very 


* 
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fafal,  by  means  of  the  putrid  and  damp 
^Exhalations, 

FURTHERMORE,  this  nitrous  Prin¬ 
ciple  may  be  fometimes  changed  in  its 
own  Kepofitory  by  too  intenfe  a  Heat 
from  within,  as  well  as  without  •  for  by  fb 
precipitate  a  Sublimation  its  Spirit  may  be 
deadnedj  that  is,  being  robbed  of  its  balfa- 
mick  Quality,  ( which  is  no  Abfurdity  to 
fuppofe  )  and  kindled  into  too  rapid  a  Mo¬ 
tion,  it  may  receive  a  kind  of  Emfyreuma ; 
and  from  which  Aduftion  there  may  arife 
feveral  Sorts  of  Diftemperaturc  j  as  Blafts 
upon  Trees,  and  Difeafes  amongft  Cattle  • 
and  at  laft  end  in  a  Peffilence  amongft  Man¬ 
kind. 

i  -y 

FOR  further  Illuftration  hereof  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  the  nitrous  Spirit  which 
circulates  through  the  fubterraneous  Ca¬ 
verns  may,  inflead  of  Obtaining  a  fur¬ 
ther  Purification,  take  along  with  it  cor¬ 
rupt  and  poyfonous  Vapours  from  arfenical 
or  other  Minerals:,  and  loaded  therewith, 
break  out  into  the  open  Air  :  And  this 
we  have  confirmed  from  common  Obferva- 
tion  in  theWeflern  Climes  of  Africa,  that 
lye  under  the  Equator,  wherein  the  very 

Showers 
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Showers  feem  to  be  endued  with  a  Stipticfc 
or  CaufHck  Power,  fo  as  to  taint  the  Cloaths 
and  Skin  of  the  Travellers,  and  burn,  as 
it  were,  upon  them  peftilentiai  Char  afters. 
From  which  Difpofition  it  cannot  be  a 
Wonder  to  any,  that  the  Plague  fhould 
reign  after  Earthquakes  j  becaufe  a  poyfo- 
nous  Spirit  at  fuch  Times  break  out  into 
the  Air ;  as  alfo  that  Nitre  thus  loaded 
with  an  impure  Mixture,  and  fometimes 
too  that  which  is  deadly,  fhould  of  it  felf, 
like  the  Occurfion  of  an  Acid,  force  out  its 
Way  wherever  there,  is  Room,  and  leave 
behind  in  its  Pafiage  many  Marks  of  Ma¬ 
lignity  j  fo  that  fubterraneous  Animals,  fuch 
as  Moles,  Mice,  Serpents,  Conies,  Foxes, 
0*c.  as  confcious  of  approaching  Mifchief, 
leave  their  Burrows,  and  lie  open  in  the 
Air  ^  which  is  alfo  a  certain  Sign  of  a 
Peftiience  at  Hand :  Hence  alfo  a  hidden 
Death  of  Fifh  9  and  a  Departure  of  the 
Birds  of  the  Air,  to  fecure  their  Safe- 
ty  in  that  which  is  more  wholefome. 

A  FTER  thefe  Obfefvations,  it  remains 
to  ihew  how  the  nitrous  Spirit  frequently 
receives  a  Change  like  to  that  which  may 
be  termed  Corruption,  although  it  is  vul¬ 
garly  accounted  incorruptible  in  it  felf, 

and 
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gild  is  ferviceable  in  Prpferving  other  Things 

9 

from  Putrefaction, 


T  O  the  Solution  of  this  uncommon- 
Difficulty,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice  that 
Corruption  here  is  not  in  that  Senle  ftriCHy 
as  when  it  is  the  Produce  of  Humidity^ 
but  fomewhat  more  congruous  to  the  pe? 
culiar  Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit ;  which 
although  it  cannot,  like  fome  other  Bodies^ 
putrifie,  yet  if  it  can  be  changed  from 
its  Nature  and  Figure,  fo  as  not  to  be 
reducible  into  them  again,  it  does  not 
leem  improperly  faid  that  fuch  a  Change 
is  equivalent  to  Corruption,  its  Vitality  or 
Effence  being  destroyed,  and  a  new  Tex¬ 
ture.  being  obtained.  And  this  i  ihall  fur¬ 
ther  endeavour  to  illunrate  by  a  double 


Argument. 


FIRST,  It  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubt- 

* 

ed,  but  that  what  Art,  which  is  the  I  mu¬ 
tator  of  Nature,  can  do,  may  be  done  by 
the  Efficiency  of  a  more  powerful  Agent ; 
and  the  moft  expert  Chy  miffs  do  fiiew  a 
certain  Corruption  of  Salt  ^  nor  would  it 
be  any  great  Labour  to  difcover  here  the 
Method  how  it  is  done,  were  it  not  a 
Crime  to  expofe  the  Secrets  of  Nature  on 

trifling 
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trifling  Occafions.  But  if  my  Authority  is 
not  fufficient  to  fupport  an  AfTer.tion  of 
■this  Weight,  I  truft  no  one  will  reject  the 
<3oiivi£Hon  that  arifes  from  EffeCts,  and 
therefore  1  Shall  refcrain  the  Proof  hereof 
to*  as  fhoirt  a  Com  pa  is  as  polhble.  As 
then  it  is  eftablifhed  by  the  concurrent 
Authority  of  Antiquity,  that  as  Fire,  aS 
it  is  an  Element  capable  of  Degeneration, 
and  feemingly  of  Corruption,  may  increale 
a  peftilential  Malignity  by  Means  of  its 
great  Subtilty,  its  prodigious  Increafe,  and 
ixvSft  Propagation*,  Qualities  too  which 
a  Peftilence  very  much  partakes  of.  That 
which  they  conceited  of  Fire,  teems  to 
me  to  be  applicable  in  a  much  more  phi¬ 
losophical  Senfe  to  that  Spirit  we  are 
fpeaking  of,  and  which  fb  nearly  refembles 
it.  I  am  indeed  a  Stranger  to  any  Thing 
in  the  Univerfe  that  makes  fo  fwift  a  Pro- 

*  x  4*  r  .  J 

grefs  as  a  Peftilence,  and  therefore  the 
infectious  Miafmata  are  in  the  facred  Seri- 


v  .  . 

and  howibever  certain  are  their  Strokes 

and  tho7  by  Means  of  their  Finenefs  they 

.  .  ■  *’  -  ■*  ..  # 

penetrate  into  the  very  Marrow,  they  yet 
Shun  by  their  Subtilty  our  Conceptions. 


AS 
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A  S  to  the  fpreading  of  a  Contagion 
from  one  to  another,  and  fo  on  to  Thou- 
lands,  there  is  nothing  can  be  poffibly 
more  fwift  in  the  Progrefs  of  Fire-;  and 
it  exceeds  even  Antimony  in  the  Retention 
of  its  Properties,  though  that  lofes  them 
not  in  a  thoufand  Infufions :  But  the  in* 

ftantaneous  Progrefs  of  this  Enemy  to  Man- 

»  ? 

hind  is  beft  illuilrated  by  the  Rapidity  of 
Light,  which  is  not  greater.  But  more  of 
this  we  pals  by  till  we  come  profeifedly 
to  fpeak  of  a  Contagion. 


SECONDLY,  the  particular  Nature  oi 
the  peftilential  Miaf?nata,  may  be  known 
from  their  peculiar  Influence  upon  the 
fa  line  Particles  in  a  humane  Body ;  for 
nothing  a&s  with  more  Efficacy  and  Ener¬ 
gy  upon  a  faline  Body,  than  another  par- 
,  taking  of  the  fame  Quality  ;  and  nothing 
is  more  plain  than  that  this  nitrous  Spirit 
is  of  more  Efficacy  than  the  Alkahefi  it 
felf,  as  by  it  the  fibrous  Parts  of  the  Blood 
are  immediately  corroded  and  diffolved; 
and  therefore  after  dangerous  Hemorrhages, 
very  little  Coagulation  can  be  obtained  in 
the  extravafated  Blood,  unlefs  by  its  be¬ 
ing  expofed  to  the  Cold;  but  as  often. 
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as  that  does  happen,  do  not  we  imme¬ 
diately  find  a  Fixation  of  the  Fluids*  and 
a  certain  Congelation  of  the  Juices,  which 
greatly  retards  their  rapid  Motions,  and 


tome  times  brings  even  a  total  Stagnation : 
It’s  furthermore  of  cdnfiderable  Importance 
to  our  prefen  t  Argument,  that  Spafms,  the 
•conftant  Attendants  of  a  Plague,  have 
their  Origin  from  an  acrid  vellicating  Salt 
in  the  nervous  Fluid* 


T  O  thefe  it  may  like  wife  be  added, 
that  a  Peftilence  has  a  great  Similitude  W 
a  fcorbutick  Habit,  having  its  Origin  from 
a  fa  line  Cdnftitution  of  Blood  *,  and  the 
great  Likenefs  there  is  in  many  Circum- 
Idances  of  their  Generation  and  Propaga¬ 
tion,  infdmuch  that  after  a  Peftilence  is 
with  others  ceafed,  it  will  yet  continue  td 
infeft  fcorbutick  Conftitutidns  -7  as  hereafter 
will  further  appear  :  From  the  fame  Caufe 
iikev/ife  does  a  peftilential  Contagion  reign 
mo  ft  in  Maritime  Countries,  and  near  the 
Sea-Coafts  '  becaufe  fuch  a  faline  Difpofi- 
tion  does  there  mod:  abdund  }  and  the  Truth 
of  this,  the  Maritime  Parts  of  our  own  Coun¬ 
try  do  by  fad  Experience  too  much  te- 
ftifie* 


LAST 
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LAST L  Y,  If  Arguments  taken  to  this 
Purpofe  "from  the  Method  of  Cure  were 
valid,  from  thence  it  may  be  gathered* 
that  a  faiine  Spirit  hath  a  great  fhare  in 
giving  Rife  to  a  Peftilence  j  for  in  out  cu¬ 
rative  Regards  for  this  Diftemper,  a  skilful 
and  upright  Phyiickm  bends  his  whole 
Care  at  firft  to  prevent  its  Attack,  which 
he  does  by  the  Ufe  of  oleaginous  Subftan- 
ces,  by  that  Means  expefting  to  cover  over 
the  Stomach  as  it  were  with  a  Plafter,  to 
guard  it  againft  iharp  and  corrofive  Effluvia  ~ 
the  fame  Intention  is  alfo  purified  by  Me¬ 
dicines,  in  endeavouring  to  defend  againft 
the  poyfonous  Taint,  or  throw  it  out  when 
received  by  Alexipharmicks  and  Diapho- 
reticks  :  For  every  one  who  is  but  tole¬ 
rably  converfant  in  fuch  Pra£tice,  very  well 
knows  that  the  faiine  Particles  are  thrown 
off  this  Way  >much  more  effefbually  than 
by  any  other  ^  and  a  further  Demonftrati- 
011  of  this  Matter  is  alfo,  that  the  Sweat 
of  infe&ed  Perfons,  as  in  the  late  Sicknefe* 
gives  extream  pungent  Pains  by  its  Acri¬ 
mony  in  its  Exit ;  and  that  the  more  brackiih 
fuch  Sweat  comes  out,  the  more  ferviceable 
it  proves  •  whereas  when  it  happened  to  be 

fort 
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foft  and  infipid,  it  was  a  fure  Forerunner  of 
tvorfe  Symptoms,  and  even  of  Death. 

'  ■  ■  •  1.  '  ' 

FURTHERMORE,  as  to  curativd 
Intentions,  all  Diligence  was  iifed  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve  and  reftore  the  internal  Ferments 
from  a  Contagion 5  and  this  was  chiefly 
done  by  faline  Preparations  of  various 
Kinds,  which  gave  greater  Energy  to.  the 
natural  Spirits,  fo  as  to  alter  and  renew 
them  by  Means  of  that  Similitude  of  Tex¬ 
ture  and  Gonftitution  naturally  between 
them; 

AGAIN,  what  was  excreted  did  greatly 
eftablifli  this  our  Hypothefls  *,  what  was 
thrown  up  by  hard  Vomiting  dilcovered  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  rancid  Brackiflmefs,  that 
vellicated  the  Stomach  into  Coiivulfions  b7 
its  acrimonious  and  corroflve  Qualities  5 
and  the  frothy  and  fermentative  Nature  of 
what  was  ejefted  by  Stool,  fully  fliowed  its 
faline  Mixture  :  But  we  fhall  come  more 
fully  to  talk  of  this  hereafter  :  To  con¬ 
clude  therefore  this  Gontroverfle  •,  although 
the  Hypothefls  here  laid  down  may  at  flrfl 
Appearance  leem  new,  yet  it  does  not  fo 
far  differ  from  the  Sentiments  of  the  An¬ 
cients  upon  the  fame  Subje£fe  as  confirm 

and 
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and  explain  what  they  have  faid  :  It  conies 
down  to  us  for  the  Opinion  of  fome  o£ 
the  n,  that  a  Putrefaction  of  Choler  in  an 
humane  Body  gives  Rife  to  a  Pedilence  | 
and  of  others,  that  Fire  may  be  fo  cor¬ 
rupted,  as  to  bccadon  the  fame ;  wliat 
therefore  the  former  conceived  of  Choler^ 
and  the  latter  of  Fire,  we  judge  more 
juftly  afcribed  here  to  a  vitiated  faline  Spi¬ 
rit.  But  lead  we  fhould  too  long  dwell 
upon  this  Argument,  if  it  was  needful  to 
recite  all  the  Caufes  enumerated  by  Authors  of 
this  Malady,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
any  one  which  does  not  coincide  with  this 


dur  Hypothecs  ^  fo  that  whofoever  pleafes 
to  be  at  this  Pains,  mud  either  affent  with 
us,  or  rejeCt  them  ;  and  he  that  does  not 
like  our  Opinion,  would  do  well  to  fhew 
a  better^ 


I  hi  the  abovedefcribed  Pedilence,  as  in¬ 
deed  in  many  otners,  Perfons  frequently 
died,  without  any  proceeding  Symptoms  of 
Horror,  Third:,  or  concomitant  Fever  : 
FOr  the  Confirmation  of  which,  I  iliali  give 
an  Indance  or  two  out  of  a  great  many  * 
A  Woman,  who  was  the  only  one  left  alive 
of  the  Family,-  and  yet  to  her  Thinking 
perfe&ly  \Vell,  perceived  upon  her  Bread 

E  the 
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the  pedilential,  Spots,  which  fhe  looking 
upon  to  be  the  fatal  Tokens,  in  a  very 
fhort  Space  died,  without  feeling  any  other 
Diforder,  or  any  other  Forerunner  of  Death. 

A  Youth  alfo  of  a  good  Conditution, 
after  he  had  found  himfelf  on  a  hidden 
marked  with  the  Tokens  of  the  Contagion, 
believed  at  fird  they  were  not  the  genuine 
Marks,  becaufe  he  found  himfelf  fo  well, 
and  yet  he  was  dead  in  lefs  than  four 
Hours  after,  as  his  Phylician  had  before 
prognodicated. 

BUT  how  fuddenly  fbever  the  Sicknefs 
killed  fome  People,  whether  by  fuddenly 
leizing  the  Brain,  Heart,  Lungs,  or  any 
other  principal  Part,  with  a  deadly  In¬ 
fection,  or  poifoning  the  vital  Spirits  at 
once,  fo  that  no  Appearance  could  be  dife 
cerned,  even  of  a  lurking  Fever,  yet  for 
the  mod  Part,  fome  Fever  did  fhew  it 
felf. 

AND  it  cannot  be  thought  drange, 
that  mod  who  took  the  Contagion  flioulcf 
have  a  Fever,  to  thofe  who  confider  the 
Nature  of  a  nitrous  Spirit,  efpecially  when' 
degenerated,  and  that  from  the  mod  flight 

Caufe 
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Caufe  it  will  take  Fire,  and  excite  Heat; 
and  the  Fever  accompanying  this  preterit' 
■Sic-knefs  was  of  the  world  Kind,  both  on 
Account  of  its  State  and  Periods,  fometimes 
imitating  a  Quotidian,  and  at  others  a 
Tertian  *  fometimes  teeming  to  retreat^ 
and  at  others  attacking  again  with  redoubled 
Fury  :  There  was  never  a  total  Ceffatlon, 
but  fometimes  a  Remiffion  for  an  Hour  or 
two,  although  every  Exacerbation  was  worte 
than  the  former  ;  but  this  I  pafs  by  here, 
having  Gccafion  hereafter  to  enlarge  further 
thereupon. 

A  T  length  therefore,  to  difcharge  mf 
firomife  in  giving  a  fhort  Account  of  a 
Contagion,  as  of  a  Difeafe  that  is  commu¬ 
nicable  that  Way  only,  and  killing  moil 
it  feizes,  it  is  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  the 
InfetHon  6t  the  peftllential  Poifbn  is  not 
only  transfer  table  from  one  Subject  to  ano¬ 
ther,  either  by  mediate  or  immediate  Con- 
tafr,  and  exciting  the  fame  Symptoms; 
but  all  the  Conditions  like  wife  of  its  Ex¬ 
ertion,  are  as  cdnfp’cuous  as  the  Noon-day 
Sun  ;  wherefore  thole  Arguments  to  prove 
the  pefilential  Corruption  not  to  arife 
from  Contagion,  are  trifling  and  not  worth 
Notice,  as  altogether  difconfonant  to  Rea* 
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jfon  and  Experience  \  as  after  I  have'  enud 
merated  the  Conditions  of  a  contagious 
Exertion,  I  doubt  not  but  to  make  this 
Matter  clear  to  every  one. 

FOUR  Things  chiefly  are  neceffary  to 
a  Contagion: 

FIRST \  That  there  is  an  Efflux  of  the 
contagious  Semlnium . 

SECONDLY,  That  there  is  a  conve¬ 
nient  Medium  for  the  contagious  Particles 
to  move  through,  and  be  conveyed  by. 

T H IRD  LY,  A  Fitnefs  in  the  Subjeft 
to  receive  and  cherifli  the  contagious  Efflu¬ 
via.  And> 

FOVR  THL  r,  A  due  Stay,  of  this  5V- 
minium  '7  of  all  which  diftinftly. 

THE  Quantity  of  Neceflaries  daily 
taken  in  for  RefreflimCnt  does  evidently 
demonflrate,  that  infenfible  Perfpiration  is 
much,  larger  than  all  other  Evacuations 
together :  But  where  a  Peftilence  invades, 
a  yet  much  greater  Wail  is  made  that 
Way  than  in  a  Time  of  Health,  by  the 

intefline 
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inteftme  Collu&ation  and  Struggle  of  oppo- 
fite  Principles  in  the  animal  Fluids}  this 
is  confirmed  by  the  Obfervation  of  Santto*- 
rim,  who  tells  us,  that  Perfons  taken  with 
a  peftilential  Contagion,  immediately  be¬ 
come  much  lighter,  the  Effluvia  of  their 
Bodies  breaking  through  on  all  Sides  with 
Rapidity^  for  fuch  is  the  Energy  of  the 
peftilential  Taint,  that  it  immediately  fub- 
tilizes  more  thick  Subftances,  and  gives 
them  fach  a  Sharpnefs,  as  to  cut  their 
Way  like  fo  many  Needles,  or  Wedges, 
and  very  often  carry  along  with  them 
thofe  natural  Spirits  which  fhould  be  a 
Prefervative  to  the  whole  Frame :  Flence 
fometimes  follow  Swoonings  and  Faintings 
that  are  fatal,  and  Indications  of  that  Waft 
of  Spirits  that  hath  been  made  by  the 
peftilential  Poifon, 

HENCE  moreover  it  appears,  of  what 
a  diffufed  Nature  this  Contagion  may  be 
of,  by  the  great  Plenty  that  tranfpires  from 
an  infefted  Perfoii}  and  which  Steam  a- 
ione,  as  it  is  fuihcient  to  communicate  the 
Infection,  fo  it  is  alfo  capable  of  vaft  Di¬ 
latation  and  Diffufton}  not  much  unlike 
the  Snuff  of  a  Candle,  which  not  only 
emits  a  great  deal  of  Smoak,  but  carries 
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a  confiderable  Stench  along  with  it  into 
yery  diflant  Parts. 

•  r  •  \  ,  'V  j; 

SECOND  LY^  A  fit  Medium  is  very 
conducive  to  the  Propagation  of  thePiague  y 
for  according  to  the  Difpofttion  of  that, 
in  being  more  or  lels  open  or  confined,  is 
the  Infection  fooner  or  flower  com  muni  ca- 
ted:  Nor  is  there  any  Doubt,  but  that 
the  Air  is  this  fit  Medium ,  and  whofe 
Pores,  altho’  very  minute,  are  readily  filled 
with  it  i  and  therein  the  noxious  Effluvia 

f  S  .  *■  A  «-»• 

lodge  fecurely,  unleis  expelled  by  any  ex¬ 

ternal  Force. 

THE  Air  is  moreover  the  more  con¬ 
venient  Re  cent 'He  and  Conveyance  of  this 
pefliiential  Toy  ion,  on  account  of  that  ni- 

"  f 

trous  Spirit  with  which  it  abounds  ^  hence 
it  more  eafily  receives  the  poifonous  Aura> 
and  faithfully  preferves  it  as  in  a  proper 
■Gonfervatory,  and  on  this  Account  the  per¬ 
nicious  Qualities,  (un'cfs  hr  ft  defir  oyed  by 
Tome  uncommon  Power)  fooner  reach  any 
Subject  to  aft  upon,  and  float  about  in 
Readinefs  for  Definition  :  Sometimes  alio 
the  peftilential  Ml  ay  mar  a  may  be  broke  and 
deftroyecl  by  the  Occurfion  of  others, 

with- 
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■without  any  Perception  of  either  having 
been  in  this  Medium . 

HENCE  it  comes  ftrongly  to  be  cog- 
jeftured,  how  the  pefHlential  Seminium  comes 
to  be  hid  fo  fecretly  in  the  Porofities  of 
the  Air,  fo  as  to  be  conveyed  from  one 
Country  to  another,  and  to  travel  wiper- 
ceived  into  very  diftant  Regions.  Further^ 
as  this  Medium  is  more  fill,  it  is  fo  much 
the  more  capable  to  receive  the  pefilential 
Infection  j  whereupon  Places  that  are  clofe, 
confined,  and  dark,  as  Prifons,  and  Houfes 
in  Vallles,  are  much  more  liable  to  Centa? 
gion,  than  Situations  upon  Emineneies, 
where  the  Air  is  frequently  agitated  by 
Winds •  for  the  malignant  Effluvia  cannot 
fo  well  fix  in  an  Air  fo  tumult uoufly 
hurried  about  ^  and  they  are  likewife  ren- 
dred  lefs  hurtful  by  a  continual  Mixture 
pf  freili  Air  with  them. 

% 

7*HJRDLTy  A  fultable  Difpoiition  of 
the  Subjeft  is  very  necefary  for  the  Re? 
ceptionv  of  the  pefHlential  Taint ;  and  this 
Difpofition  refpefls  either  #fome  Fitnefs  iq 
the  Pores  of  the  Body,  or  a  long  Accu? 
mulation  of  difempered  Humours.  The 
more  open  the  Pores  are,  and  the  wider, 
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by  lb  much  the  more  eafily  will  the  In-, 
feftion  penetrate  into  the  Body  -9  and  the 
more  conftringed  they  are,  the  better  Se¬ 
curity  is  there  againft  it,  infomuch  that 
hardly  by  any  other  Means  can  it  enter. 


A  Turgefcency  of  bad  Humours  greatly 
facilitates  the  Plague’s  Admihion  into  any 
Perfom  whether  fuch  a  morbid  Confhtution 
ariles  from  the  Supprelhoii  of  ufual  Eva¬ 
cuations,  or  from  an  erroneous  Ufe  of  the 
Non-naturals  ,  and  mod:  of  all,  a  Load  of 
bad  Humours  from  an  Excefs  or  a  Surfeit, 
leaves  fo  great  a  Similitude  to  the  pefti- 
lential  Potion,  as  greatly  to  encourage  its 
Admiilion  But  befides  thefe  Difpofitions 
of  the  Subject,  it  is  much  to  the  Purpole 
to  fugged  this  following  Obfervaiion,  that 
the  Plague  is  fometimes  fo  much  heredi- 
tary,  and  influenced  by  a  feminal  Taint, 
that  in  a  common  Contagion  it  lhall  mucji 
exert  it  felt  in  ibme  in  the  fame  Manner 
upon  Children,  as  their  Parents,  as  in  the 
Small-Pox*  and  other  Affections  of  like  Na- 

-  .  -3  '»  .  *  «  * 

ture. 


F OV  RT H*LTj  It  is  necehary  that  there 
(foil  d  be  a  continual  Lodgment  of  the 
pedilential  Poifon  *?  for  if  the  noxious  Steams 
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were  blown  away  as  foon  as  received,  there? 
would  be  but  little  Mifchief  done ;  but 
t-hofe  which  meet  with  any  glutinous  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  a  certain  Lentor.  from  theVifcidity 
of  the  Humours,  with  which  they  He  en¬ 
tangled,  until  they  are  carried  through 
the  larger  Velfels  with  the  Blood,  be¬ 
gin  to  fufe  and  taint  all  the  animal 

Juices }  and  thus  the  pefriferous  Miafmata 
having  got  Polfeffipn,  are  able  to  fubvert 
the  whole  Machine,  and  bring  all  intp 
Confufion,  without  requiring  any  long  Stay 
to  execute  their  pernicious  EiTefrs  ^  for 
as  foon  as  they  once  find  a  viicid  and 
tenacious  Subhance,  they  eagerly  join  with 
it,  and  are  but  with  great  Difficulty  to 
be  extricated.  Yet  notwithstanding  it  is 
generally  thus,  I  have  fometmies  found 
Irffiances  of  a  longer  Stay  of  the  peffffi 
lential  Poifon  before  its  Exertion,  where 
*  the  Symptoms  of  Ince&ion  have  not  ap¬ 
peared  until  a  fit  Time  of  Maturity  for 
Eruption  into  A£lion,  and  for  the  Confir¬ 
mation  of  which  feveral  Iiffiances  might 
be  produced  were  it  controverted  ^  I  have 
known  many  go  into  the  Country  after 
Intercourfes  with  the  infefrecl,  and  keep 
well  for  a  Month  or  two,  when  the  Ene¬ 
my  that  has  lay  hid  fo  long,  ruffied  out 

of 


of  its  Faftneftes,  and  by  its  Fury  Effi¬ 
ciently  Pompenfated  its  foregoing  Delays  °7 
and  this  Eruption  fooner  might  very  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  kindred  ,  partly  by  the 
Vifcofity  of  the  Humours  entangling  the 
peftilential  Mlafmafa,  and  partly  from  an 
over-powerful  balfamick  Quality,  natural  tp 
a  good  Blood,  and  to  a  Plenty  and  Vigour 
of  animal  Spirit*  but  as  I  would  not 
be  tedious  upon  Things  fo  very  obvious, 
this  {hall  fuftice  concernirfg  a  Contagion. 

BESIDES  the  Gaufes  already  recited, 
there  may  be  others  alfo  worth  Confidera- 
tion,  viz,,  the  eating  corrupted,  or  rotten 
Flefh  *,  and  it  is  not  at  all  foreign  to  our 
Purpoie  here  to  take  Notice,  that  on  the 
Year  before  the  late  peftilentuil  Sicknefs, 
there  was  a  great  Mortality  amongft  the 
CatteL  from  a  very  wet  Autumn,  whereby 
their  Carcafes  were  fold  among  ft  the  ordi¬ 
nary  People  at  a  very  mean  Price  *,  and  a 
great  deal  of  putrid  Humours  in  all  like¬ 
lihood  produced  from  thence :  And  this, 
in  the  Opinion  of  many,  was  the  Source  of 
our  laft  Calamities  and  many  knowing 
Perfons  afcribe  the  Peftilence  to  this  Ori¬ 
gin,  as  the  morbid  Difpofition  which  fuch 
a  Feeding  muft  needs  fubjeft  the  People, 

could 


and  a  Contagion .  59 

eould  not  but  facilitate  both  the  Infeftloq 
and  Progrefs  of  that  fatal  DejProyer. 

U''  ' 

T  O  this  I  do  not  deny,  but  that  the 
commoji  People,  who  fed  upon  fuch  a  Diet 
even  to  Gluttony,  might  treafure  up  Mat¬ 
ter  enough  for  fo  deadly  an  Impreffion^ 
and  with  which  the  Plague  might  naturally 
enough  go  into  a  Co-operation  but  fuch 
Provifion,  although  very  much  corrupt,  and 
liable  thereby  to  excite  Symptoms  like  to 
thole  in  a  Peftilence ,  yet  they  were  not 
in  Plenty  enough  to  fupply  the  whole 
Market  and  therefore  a  Caule  fo  private 
and  particular,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to 
extend  to  fo  univerfal  an  Effect. 

HENCE  it  is  further  manifeft,  that 
a  corrupt  Diet  can  do  no  more  in  giving  a 
peftilential  Impreihon,  than  a  good  one  can 
*  in  removing  it*,  and  therefore,  not  to  dwell 
too  long  upon  this  Matter,  it  is  my  Opi¬ 
nion  that  fuch  a  Way  of  Living  may  raife 
the  Humours  to  a  Degree  of  Putrefa£Hon, 
as  brings  Fevers  very  malignant,  and  caufes 
epidemical  Difeafes,  but  not  a  true  Pehi- 
knee. 

‘  1.  \  •  v  % 
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AND  the  Conjefture  that  a  Sicknefs 
among#  Cattle  is  transferable  to  the  humane 
Species,  hath  not  yet  appeared  on  any 
good  Foundation  *  but  to  remove  this 
Difficulty,  no  one  doubts  but  that  a 
Plague  among#  Cattle,  from  fome  com¬ 
mon  Caufe,  as  a  Corruption  of  the  aerial 
Nitre,  and  which  differs  from  a  Plague 
among#  Men  but  in  Degree,  may  alfb 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  humane  Species^ 
that  is,  a  feebler  Degree  of  Poifon,  and 
a  milder  jiura,  may  taint  the  Herbage, 
than  that  which  is  fufhcieiit  to  de#roy 
the  firmer  Con#itution  of  Animals  befides 
which,  from  the  Diverhty  in  the  Pores  of 
Brutes,  and  their  different  Con#itutions, 
and  the  Fortitude  in  the  Spirit  of  a  Man, 
i  cannot  be  induced  to  believe  that  the 
Peftilence  among#  Cattle  from  a  private 
Caufe,  can  ever  obtain  any  Dominion  over 
Mankind.  Thefe  Stories  therefore  have  no 
Weight  with  me,  that  a  certain  Leech, 
upon  opening  an  Horfe,  that  with  a  great 
many  others  had  died  of  fome  common 
£)i#emper,  in  Order  to  know  what  it  was, 
and  finding  certain  peftilential  Tokens  upon 
his  Inwards,  both  the  Matter  and  the  Fa¬ 
mily  fooR  died  of  the  Infection  which 

yet- 
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yet  went  no  further  than  that  Family,  but 
expired  with  them. 

DURING  the  late  Plague  likewife  at 
London ,  a  Citizen  travelling  into  the  Coun^ 
try,  found  his  Horle  of  a  Hidden  to  tire 
and  fall  down,  whereupon  he  opened  his 
Mouth  to  find  out  if  pofiible  the  Caule  of 
fo  fudden  a  Change  \  when  the  good  Man* 
upon  Receipt  of  the  Horfe’s  Breath  upon 
him,  immediately  grew  fick,  and  died  in 
two  Days  Time. 


BUT  thefe  and  the  like  Inflances  cer^ 
tajnly  tend  to  prove  no  more  than  that 
there  may  be  ConfHtutions  and  malignant 
Steams,  which,  by  agitating  the  Mafs  of 
Humours,  may  excite  putrid  and  irregular 
Orgafms,  wherein  the  juices  and  Animal 
Fluids,  according  to  the  Quantity  and  Pre¬ 
valency  of  the  Di temperature,  and  the 
Variety  of  the  infufed  Taint,  with  the 
Diverfity  of  Putrefaflion,  goes  into  Corru¬ 
ption  ^  but  the  forementioned  T  ran  (p  lan- 
tation  of  the  Plague  does  not  happen  but 
where  there  is  a  fuitable  Predifpofition  of 
Humours  to  admit  it,,  as  its  Caufe  is  not 
general*. 


MORE- 
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MOREOVER,  although  the  Intern- 
perature  of  the  Year,  fudden  Change  of 
Air,  Suppreffioii  of  ufual  Evacuation,  Di¬ 
minution  of  Perfpiration,  Drunkennefs,  Ve- 
nery,  and  Paiiions  of  the  Mind,  efpecially 
Anger  and  Fear,  are  juftly  reckoned  a- 
inongft  the  remote  Caufes  of  a  Peftilence  % 
yet  they  regard  rather  the  Invafion  of  it 
than  its  Origin  }  but  of  this  we  fhall  fay 
Snore  hereafter.  As  to  the  abovementioned 
Paiiions,  it  is  alnioft  incredible  how  fome, 
at  the  Height  oi  the  Infeftionj  would  from 
a  very  Right  Caufe  kindle  into  the  utmoff 
Rage,  and  rave  at  one  another  like  meer 
Scolds,  until  Death  parted  their  Conten¬ 
tions. 

NOR  does  Fear  or  Sorrow  Iefs  prepare 
the  Way  for  the  IhfeGion,  by  deadning 
the  Fancy  and  Memory,  by  Suffocating  the 
Spirits,  Suppr  effing  the  natural  Heat, 
breaking  the  Conftitution,  and  Promoting 
Malignity  :  We  have  manifold  Inftances  of 
this  kind  in  Readinefs  *,  but  if,  as  fome  do, 
we  ffiould  be  prolix  in  the  Enumeration 
Of  Things  that  want  not  Proof,  the  Reader 
would  be  quite  tired  with  needlefs  Stories* 


BUt 
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BUT  now  it  may  be  convenient  to  add 
a  few  Remarks  concerning  the  Tranilation 
of  a  Peftilence  from  an  hot  Country  to  a 
cold  one  7  for  according  to  the  different 
Eifeds  of  Heat  and  Cold;,  the  one  atte¬ 
nuating  and  rarefying,  the  other  condenfxng 
and  conftipating,  the  pefilential  Venom  in 
ffrangely  altered,  infomuch  that  in  a  Thing 
fo  obvious,  there  does  not  require  much  to 
be  laid :  Every  Thing  of  this  kind  pro- 
digioufly  fpreads  in  hot  Climates,  as  being 

i' 

more  fubtile  than  even  the  Air  it  \  felf- 
tho’  the  fame  in  the  Korthern  Countries 
is  more  refrained,  and  confined  in  Fafb- 
nelTes  it  cannot  efcape  from  *,  and  from  hence 
the  Reafon  is  very  obvious  why  there  is  fo 
much  Difference  between  the  Difeafes  of 
different  Climates,  which  w ckild  be  too 
tedious  for  us  here  to  go  into* 

T  O  come  nearer  therefore  to  our  Bufi- 
nefs ,  the  fame  Affedions  that  in  an  hot 
Country  heat  the  Blood  and  other  Juices, 
fo  as  in  a  great  Meafure  to  put  them  info 
Fufion,  when  -tranflated  into  the  contrary 
Extream  may  give  contrary  Properties,  to 
the  fame  Fluids,  and  e  cmtrd  \  and  th;s 
might  be  demonftrated  by  innumerable 

Expe- 
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Experiments,  were  there  any  Doubt  abouf 
it. 

I T  being  then  granted,  that  this  Plague 
firft  was  brought  from  Africa,  or  Ada,  to 
Holland ,  and  from  thence  into  Britain ,  every 
one  may  eafiiy  conjecture,  how  much  Al¬ 
teration  it  mu  ft  undergo  in  fuch  a  Travel, 
from  a  hot  and  dry  Climate  into  a  moift 
and  cold  one,  not  fo  much  in  its  own  Na- 
ture,  as  from  the  Vehicle  of  Air  which 
conveyed  it,  and  thereby  producing  diffe¬ 
rent  Degrees  of  Infection,  and  Series  of 
Symptoms :  But  this  Variation  would  be 
mold  difcernable  in  the  Complication  of 
the  peftilential  Seminium ,  with  the  particu¬ 
lar  Difeafes  of  each  Country,  and  thofe 
which  are  as  it  were  peculiar  to  them  : 
This  in  our  Cafe  is  very  well  worth  No¬ 
tice,  for  in  Holland ,  where  the  Scurvy  e5c- 
treamly  reigns,  ami  therefore,  for  Reafbns 
before  given,  moft  liable  to  a  peftilential 
InfeClion,  it  obtained  only  as  a  more  ag¬ 
gravated  Scurvy as  fhall  hereafter  be  fur¬ 
ther  remarked. 

»  ^ 

A  S  for  that  Opinion  of  the  famous 
Kircher ,  about  animated  Worms,  I  muft 
coufefs  I  never  could  come  at  any  fuch 
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Difcovery  with  the  Help  of  the  befl  Glaffes| 
nor  ever  found  the  fame  difcovered  by  any 
others  but  perhaps  in  our  cloudy  Ifland 
we  are  not  lo  fharp-fighted  as  in  the  fe* 
rene  Ait  of  Italy)  and  with  Submiflloir  to 
fb  great  a  Name,  it  feems  to  nie  Very 
difconfonant  to  Reafon,  that  Rich  a  pefti- 
lential  Scminium ,  which  is  both  of  a  nitrous 
and  poifonous  Nature,  fliould  produce  a 
living  Creature* 


A  S  in  putrid  Fevers,  fb  in  a  Peftilence^ 
Malignity  is  a  Deftroyer  of  Infe&s,  and 
frightens  them  away  as  it  \vere  alive,  fb 
far  is  it  from  giving  Birth  to  them ;  in* 
deed  in  fbme  malignant  Ulcers  and  Can^> 
cers,  and  in  the  Blood  of  fbme  People^' 
fometimes  animdcula  are  found )  which  is 
rather  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  Effe£i  Of 
fbme  Fault  in  the  nutritious  Juice,  thaii 
the  Produce  of  any  Poifon*,  and  therefore 
I  they  are  not  to  be  accounted  amongft  the 
Caules  of  a  Peftilence* 


(  66  ) 
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SECTION  III. 

Of  the  primary  Seat  of  a  Peflilence  ;  where $ 
by  the  Way ,  is  confdered  the  Nature  of 
the  Spirits ,  and  their  Infeilion  in  an 
humane  Body  from  Poifon. 

I  N  Order  to  put  an  End  to  the  Con- 
troverftes  about  the  Seat  of  a  Peftilence, 
which  have  from  Antiquity  even  to  this 
Day  been  warmiy  maintained,  many  Au¬ 
thors  putting  the  Heart  for  the  Principle 
of  Life  and  Death,  fome  the  Brain,  and 
others  the  Stomach,  Lungs,  or  Liver :  It 
will  be  neceifary  here  to  difcover  the  im¬ 
mediate  Residence  of  the  peftilential  Semi~ 
mum*  Since  therefore  the  above-mentioned 
Aura ,  according  to  Hypothecs,  is  very 
fubtile  and  fpirituous,  for  that  Reafon  there 
muft  neceffarily  be  fome  conformable  Pro¬ 
perty  In  the  Matter  which  is  fit  to  receive 
it  *  as  tlierefore  there  is  not  in  the  whole 
humane  Machine  any  Subject  more  appo- 
fite,  and  capable  of  its  Union,  than  the  ani¬ 
mal  Spirits,  we  mu  ft  fix  its  Residence  there. 
But  becaufe  I  am  fenfible  what  Objections 
this  Opinion  lies  open  to,  with  fome  Per- 
fons,.  who  may  not  conceive  how  an  im- 
;  i  h  .  mediate 
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mediate  Infe&ion  of  the  Spirits  is  commu¬ 
nicable  to  the  Vifcera,  and  all  Parts  of 
the  Body,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  go  thro3 
this  Matter  in  a  Very  particlar  Manner,  by 
inquiring  * 

FIRST,  What  are  the  Spirits  concern* 
ing  which  we  are  here  fpeaking? 

S ECO  N D  LYj  What  is  that  Difpolitioh 
of  Spirits  which  makes  them  fit  to  receive 
the  peftilential  Impreilion  ?  And, 

THIRD LT}  After  what  Manner  the 
vitiated  Spirits  can  affeft  the  whole  Body 
ivith  Diforders? 

T  O  this  Purpofe  we  muft  know,  that 
the  Spirits  are  the  moft  thin  and  fub^ 
tile  Particles  of  the  Aliment  and  other 
Juices,  raifed  to  the  utmoft  Perfection  and 
Volatility  by  the  innate  Heat,  and  the 
!  nitro-aerial  Spirit,  to  ferve  in  the  Opera- 
i  tions  of  the  Mind,  and  all  the  Purpofes  oi 
:i  the  animal  O Economy., 

I  '  :  '  *  *»  :  •  '  .  r 

THE  Matter  whence  the  Spirits  are 
;j  generated  is  the  Chyle,  and  their  Reftau* 

!  tat  ion.  Confirmation,  and  Vigour,  from  the 

F  %  Re- 


68  Of  the  primary  Seat 

Recruits  of  Food,  as  is  their  Languor,  Pro* 
ftration,  and  utter  Extinftion  from  the 
Want  of  it  y  fo  that  howfoever  they  were 
firft  generated  in  the  original,  they  owe 
their  Confer vation  and  Vitality  to  the  Nou- 
riffiment  continually  brought  inj  and  al¬ 
though  in  a  State  of  perfect  Health  they 
are  never  changed  by  that ,  yet  they  con¬ 
tinually  aft  upon  that  after  various  Ways, 
bringing  it  from  a  crude,  recreme  r.ticious 
State,  into  a  noble  Juice,  or  rich  fpiritual 
Balfam,  retaining  its  ideal  Char  after  :  And 
hence  it  comes  about,  that  although  there 
is  a  daily  Wafie  of  Spirits,  there  is  no 
Want,  becaufe  Nature  is  continually,  while 
Things  are  in  Health,  making  more }  in- 
fcmuch  that  after  a  due  Conftitution  of 
Spirits  is  obtained,  they  of  themlelves  are 
the  main  Efficients  in  making  more,  as  one 
Light  is  kindled  by  another,  and  as  the 
Blood  it  felf  is  the  chief  Inftrument  in 
Sanguification,  or  making  more  Blood. 

I T  is  a  Matter  indeed  of  much  more 
Difficulty  to  determine,  how  Particles  from 
a  grofis  Origin,  fhouid  be  raifed  to  lo  great 

Volatility  and  Finenefs  *  but  this  is  very 
certain,  that  when  they  are  elaborated  in 

the  moft  perfeft  Manner,  they  exceed  even 

the 
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the  Light  and  A&ivity  of  the  Sun-Beams  • 
and  the  brighter  and  more  a£Hve  they  are, 
the  better  do  they  perform  their  Offices 
in  the  OEconomy,  as  from  their  Efficiency 
is  procured  a  State  of  Health  and  Vigour 
both  in  Body  and  Mind. 


IT  is  of  no  great  Moment  to  enquire* 
what  Quantity  of  Spirit  is  neceffary  for 
the  Confervation  and  Support  of  an  humane 
Body*  fo  that  we  do  but  know  they  par¬ 
take  of  the  Source  from  whence  they  are 
generated,  infomuch  that  they  are  more 
or  lefs  perfeft,  according  to  the  greater  or 
leffier  Degree  of  Purity  in  their  productive 
J.u  ices. 

BUT  l  muft  here  acknowledge  my  felf 
diffident  in  that  Opinion  of  the  Spirits  be*, 
ing  prepared  of  a  different  Nature  for  par¬ 
ticular  Parts,  for  according  to  the  Influen- 
:  ces  of  the  Mind,  and  the  Contiguity,  Re£li- 
j  tude,  or  Confent  of  the  VefTels,  they  are 
by  a  voluntary  A£k  determined  the  fame 
into  this  or  that  Limb  or  Part :  Which 
j  is  manifest  enough  in  the  Prick  of  a  Needle, 
or  a  venomous  Bite,  from  the  great  Afflu* 
ence  of  Spirits  to  that  Part }  I  have  there*. 
fqre  no  Notion  qf  a  continued  Emanation 

F  3 
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of  Spirits,  but  that  on  fueh  Occafions  they 
are  called,  by  the  Senfation  upon  the  af-* 
fe&ed  Part,  from  the  nervous  Origin  where 
they  are  elaborated, 

SB  CO  ND  LTy  It  fometimes  happens 
that  the  Spirits  degenerate  from  their  native 
Purity,  as  alfo  at  others  that  they  prove 
abortive,  in  not  arriving  to  their  utmoft 
Maturity,  whereby  they  lie  more  open  to 
foreign  Impreflions  of  Dihemperature. 

BUT  when  the  juices,  or  common 
Fromptuary  from  whence  the  Spirits  are 
generated,  is  not  uniform,  genuine,  and  per- 
fe£t  in  kind,  it  is  impohible  that  Spirits 
fhould  be  made  from  it  in  any  tolerable 
Perfe£lion ;  for  one  may  as  well  pretend 
to  wafh  a  Brick,  or  draw  clear  Water  from 
a  foul  Spring,  as  expe£l  pure  and  natural 
Spirits  from  a  corrupt  and  vitiated  Chyle  j 
although  even  when  the  Chyle  is  in  right 
Order,  there  may  various  Errors  happen 
in  the  Generation  of  Spirits,  as  from  too. 
great  an  Heat  agitating  the  Blood  in  a 
preternatural  Manner,  or  from  an  imperfeS; 
or  unequal  Separation  of  Particles,  or  from 
too  much  Cold  caufing  an  Intermixture  of 
Crudities \  and  again*,  although  the  Spirits, 
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are  duly  elaborated,  yet  they  may  run  into 
irregular  Motions,  and  be  the  Occafion  of 
many  Diforders :  But  what  is  moil  to  the 
Purpofe,  they  may  fometimes  alfo  receive 
a  Taint  from  external  Impreilions, 

AND  this  Aptitude,  or  Propenfity  of 
the  Spirits  to  receive  a  peftilential  Taint, 
is  manifeft  from  their  fiery ,  or  rather  fa  line 
Nature,  for  on  Account  of  that  Subtilty 
which  they  acquire  thereby,  do  they  more 
naturally  attract  the  contagious  Aura^  than 
Todies  more  grofs  and  heavy :  For  as 
thefe  Spirits,  as  before  obferved,  are  nitrous, 

:  and  inflammable,  by  their  Similitude  to  a 
peftilential  Aura ,  they  not  only  are  fitted 
:  to  receive,  but  even  attrafl:  it,  and  pro** 

1  voice  it  into  Union*,  as  the  Snuff  of  a  Can¬ 
dle  juft  blown  out,  if  it  is  not  too  far  off, 
1  will  by  an  Affinity  of  Qualities  be  foon 
rekindled  by  another  lighted  one  at  fome 
I  Diftance*,  and  how  much  foever  the  poi- 
I  fonous  Qualities  of  the  peftilential  Effluvia 
1  may  be  deftruftive  of  the  animal  Spirits, 
\  yet  there  is  nothing  more  certain,  thap 
:!  that  their  Taint  is  very  eafily  im 

upon  them.. 

I  T 
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AFTER  the  peflilential  Poilon.  is  thus 
received  by  the  Spirits,  it  is  impohible  to 
exprefs  the  fatal  Confequences,  and  the 
cruel  Havock  that  is  made  in  the  whole 

<  i  .  t  '  >  r«r:  * 

O Economy  ;  for  the  fame  Inftruments  which 
before  were  aery,  lucid,  and  like  the  Rays  of 
the  Sun,  immediately  become  vapid,  dark, 
and  ufelefs,  neither  able  to  invigorate  the 

V  f  ■  f  •  ■  *>  .  "  ■  " 

ConfHfcution,  nor  defend  it  againft  the 

Goatagioru 

- 

THIRDLY^  Having  briefly  palled  ove.r 
thele  Matters,  it  remains  that  we  fliew  by 
what  Steps  the  humane  Frame  comes  to 
be  difordered  by  this  peftilential.  Invafion^ 
and  in  Order  to  this,  I  know  not  a  more 
fatal  Circumflance  in  Nature  than  to  have 
the  very  Guards  aiid  tutelary  Prefervers  of 
Life,  turn,  as  it  were,  Deferters  and  Be- 
trayers.  For  there  is  nothing  more  manf* 
felt,  than  that  the  whole  Compage,  and 
its  feveral  Parts,  run  into  Decay  as  foon 
as  the  pefliiential  Taint  takes  Place*,  for 
immediately  upon  the  firfl  Seizure,  the 
whole  Effort  of  Nature,  as  at  Rome  when 

'  '  ’«  /  ■  i:‘ 

Hannibal  was  at  their  Gates,  is  recolle&ed 
again#  the  Enemy,  as  fenfible  that  all  is 

<at  Stake,  but  being  %unequal  to  the  Cpnflift, 

'  '  j  ’  ■ 
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they  retreat,  and  are  taken  Prifoners,  leav* 
ing  the  whole  Body  defepcelefs.  Hence 
the  Infection  runs  through  all  the  Blooc^, 
whereby  the  Heart  and  Lungs  are  princi¬ 
pal  Sufferers.  Hence  fuch  a  Corruption  of 
the  nutritive  Fluids,  that  the  whole  ner¬ 
vous  Syffem  is  diffurbed,  the  burning  Heat 
of  the  Pancreas  produces  the  moff  extream 
Sicknefs,  and  hence  follows  fuch  a  Depra¬ 
vation  of  the  whole  Machine,  that  all  the 
vital  Faculties  ceafe  to  ad,  and  Death 
clofes  the  fatal  Scene. 

r  ■  '  >  i 7  »•  ;  C  .  j  -  - 

BUT  I  do  not  at  all  lee  how  fuch  a 
noble  Part  as  the  Heart,  Ihould  be  firff: 
affeded  by  any  particular  fpecifick  Quality 
in  the  Poifon  of  a  Plague,  to  affed  that 
more  than  any  other  *,  as  if  it  was  fo  fpight- 
ful,  as  fome  would  have  it,  to  attack  the 
Principles  of  Life  at  once  *,  for  the  Heart 
feems  at  firff  to  be  affeded  chiefly  from 
the  Multiplicity  of  Veifels,  and  the  great 
Crowd  of  Circulation  that  Way,  giving 
Opportunity  for  the  Venom  fooner  to  arrive 
thither*  concerning  which  we  fhall  have 
Occafion  to  fay  more  under  that  Head  of 
Symptoms. 


UPON 
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UPON  die  ftrong,  preemptive  Proofs 
therefore  that  the  peftilential  Poifon  chiefly 
refides  in  the  Spirits,  we  cannot  but  much 
admire  at  theWeaknefs  of  thofe,  who  ex^- 
ped:  to  dete£b  its  Nature  and  Caufe  from 
what  they  can  find  on  the  DiiTeftion  of 
morbid  Bodies,  and  fuch  like  Circumftances  : 
For  a  very  noted  Perfon,  and  one  of  ex-p 
quifite  Skill  in  Anatomy,  although  he  hi  ru¬ 
le  If  at  laft  fell  in  the  general  Calamity, 
affirmed,  that  the  Seat  of  the  laR  Peftilence 
was  in  the  extream  Angles  of  the  Vlexu s 
Choroides ,  towards  the  Cerebellum ,  becaufe  he 
had  found  a  fmall  Velicle  there  ^  others 
have  obferved  the  Lungs  to  have  been 
marked  with  the  T okens  of  Infeftion }  o- 
jthers  report  the  Heart  to  have  been  tume¬ 
fied,  and  burnt  as  it  were,  to  a  Coal  j 
whereas  it  is  plain,  that  thefe  Parts  are 
only  fo  many  Fields  of  Battle,  where  the 
Spirits  and  the  Infe&ion  contend  it  with 
each  other  Nor  will  any  one,  who  rightly 
considers  thefe  Things,  wonder,  that  fuch 
Marks  of  Devaluation  fhould  every  where 
be  left  by  fb  cruel  an  Enemy- 

THEREFORE,  although  it  fhould 
be  granted  that  the  rnoft  obvious  and  open 

Tokens 

i  i. \ 


I 
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Tokens  of  a  Peftilence  are  from  a  fplritua! 
and  an  invifible  Caufe,  and  whofe  Effects 
may  perhaps  fometimes  be  laid  open  to 
Sight,  yet  I  have  no  Intention  to  difcourag© 
anatomical  DiiTe&ions  as  a  needlefs  Trouble., 
for  by  fuch  Light,  Medicine  is  recovered 
from  the  Reproach  of  Conje£lure  ^  but 
when  Bodies  are  opened  which  have  been 
deflroyed  by  fqch  fubtile  Agents  as  here  fpoke 
of,  there  is  no  Confidence  to  be  given 
from  thence  to  the  Nature  of  the  Dileale  \ 
and  thole  who  have  been  moft  knowing  in, 
the  Nature,  Ufe,  and  Diforders  of  the 
Spirits,  very  well  can  dire£l  how  to  re¬ 
cover  thole  Diforders,  and  avoid  future 
Inconveniencies  by  immediate  Application 
thereunto, 

AND  Laftly,  to  conclude  this  Do£h*ine 
concerning  the  Spirits  Infeftion,  this  irre¬ 
fragable  Argument  may  be  produced  from 
the  Intention  of  Cure  ^  for  I  have  expe¬ 
rienced  by  more  than  a  thoufand  Instances, 
that  the  more  cardiack  and  alexipharmick 
Medicines  are  fubtile  and  fpirituous,  the 
more  certainly  do  they  encounter  the  pe~ 
fjilential  Poifon  with  Succefs ;  whereas, 
on  the  contrary,  thole  Medicines  which  are 

coarler- 
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coarfer  and  flower  of  Exertion,  do  little 
or  no  Good.  But  this  we  refer  to  the 
curative  Part  hereafter  in  another  Se&ion, 


SECTION  IV. 

Of  the  Complication  of  a  Pejlilence  with 
other  Diftempers9  and  particularly  with 
the  Scurvy . 


AS  the  Peftilence  is  the  moft  powerful 
of  all  other  Diftempers,  fo  it  alfb 
claims  a  particular  Privilege  of  joining  with 
all  others 7  fo  that  it  does  not  more  ex¬ 
cel  in  its  own  Contrariety  and  Antipa¬ 
thy  to  Nature,  than  it  aflerts  a  Preroga¬ 
tive  over  all  thoie  various  Evils  which  the 
humane  Frame  is  fubje£led  to,  and  draws 
them  into  its  Ailiflance  in  exercifing  its 
cruel  Power  over  Mankind. 

THIS  AfTertion  might  be  fiipported 
by  a  Multitude  of  Instances,  if  it  were 
not  for  taking  up  too  much  of  the  Rea- 
defsTime^  for  which  Reafon  we  fhall  on¬ 
ly  take  Notice,  that  amongft  all  thofe  Di- 
tempers  which  are  thus  inclined  to  join 
their  Forces  with  this  moft  powerful  Ene? 
my7  feme  feem  to  have  a  more  particu¬ 
lar 
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lar  Fitnefs  for  fuch  a  Union,  from  a  com- 
mon  Affinity  in  the  Nature  of  their  In¬ 
fection,  and  the  Energy  of  their  Poifon. 

ONE  of  the  Firft  of  this  Clafs  is  the 
venereal  Difeafe,  with  which  the  peftilen- 
tial  Venom  does  in  a  very  familiar  Manner 
unite  it  felf.  At  the  firft  breaking  out 
indeed  of  the  laft  Sicknefs  it  was  given  out 
by  common  Fame,  that  thole  who  were  pre- 
vioully  infefted  with  any  foul  Diftemper, 
as  the  Pox  in  particular,  would  be  fecured 
thereby  againft  the  peftilential  Taint;  but 
wicked  and  impious  was  the  Confequence 
of  fuch  a  Suggeftion;  for  many  were 
hereby  encouraged  to  leek  the  moft  lalci- 
vious  and  filthy  Proftitutions,  on  purpofe 
to  be  fecurM  by  one  previous  Infe&ioii  againft 
another :  But  befides  the  poifonous  Qua¬ 
lity  peculiar  to  this  nafty  Difeafe,  befides 
that  Expence  of  Spirit  in  the  procuring 
‘  it,  and  befides  a  loft  Force  of  the  Con- 
ftitution  thereby,  the  greateft  Aggravation 
to  this  Misfortune  was,  that  the  very  Taint 
which  was  to  defend  againft  another,  had 
it  in  its  Nature  to  be  more  forcibly  at¬ 
tracted  by  it ;  fo  that  the  rafii  Adventurer 
was  foon  brought  to  a  bitter  Repentance 
for  his  Experiment,  by  finking  immediately 

under 
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tmder  the  peftilential  Contagion  at  its  firfi 
Stroke  ^  and  it  was  common  to  find*  by  a 
very  ealy  Tranfition,  the  venereal  Buboes 
changed  into  peftilential  Carbuncles,  except 
in  a  few  Inftances  where  Nature  found  out 
an  uncommon  Artifice  againft  thefe  united 
Powers,  by  endeavouring  an  Eje&ment  of 
their  joint  Malignities  by  Salivation,  where¬ 
by  fometimes  the  Patient  was  brought 
into  Lome  Chance  for  his  Life,  both  the 
Poifons  being  in  a  great  Meafure  caft  off 
together  that  way 4 

BUT  here  it  may  not  be  improper^' 
to  admonifh  the  young  Phyficians  not  td 
be  too  forward  Imitators  of  Nature  in  fuch 
a  Circumftance }  unlels  they  will  run  the 
fame  Hazard  with  a  certain  Empirick, 
Who  Crouded  his  Powders  upon  the  Sick 
that  railed  an  untimely  fpitting,  and 
brought  a  great  many  into  a  dangerous 
Condition,  which  by  a  regular  Pra£Hce 
might  have  been,  tho'  with  Difficulty, 
laved. 

Yet  to  fet  this  whole  Affaif  in  d 
clear  Light,  there  is  great  Reafon  to 
fuipefl:  that  in  many  Cafes  Mercury  had 
for  fome  time  remained  in  the  Body,  which. 
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like  a  Snake  in  the  Grafs,  being  raifed  b f 
the  Peftilential  Infe&ion,  flew  up  into  & 
Salivation;  for  the  febrile  Heat,  affiled 
with  Medicines  alfo  of  an  hot  Nature,  throw 
up  the  Mercury,  which  had  long  lain 
quiet,  like  a  Sublimation;  which  ihould 
be  a  Caution,  not  only  to  young  Phyfici- 
ans,  but  thole  of  more  Handing  in  PraHice, 
not  to  be  fo  buify  with  mercurial  Medi¬ 
cines,  to  Children  as  well  as  grown  Per- 
fons,  as  thly  are  too  much  apt  to  be ; 
leafl  beiides  the  Inconveniencies  already 
mentioned  they  caufe  malignant  Ulcers, 
and  Rotennefs  upon  the  Bones,  as  it  is  too 
commonly  obferved  to  be  done  in  irregular 
Practice,  to  the  irreparable  Detriment  of 
the  Patients* 


I  am  not  however  ignorant  that  fbme-* 
times  the  Peftilential  Venom  may  tumble 
the  falival  Glands  without  any  other  AD 
‘fiHance,  and  occalion  Ulcers  in  the  Mouth 
as  with  Mercury ;  for  it  is  a  common  Cafe 
in  many  malignant  Fevers* 


BUT  it  is  fo  clear  a  Matter  that  the 
Peftilential  and  venereal  Poyfons  may  inti¬ 
mately  join  together  by  their  Affinity 
with  one  another,  to  the  great  Detriment 

n' 

or 
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of  Mankind,  as  to  want  no  further  ProofS 
to  confirm  it ;  nor  does  their  Opinion  at 
all  obviate  ours,  who  place  the  venereal 
Poyfon  in  Humidity,  and  that  of  a  Pefti- 
lence  in  Drynefs,  as  long  as  the  Symptoms 
and  Affections  of  both  difcover  one  com¬ 
mon  Principle,  that  is,  fomewhat  faline  $ 
hut  yet  if  this  fiiould  not  be  granted^ 
they  are  naturally  enough  joined  together 
by  their  known  Malignity  and  DeftruClion 
to  human  Nature. 

BUT  the  Affinity  between  a  Peftilencg 
itnd  a  Scurvy  is  not  a  flight,  and  a  fup- 
pofititious  Conjefture,  but  ftrengthened  and 
confirmed  by  a  plain  Union  between  them^ 
whereby  they  attack  like  confederate  Troops  ** 
and  both  confefs  the  fame  Origin,  viz. 
a  faline  Principle  ^  as  is  mdfi:  remarkably 
obvious  in  their  eager  Coalition,  whether 
we  confider  the  forementioned  Tranfplanta- 
tion  of  the  like  Plague  from  Turfy  to  Hoi- 
lardy  where  their  Alliance  was  firfl  formed  ^ 
Or  whether  we  reflet  upon  them  both 
as  Diffempers  equally  epidemical,  which 
when  joined  make  fuch  cruel  Havdck 
among  the  human  Species ;  as  neighbouring 
Flames  catch  together  from  a  like  Af¬ 
finity  oi  Parts,  and  burn  with  united  Fury* 

FOR 
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-v  •  **  » 

]F  OR  although  there  is  a  great  Diffe¬ 
rence  in  Saits  of  different  Kinds,  yet  there 
is  a  common  Property  among#  them  all* 
that  when  joined  together  they  cannot 
hardly  by  any  Means  poftlbty  be  afterwards 
feparated*  for  which  Reafdii  when  thefe 
two  Enemies  of  Mankind  were  joined*  the 
complicated  Evil  was  at  .fir#  cu#omarily 

di#inguiihed  by  the  dutlandijh  Scurvy  >  which 

• 

by  a  confederate  Power  had  increafed  its 
Malignity  to  fo  great  a  Degree.  But  to 
give  fome  apparent  Faffs,  which  irrefraga- 
bly  prove  the  natural  Union  between  thefe 
two  Origins  of  Mifchief,  it  may  be  proper 
to  recite  fbme  Symptoms  common  to  them 
both,  and  fir#  of  all  thofe  Spots  which  were 

i*-.  . 1 

their  certain  Charafterifticks. 


THE  Spots  of  thofe  in  the  Plague  were 
fometimes  fo  numerous,  as  to  cover  all  the 
Body,  of  which  we  #iail  fay  more  here- 
after ,  and  if  we  corifider  the  Appearances 
and  Conditions  of  the  Spots  in  both*  we 
ij  fliall  find  a  very  great  Agreement*  the 
ji  peftilential  Spots  fometimes  break  out  broad* 
:  at  other  Times  more  contrafled,  juft  in 
i  the  fame  Manner  as  it  happens  in  a  Scurvy  9 

I!  »  v  * 

!  and  as  to  their  Duration,  fometimes  they 

Q 

I* 
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are  longer  out  than  at  others  in  bothy 
now  alfo  fuddenly  appear,  and  then  again 
as  fuddenly  turn  in,  and  fometimes  remain 
Out  for  two  or  three  Days  together ;  and 
their  Likenefs  in  all  Refpe&s  is  frequently 
fo  great,  that  amongft  the  ignorant  NurfeS 
and  Empiricks,  fometimes  the  fatal  Tokens 
of  a  Peftilence  have  been  miftaken  only 
for  Scurvy  Spots :  As  to  their  Colour  in 

-V-  *  " 

a  Plague,  as  well  as  in  a  Scurvy,  they  are 

'  i  j,  ,  *  - 

fometimes  florid,  refembbng  frefh  Flea- 
Bites,  and  at  others  dusky  and  livid  ;  and  I 

<  |  f  '  r  .  V 

met  with  them  in  a  certain  Youth  relembling 
Violet  Flowers  painted  all  over  the  Body ; 
and  in  dome  I  have  feeii  them  almoft  quite 

black,  which  are  with  great  Difficulty  to 

. 

be  dihinguifhed  from  the  true  pedHlentia! 
Tokens. 

»*  *  . 

THERE  are  other  Symptoms  alfo 
that  denote  the  Agreement  herein,  fuch  as 
large  Stools,  of  a  fa  line  and  fetid  Nature, 
and  which  are  with  great  Difficulty  re¬ 
trained  by  the  met  powerful  Medicines;, 
but  if  fuch  a  Flux  continues,  it  threatens 
irretrievable  Injuries,  as  Corrofion,  Inflam-, 
mation,  and  fometimes  even  Sphacelati  on  of 
the  Bowels,  with  intolerable  Gri pings,  and 
fometimes  Lofs  of  Blood  :  Furthermore, 

the 
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the  Agreement  that  there  is  between  the 
Ulcers  and  Tumours  of  both  evidently  de~ 
monftrate  the  Affinity  of  both  their  Ori¬ 
gins,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully  appear  in 
that  Part  about  the  Cure. 

THE  FefHlence  likewile  IheWs  its  Affi¬ 
nity  with  the  Scurvy,  by  leaving  behind  it 
a  icorbutick  Habit,  even  where  a  Per  foil 
was  not  given  to  it  in  the  ieaflt  before  j 
and  it  is  not  indeed  at  all  ftrange,  that 
after  fuch  Diforders,  and  Corruption  of  the 
animal  Juices,  and  fuch  an  Exhalation  or 
Suffocation  of  fubtile  and  fpirituous  Par¬ 
ticles,  an  Habit  ihould  be  confirmed,  that 
can  be  removed  but  by  the  mo  ft  generous 
Remedies,  and  the  inoff  powerful  Anti- 
fcorbuticks. 

Uk 

I  T  remains  now  briefly  to  enquire, 
whether  a  Peffilence  coming  upon  another 
Difeafe,  in  any  Inftances  proves  of  Service  *7 
and  this  I  fliall  difpatch  in  two  Hiftories 
of  Cafes,  one  in  a  Confumption,  and  the 
other  in  the  King  s-Evih 

A  Girl  of  fifteen  Years  of  Age  was  fo 
emaciated,  that  Ihe  had  left  little  befldes 
Skin  and  Bones,  and  taking  no  Nouriffiment 

*  Q  1  fo? 
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for  14  Days  together,  fhe  was  given  over 
as  gone,  but  being  called  to  the  fame  Houle, 
to  fee  her  Mother,  and  two  others  who  had 
the  Infection,  and  recovered,  the  fame  Di- 
ftemper  leized  that  Creature  almoft  half-dead 
before,  whom  alfo  I  then  attended  \  but 
ilie  who  juft  before  lay  as  expiring,  feemed 
animated  by  the  fever iih  Heat,  began  to 
move  her  Limbs,  and  with  the  Help  of 
Alexipharmick  Medicines,  although  before 
fpeechlefs,  began  to  complain  of  painful 
Swellings  about  her  ^  but  thofe  Buboes, 
which  I  fuppofe  would  otherwife  have 
broke  out,  for  Want  of  Matter  to  raife 
them,  were  diihpated  by  Tranfpiration  \  fo 
that  flie  recovered,  and  in  about  two  Weeks 
alfo  manifeftly  loft  her  former  Diftemper, 
and  gathered  Flefh  and  Strength. 

ANOTHER  Maid  of  about  16  Years 
of  Age  had  been  fo  fcrophulous  from  her 
Childhood,  as  to  have  many  indurated 
Glands  remain  after  all  poftible  Means  had 
been  uled  to  diftipate  them.  She  at  Lift 
was  leized  with  the  Contagion,  and  pefti- 
iential  Buboes  role  upon  the  ftrumous 
Glands,  which  fuppurated,  and  let  out  a 
great  Quantity  of  Filth  •  and  upon  her  Re¬ 
covery 


(  «5  ) 

covery  from  thence,  her  former  Diiternper 
was  quite  loft. 

SOME  gouty  Perfons  likewife, and  others 
accuftomed  to  very  obftinate  Complaints, 
were,  by  a  lucky  Conjunction  with  this  In¬ 
fection,  quite  reftored  :  and  indeed  moft  who 
were  rightly  managed  in  the  Plague,  and 
perfectly  recovered  of  it,  were  after¬ 
wards,  in  many  RefpeCts,  better  in  their 
Health  than  before  lb  that  this  terrible 
Enemy,  as  it  was  commonly  fatal,  fo  it  alfo 
fcmetimes  proved  a  Remedy.  And  thus 
much  for  the  Complication  of  the  PefU- 
lence  with  other  Di (tempers.  We  ihallnow 
proceed  to  its  Symptoms. 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N  V. 

Of  the  m  anife  Ft  Signs  of  the  late  Pejlilence* 

IT  is  altogether  foreign  to  my  Defign  here, 
to  enumerate  all  the  Appearances  that 
belong  to  a  peftilential  Conftitution,  be*? 
caufe  a  great  deal  may  be  afcribed  to 
Phantafie  and  Conjecture,  as  the  Influence 
of  Comets,  and  the  Conjunctions  of  Planets, 
with  others  of  like  Nature :  For  what 
fl:  range  Notions  have  been  broached  con- 

C  |  periling; 
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cerning  this  Contagion,  which  was  import¬ 
ed  to  us  from  Abroad?  Are  the  Tails  of 
Comets  always  armed  with  peftilential 
Arrows  ?  Or  is  the  Air  the  more  impure 
and  unhealth ful  ?  Had  we  any  Famine  ber 
fore  the  laft  Sicknefs  ?  Or  had  we  por- 
tentious  Swarms  of  Inlefrs  like  Clouds  over 
us?  No,  juft  the  contrary,  as  we  before 
obferved  •  all  Things  from  Nature  were 
promifing  and  lerene,  and  this  Deftroyer 
invaded  us  on  a  fudden  from  ftranae  Coun- 
tries  -  it  is  therefore  of  more  Advantage 
to  our  Defign  here,  to  take  all  its  conco¬ 
mitant  Signs  from  its  manifeft  Effects. 

A  N  D  indeed  there  are  not  many  pe¬ 
culiar  to  a  peftilcntial  Fever,  as  that  is 
chiefly  a  Colleflion,  or  an  Epitome  of  all 
other  Fevers  together,  which  in  fuch  a 
Confederacy  are  not  therefore  without  a 
tedious  Work  to  be  enumerated  in  all  their 
Affections  ^  I  fhali  therefore  fatisfie  my 
felf  with  defcribing  fuch  only  which  are 
molt  obvious  to  common  Obfervation,  and 
are  met  with  in  moft  inferred  Perfons : 
And  thefe  for  Method  Sake  I  fhali  diftrb 
bate  into  two.  Gaffes,. 


of  the  late  Te/liknee.  %y 


FIRST,  The  manifest  Signs  of  Infection, 

S ECO N D  I>Y)  The  Appearances  after 
Infe&ion. 


BUT  hereunto  I  think  it  neeelTary  to 

¥ 

premile,  that  a  Peftilence  puts  on  lome- 
times  one,  and  at  others  another  Appear¬ 
ance,  and  fometimes  even  contrary  ones? 
according  to  the  Conftitution  or  Age  of 
the  Patient,  the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  prefent 
or  preceding  DiEempers,  a  faulty  Way  of 
Living,  and  the  different  Means  of  Commu¬ 
nication,  both  with  Reipeit  to  Virulence 
and  Degree. 

THE  Symptoms  of  the  firft  Clafs  are 
Horror,  Vom  t’ng.  Delirium,  DizzineE, 
Head-ach,  and  Stupefaflion. 

O  F  the  fecond,  a  Fever,  Watching,  Pah 
pitation  of  the  Heart,  Bleeding  at  Nofe^ 
and  a  great  Heat  about  the  Precordia* 

THE  Signs  more  peculiar  to  a  Pefth 
fence,  are  thofe  PuRules  which  the  com¬ 
mon  People  call  Bldns ,  Buboes,  Carbuncles^ 

G  4  SpotS| 
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Spots,  and  thofe  Marks  called  "Tokens ,  of  aj| 
which  diftin&ly. 

I  do  not  know  indeed  throughout  the 
whole  Compafs  of  Nature,  (as  before  it 
hath  been  frequently  hinted)  any  Thing  fo 
fubtile  as  the  peftilential  Poifon,  and  what 
will  penetrate  the  Body  with  fo  much 
Swiftnefs  and  Secrecy,  iniomuch  that  it’  is 
not  perceived  fometimes  till  long  after  its 
Entrance  *,  what  therefore  is  commonly 
faid  of  its  fenftble  Attack,  and  that  the 
irife&ed  feel  its  firfb  Infult  as  from  a  hid¬ 
den  Blow,  is  more  the  Effeft  of  a  deluded 

V-  ,  •  '  ""  -  *>  «•'  ; 

Imagination  and  Conje&ure,  than  any  lolid 
Judgment as  the  Populace  are  apt  enough 
to  frame  flrange  Conceits  out  of  their  own 
Heads,  and  what  hath  long  obtained  among# 
them  is  very  difficult  to  erace. 

WHEN  therefore  fuch  a  kind  of  Peo¬ 
ple  hath  received  the  Notion,  as  was  com¬ 
mon  in  the  late.  Sicknefs,  concerning  the 
forementioned  Manner  of  Infeftion,  it  is 
no  great  Wonder  that  others  likewife  in 
general  go  into  the  Error,  and  take  it  for 

granted  that  this  unmerciful  Deftroyer  makes 

*  •*'  *  • 

its  Seizure  in  this  violent  Way,  and  there- 
troni  wait  for  it  is  for  a  hidden  Stroke. 


of  the  late  *Pe ft  Hence.  8@ 

ALTHOUGH  I  am  not  infenflble, 
that  fome  may  have  thus  perceived  its 
firft  Imprefilon,  upon  taking  in  ungrateful 
and  filthy  Smells  *,  for  the  peflilential  Se- 
rninium ,  (as  before  obferved)  when  it  incor¬ 
porates  with  other  Bodies  that  are  grofs, 
fat,  and  vifcid,  may  flrike  the  Organs  of 
Senfation  very  manifeftly  at  its  ftrft  En¬ 
trance. 

AFTER  the  peflilential  Mlafmata  have 
thus  feized  a  Perfon,  and  the  Spirits  are 
overcome,  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  and 
other  animal  Juices,  partake  of  the  Difor- 
der^  from  whence  proceed  Struggles  not 
to  be  born,  and  a  Train  of  Symptoms,  of 
which  quaking  or  fhuddering  is  the  chief^ 
all  of  a  hidden,  without  any  manifeft  Caufe. 

.THIS  Symptome  owes  its  Origin  to 
the  ConfliO:  of  Nature  with  the  infufed  Ma¬ 
lignity,  whole  Efforts  of  Refinance  excite  a 
Senfe  of  Gold  from  the  peflilential  Scmini - 
um  *,  after  the  fame  Manner  as  Nitre  put  upon 
the  Tongue  excites  the  lame  Senfation  it 
is  alfo  to  be  fufpe£ted  that  this  Rigor 
may  be  owing  to  a  Quality  in  the  poyfo- 
rtous  Effluvia  cf  extinguishing  the  native 

Heat : 
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Heat :  And  the  Spafmodick  Affections  of 
the  Nerves  proceed  from  lalt,  fharp,  ma¬ 
lignant,  and  heterogeneous  Particles  ruffling 
into  the  feniible  Fibres,  and  vellicating  them 
into  involuntary  Motions  and  Twitchings. 

THE  greateE  Part  indeed  of  the  Infefl> 
ed  perceived  this  Horror,  but  fome  of  them, 
more  vehemently  than  others  j  but  of  the 
immediate  Impreffion  upon  the  Spirit  there 
is  no  Room  to  doubt,  nor  of  a  confequenf 
Degeneration  of  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  j 
although  I  am  fenfible  that  the  Subtilty  of 
the  pehilential  Taint  took  Place  fooner  or 
later,  according  to  the  different  Degrees  of 
Strength  and  Texture  in  the  Body  to  relift  it. 

1 T  is  certain  that  the  fine  and  exquiiite 
Contexture  of  the  nervous  Syftem,  and  the 
Agreement  and  Content  of  one  Part  with 
another,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  Per* 
feOrioa  of  the  Animal  Spirits,  let  as  Guards 
over  tiich  lenfible  Parts,  could  not  but  be 
affe&ed  with  the  Apprehenffons  of  MiR 
chief,  and  ilia  be  and  tremble,  and  ufe  their 
Efforts  to  throw  off  the  Danger  *  and  in¬ 
deed  I  take  it  further  t5  be  probable,  that 
the  pefhlential  Poifon  might  be  fhook  by 
Inch  Cleans  out  of  the  Nerves  into  the 

Mufcles, 


I 

ef  the  late  Tejlilence .  jh 

Mufcles,  and  there  caufe  Tention,  Trem? 
ibling,  Vellication,  Yawning,  Stretching,  and 
all  thole  other  Concomitants  of  putrid  and 
malignant  Fevers. , 

?  ■  *  #  *.  $  <■ 

THE  Duration  tillo  of  this  Shuddering 
was  as  uncertain  as  its  Degree,  for  it  went 
i  off  lometimes  fooner,  and  at  others  later  -7 
fometimes  in  half  an  Hour,  and  at  others^ 
not  till  four  or  five  Hours  j  which  Diffe¬ 
rence  I  conjedure  owing  to  the  Quantity 
land  Intenlenefs  of  the  Malignity,  as  to 
{the  greater  or  leffer  Struggles  of  Nature  to 
srefiff  it* 

* 

A  S  foon  as  this  Horror  could  be  faid 
|  to  terminate,  for  the  molt  commonly  a 
!  Naufeoufiiefs  and  Reaching  fucceeded,  from 
J  whence  there  was  fuch  an  exceilive  Loath- 
I  ing  of  Food,  that  even  the  Mention  of  it 
i  wjis  irkfome  *,  a  certain  and  infallible  Sign 
|  of  Seizure. 

BESIDES  the  Naufeoufhefs  and  Loathe 
ing,  fome  were  followed  by  grievous  Vo-? 
mitings,  occafioned  by  the  poifonous  Quality 
of  the  Peffilence  irritating  and  fubverting  the 
:  Stomach ;  for  that,  by  Means  of  its  nervous 
Coats,  being  endowed  with  an  exquifite  Senfe, 

en- 


endeavours  to  throw  off  any  Thing  offen* 
five  and  corrofive  with  the  utmoft  Efforts, 
and  prevent  the  faline,  peffilential  Venom, 
if  pollible,  from  taking  Place;  infomuch 
that  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that 
the  Stomach,  by  this  fine  Contrivance  of 
Nature,  is  ready  alfo  to  throw  off  any 
other  Thing  difagreeable  to  it,  as  well  as 
the  Poifon  we  are  here  fpeaking  of. 


SOME  endure  hereby  fuch  a  vehement 
and  continued  Irritation,  that  cannot  be 
affwaged  by  any  Remedies,  how  often  fo~ 
ever  repeated,  and  fometimes  the  Reaching 
continues  after  the  Strength  of  the  Patient 
is  too  far  ipent  to  throw  any  Thing  up, 
whereby  the  Symptoms  aggravate,  and  the 
peffilential  Venom  takes  deeper  Root  in  the 
Conftitution. 

AFTER  the  principal  Load  of  Hu¬ 
mours  at  the  Stomach  are  thrown  up,  a 
very  frothy  Bile,  fermenting  like  Yeff,  fol¬ 
lows,  that  in  its  - Colour  is  greenifh,  and 
fometimes  fb  fetid,  that  a  Perfon  cannot 
endure  the  Room  without  holding  his 
Nofe,  fuch  is  the  prodigious  PutrefafUon 
and  Malignity  in  fame  of  thefe  Cafes. 


BUT 
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BUT  where  the  Ufe  of  Medicines,  o~ 
therwife  effectual  to  hop  the  moft  obhi- 
nate  Vomiting,  proves  ineffectual,  and  there 
follows  a  great  Third:  and  Heat,  it  gives 
ftrong  Sufpicion  of  Carbuncles  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  immediate  Death,  fo  that  the 
infe&ed  as  it  were  vomit  up  their  Souls* 
which  (if  we  believe  Helmoni)  have  their 
Reddence  there  •  but  this  will  be  further 
fpoke  of  in  the  Prognohicks. 

BUT  before  I  proceed  any  further,  the 
Health  of  my  Country,  and  the  Concern  of 
Poherity,  oblige  me  to  take  Notice  of  the 
pernicious  Practice  of  Empiricks  of  all 
Orders,  with  whom  it  was  a  Cuftom  to  give 
Emeticks  ^  for  certainly  many  were  defray¬ 
ed  by  this  Practice,  the  convulfive  Reachings 
to  vomit  being  carried  beyond  a  Poilibility 
to  bear  it.  And  truly  the  bed:  Delibera¬ 
tion  and  Thought  I  was  able  to  take  in 
Rich  Exigencies,  where  I  "happened  to  be 
called,  was  but  of  little  Effeft,  and  after 
Admhiidration  of  the  bed:  Medicines  that 
the  Rules  of  Phydck  coul^  invent.  Things 
generally  grew  worfe  \  which  made  it  ap¬ 
pear  as  impoffible  to  recede  a  raih  and 
ratal  Error  in  the  Conduct  of  a  violent 

Difeafe, 
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Difeafe,  as  in  the  Management  of  a  military 
Engagement;  but  of  this  we  fhall  have 
Occafion  to  fay  more  hereafter. 

YET  to  fatisfie  any  inqurfitive  Perfon 
how  this  primary  Affe&ion  of  the  Stoinach 
does  arife,  and  through  what  PafTages  the 
pefHIential  Poifon  makes  its  Entrance,  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  nothing  is  iriore 
plain  than  that  the  pefHIential  Mlafmatd 
not  only  enter  at  the  larger  PafTages,  but 
alfo  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  even 
to  the  whole  nervous  Syftem,  from  whence 
they  are  communicated  to  all  other  Parts  ; 
for  this  is  peculiar  to  the  Nerves,  that 
they  not  only  convey  the  firft  Imprefiion 
to  the  Stomach  by  its  general  Confent 
with  all  Parts,  but  alfo  when  that  is  after 
any  Manner  whatfoever  affefted,  they  com- 
fnunicate  it  to  the  whole  Frame,  as  in  the 
taking  a  Vomit. 

SOMETIMES  the  pefHIential  Aura 
is  mixed  with  the  Food,  and  fwaljowed 
therewith,  which  after  fome  Delay  in  the 
Stomach  being  digefled  and  diffolved,  lets 
out  the  imprifbned  Venom  to  vellicate  the 
Fibres  into  Reachings  and  convulfive  Mo¬ 
tions  :  And  to  put  this  altogether  out  of 

Difpute, 
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Difpute,  I  have  often  obferved  Perfons  Im¬ 
mediately  to  fall  Pick  from  a  State  of  per¬ 
fect  Health  after  eating,  and  to  throw  up 
their  Food,  in  other  RefpeCts  good  and 
wholfome,  as  fomewhat  corrupted  and 


poifonous. 


VOMITING  alfo  may  be  promoted  by 
Scents,  as  well  thofe  which  are  fetid,  as 
fuch  as  are  contrary,  by  fome  particular 
Antipathy  to  the  Nature  and  Conftitution 
of  the  Patient  j  and  this  I  conjecture  hap¬ 
pens  from  the  Harmony  and  Confent  of 
the  Organs  of  Smelling  with  the  Coats  of 
the  Stomach,  infomuch  that  the  Stomach 
Immediately  perceives  any  Thing  that  un¬ 
gratefully  hrikes  the  Nofe,and  rifes  up  againft 
it.  In  the  mean  Time  I  would  however 
tranfiently  make  this  one  Remark,  that  as 
in  many  Cafes  the  Admmiftration  of  Eme- 
ticks  was  pernicious,  whether  or  no  Eva¬ 
cuation  of  the  fir  ft  Putrefaction  at  Stomach, 
might  not  be  much  better  encouraged  up¬ 
wards  by  Scents  *,  as,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Reachings  at  Stomach  are  fometimes  allay¬ 
ed  by  like  Means,  as  by  the  Smell  of  Vi¬ 
negar,  &c.  I  do  confefs,  that  this  is  a 
Practice  I  cannot  atteft  the  Succefs  of  by 


/  ,  *  t 
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Experience,  yet  it  is  not  unworthy  a  ra^ 
tional  Phyfician  to  attempt  it. 

«  c.  A  ..  •*  *  ^  " 

A  L  L  the  Sick  likewife  cfuickly  after 
Seizure  grew  delirious,  running  wildly  a** 
bout  the  Streets,  if  they  were  not  con¬ 
fined  by  Force  •  when  fome  tired  with 
Rambling,  on  Increafe  of  the  Diftemper, 
would  fall  down,  ignorant  of  their  Condi- 

-  S 

tion,  or  where  they  were  *,  and  iaftly,;  to 
repeat  what  hath  been  already  remarked* 
that  fad  Calamity  feemed  to  have  com¬ 
plicated  in  its  Production  every  Thing  of 
a  poifonous  and  a  deftroying  Nature. 

.  N  1  <.  *  ’  1  T  * 

M  A  N  Y  were  feized  with  a  Vertigo , 

> 

which,  without  any  Motion  of  external  Ob¬ 
jects,  made  them  believe  their  Heads  to 
turn  round:  Without  doubt  the  Brain 

'  f  ;J  * 

grievoufly  buffered  from  the  peffilential 
Taint,  not  only  becaule  the  Spirits  ufed 
to  be  clouded,  but  that  all  Things  were 
done  as  if  in  Sleep,  which  might  arife 
from  the  inflammatory,  cauftick,  and 
narco  tick  Nature  of  the  Venom,  and  the 
Texture  and  Confent  of  the  Veffels  with 
the  various  Difpofitions  of  the  Fluids.  This 
Vertiginous  Difpofition  alfo  in  my  Opinion 

might 
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fnight  fometimes  arife  from  the  inordinate 
and  anomolous  Motions  of  the  Spirits. 


ft  ^  f  t  ^  I  V 

A  great  many  likewife  much  complain** 
ed  of  the  Head-ach,  which  was  lo  vehe¬ 
ment,  as  if  the  Parts  would  have  flown 
afunder  }  a  Complaint  the  moft  intolera¬ 
ble  of  all,  becaufe  it  continued  without 

/  *  ‘  J  r  ;  j  >  v' 

any  Remiflion  or  Intervals  *  the  Enemy  ne- 

C  /  '  \  ** 

ver  retreating  of  it  felf,  and  only  to  be 

?  < 

vanquished  by  the  Efforts  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  appofite  Medicines.  Indeed 
nothing  was  more  plain,  than  that  the 
Meninges  were  Simulated  by  the  faline  Sfi- 
cula  of  the  Contagion*  and  from  the  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  Brain,  and  its  Sphacela- 
\  ;  ?  .  .  ' 

tion  in  thofe  who  died,  thel*e  is  a  ftrong 

r*  -  t 

Sufpicion  that  this  cruel,  fliooting  Pain  con- 

*  i  v*  ^ 

tmued  to  the  lafl. 
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I  N  this  Clafs  of  Symptoms,  StnpefaSnon 
is  alfo  to  be  ranked  ^  becaufe  from  the 
Moment  of  Seizure  many  were  taken  with 

V  J  -  1  B  .  J 

a  Coma ,  and  flept  as  if  they  were  dozed 
with  an  Opiate*  many  in  the  middle  of 
their  Employ,  with  their  Friends  in  Gan- 
verfation,  or  other  Engagements,  (as  was 
before  taken  notice  of)  would  fuddenly. 


H 


with- 
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without  any  rReluflance,  fall  into  profound; 
and  often  deadly  Sleeps. 

BUT  by  what  Means  this  Venom  does 
exert  its  narcotick  Qualities,  is  not  with 
rue  fo  ready  to  be  accounted  for }  that  is 
to  fay,  whether  it  be  from  its  original 
Seminium?  Or  from  Its  affinity  and  Compli¬ 
cation  with  the  Scurvy  ?  Or  from  its  pre¬ 
dominant  Malignity,  and  Antipathy  ?  Or 
from  an  ObftruCtion  of  Circulation,  or 
Coagulation,  or  Extravafation  of  Blood  ? 
Or  laflly,  from  feme  particular  Impreffion 
made  upon  the  Origin  of  the  Nerves  ? 

For  this  is  a  Difficulty  referved  for 

»  *  '  ■ 

another  Hiffocrates,  In  the  mean  while  it 
is  by  all  confeifed,  that  by  fuch  Stupefa¬ 
ction  or  Sleeping,  the  peftilential  Venom 
becomes  not  only  more  deeply  rooted,  but 
alfo  more  cruelly  affeCts  the  nervous  Syftem,- 
and  greatly  weakens  it. 

T  FI  E  firft  arid  mofi  confiderable  Sym¬ 
ptom  of  the  fecond  Clafs,  is  a  Fever,  which 
(  as  was  before  laid  )  was  a  conftant  Atten¬ 
dant  upon  the  iafr  Pefiilence  •  although  in¬ 
deed  the  Infection  feemed  to  kill  fome 
before  the  Blood  and  other  Juices  could 
rile  into  Fermentation  5  wherefore  it  may 

be 
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be  taken  for  granted,  that  moft  Perfons 
were  accompanied  with  a  Fever.  But  this 
Fever  indeed  was  in  fome  very  low  and 
concealed,  though  in  others  it  appeared 
Openly ;  and  he  mu  ft  be  but  little  ac¬ 
quainted  in  phy ileal  PraHice,  who  hath 
not  frequently  obferved,  that  in  malignant 
Fevers  their  Beginnings  are  hardly  difeern- 
able,  being  accompanied  with  no  Heat,  no 
Inequality  of  Pulie,  and  no  Thirft,  although 
fecretly  indicated  by  fome  other  lurking 
Symptoms  j  and  the  Manner  in  which  fuch 
Patients  expire,  demonftrates,  that  they 
could  not  be  altogether  free  of  a  Fever; 
There  are  many  Circumftances  indeed  which 
make  it  thus  difficult  in  the  Acceftion  to 
difeern  its  Approaches,  as  a  Want  of  Tur- 
gefcency  of  Blood  in  the  Veins  and  Arte¬ 
ries,  through  Defeat  of  Room  for  fuch 
Commotion  and  Depuration,  or  becaufe  the 
Blood  is  fo  thin,  crude,  and  degenerate, 
that  it  cannot  but  with  Difficulty  ferment 
and  grow  hot  j  or  becaufe  the  peftilential 
Miafmata  feem  at  their  flrft  inftnuation  fb 
friendly  to  the  Conftitution,  as  to  ftir  up 
no  remarkable  Alteration  in  the  Blood  ^  op 
from  Its  cold  and  ftyptick  Quality,  re* 
tarding  or  fupprefting  fuch  an  Agitation. 


H  2 


WHERE' 


i©o  Of  the  manifefl  Signs 

WHEREFORE  no  Body  fhould  con- 

»  ,  , 

jefture,  that  there  is  no  Fever  at  all^ 
where  its  manifefl:  Symptoms  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  appear  j  but  it  mofl  commonly 
happened  otherwife  during  the  late  Con¬ 
tagion,  for  that  difcovered  Signs  apparent 
enough  of  its  Pretence,,  fuch  as  extream  In- 
qu:etude,  a  mofl:  intenfe  Heat  outwardly, 
attended  with  unquenchable  Third  within, 
Drynefs,  Blacknefs  of  the  Tongue,  intole¬ 
rable  Heat  of  the  Tracordiay  and  all  other 
ufual  Concomitants  of  a  Fever’s  AcceHion,* 

A  S  to  the  Fever’s  Exacerbations  and 

Remiilions,  it  appeared  by  conftant  Expe- 

* 

rience,  that  fometimes  they  were  erratick 
and  changeable,  and  at  others  continued, 
without  any  Intervals ;  and  it  was  alfo 
cuftomary  to  meet  with  fome  that  wholly 
remitted  for  8,  10,  or  12  Hours.  The 
Alternations  likewife  of  Heat  and  Cold 
were  very  various,  and  with  fome  would 
change  feveral  Times  in  one  Hour,  and 
with  others  the  Periods  would  be  at  much, 
greater  Diiiances }  fo  alfo  the  recurring 
Acceffions  were  fometimes  milder,  and  at 
others  more  levere.  d  hole  who  with  great 
.Difficulty  went  through  the  firit  Paroxylm, 

could 
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could  bear  the  fecond  with  Eale,  as  being 
much  milder  j  whereas  again  the  third  or 
fourth  Acceilion  would  be  with  intolerable 
Vehemence  and  Fury  :  And  at  other  T  imes 
the  firft  Fit  would  be  gentle,  and  the  fub~ 
fequent  very  fevere  and  intenfe ;  and  truly 
fuch  was  the  Uncertainty  and  Difguife  of 
this  infidious  Enemy,  that  nothing  could 
he  prognoffcicated  of  its  Attacks  or  Cruelty* 

BUT  to  come  at  fome  tolerable  Notion 
of  the  Reaibn  for  fuch  Uncertainty  ^  it  is 

to  be  enquired, 

/  '  ' 

it 

FIRSTj  What  Caufe  can  be  affigned 

for  fuch  an  uncertain  Return  of  the  Fa- 

2.. 

roxyfms  ?  And, 

IS  ECO  N  D  LTy  What  Reafon  can  be 
given  for  the  unequal  Exacerbations  when 
the  Fits  do  recur? 

G  A  N  any  one  doubt  what  Tumults  and 
Diforders  may  be  excited  in  the  Blood? 
and  other  animal  Juices,  by  that  feline 
Scminium  of  a  Peftilence,  which  we  have 
already  defcribed?  The  Uncertainty  then 
of  fuch  Diforders  muft  regard  either  the 
Biorbifick  Venom,  or  the  Nature  and  Mo¬ 
ld  3  tion 
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tioii  of  the  Fluids  upon  which  it  operates : 
The  morhifick  Venom,  in  Proportion  to  its 
Energy,  and  Difagreement  in  Figure,  irri¬ 
tates  Nature,  always  ready  in  her  own  Pre- 

•i  ■ 

fervation  to  expel  the  Enemy  ^  but  when 
her  Exertions  are  flow,  or  imperfect,  or 
quite  languid,  fuch  a  Depuration  is  not 
obtained }  but  upon  a  Remiilion  of  the 
Conlii T,  there  is  Space  given  for  interval  ^ 
and  this  indeed  happens,  when  the  Nature 
and  peculiar  Figures  of  the  noxious  Parti¬ 
cles  are  fuch,  as  may  in  the  firft  Struggle 
be  broke  and  ffbdued,  but  after  fome  Truce 
infinuates  its  Virulence  further  into  the 
Habit,  and  imprints  upon  every  Part  the 
true  Chara&erifticjks  of  a  fatal  Peftilerice. 

B  U  T  to  fubdue  and  throw  out  the 
Enemy,  the  Spirits  are  at  continual  Strife, 
although  their  Efforts  are  not  always  fuc- 
cefstul  j  to  difpatch  this  Matter  therefore 
in  one  Word,  as  the  Ailimulation  and  per¬ 
fect  Mixture  of  the  heterogeneous  Parti¬ 
cles  procures  a  Motion  regular  and  con¬ 
formable  to  the  Blood,  fo  from  an  Inequa¬ 
lity  and  dilproportionate  Mixture,  arifes 
an  irregular  Circulation  and  Fermentation, 
io  that  the  Reafbn  for  that  Uncertainty  in 
thefe  Fevers,  and  their  irregular  Returns 

’•  *  •  .  i  - •*,  ;  .  *  *  « 
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and  Exacerbations,  is  to  be  fought  for  in 
the  Fluids  and  their  circulating  Veffels, 
and  not  from  any  Corruption,  or  Degree  of 
Putrefaftion,  according  to  thp  Opinion  of 
the  Ancients. 

AND  as  for  my  own  Part,  I  can  affirm, 
that  I  never  could  in  any  one  fmgle  In¬ 
stance  amongft  the  in  felled,  find  the  leaft 
Impreffions  of  Corruption  in  the  Bloody 
and  this  even  thole  Emgiricks,  though  un¬ 
willingly,  confeis,  who,  to  the  vaft  Detriment 
tof  the  Sick,  let  them  Blood  upon  Inch  a 
Notion*,  none  ot  them  having  been  ever 
able  to  diicover  any  Signs  of  Corruption 
in  their  Blood,  which  as  confcious  of  it 
felf  blufhed  for  their  fatal  Miftake,  and  in 
this  Diftemper  commonly  appeared  more 

>,  j 

florid  than  at  other  Times. 

THAT  the  Times  of  the  Paroxyfms 
fhould  be  uncertain,  I  take  owing  to  the 
Inability  of  the  Conftitution  to  Struggle 
with  the  peftilential  Venom  *,  for  as  every 
Fever  is  accounted  regular,  where  all  its 
Changes  are  uniform  and  diitinft,  by  ReaT 
Son  of  the  raanagable  and  dudile  Dilpofif 
tion  of  the  morbihck  Matter  •  fo,  on  the 
contrary,  where  the  peftilential  Miafmata 

4  m~ 
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uncertainly  exert  themfelves,  and  excite  new 
Commotions,  either  by  the  Obftinacy  or 
Afperity  of  their  Parts  not  yielding  to  Com¬ 
minution,  there  a  Fever  returns  with  in- 

•  i  ■  * 

conftant  and  unexpe£ted  Exacerbations  :  But 
to  hafien  to  the  fublequent  Symptoms. 

ALTHOUGH  lome  (as  before  Paid) 
were  buried  in  Sleep,  yet  others  fiiffered 
by  a  very  different  JLxtream,  and  kept  con¬ 
tinually  waking,  infomuch  that  frequent 
Repetitions  of  the  moR  efficacious  Opiates 
could  not  procure  the  leaR  Compolure  \ 
in  which  Cafe,  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  the 
Membranes  of  the  Brain  1  are  pricked  and 
vellicated  by  poifbnous  Sficula ;  beiides  which 
aifo  thole  fort,  dewy  MoiRures  upon  the 
Brain,  neceffiiry  for  its  Relaxation  to  fleep, 
are  diffipated  and  exhaled  by  the  burning' 
Heat  of  the  Fever*  fo  that  the  Spirits  are, 
as  it  were,  let  on  Fire,  and  Inflammations 
railed,  not  to  be  again  extinguiihed,  and 

frequently  likewife  Sphacelations  of  the 
Brain.  1  i  v  •  ***■  *  **• 

V 

c 

BUT  the  moft  remarkable  Symptoms  of 
this  Clafs,  is  the  Palpitation  of  the  Heart, 
the  Ancients1  conjeftur’d  that  PeftilentiaV 
Jura  to  have  a  fpecifick  Contrariety  to 

••  *1  •’  *;»'•  v  \  ~  ,  /j, 

•  the 
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the  Nature  of  that  Organ ;  and  it  maft 
be  confeffed  that  in  the  late  SIcknefs  this 
Complaint  was  very  grievous }  but  yet 
I  cannot  fee  how  this  Venom  fhould  more 
particularly  be  pointed  againft  the  Heart 
than  any  other  of  the  V fcera,  unlefs  in 
Conflderation  to  the  greater  Importance  of 

its  Office  in  the  OEconomy. 

‘  /  !  '  * 

As  foon  as  the  fubtile  Poifon  of  a 
Contagion  hath  infinuated  it  felf  into  the 

i  *  . 

Mafs  of  Blood,  either  through  the  Pores 
of  the  Skin,  or  other  more>  open  PafTages 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  it  imprints  upon 
it  very  malignant  Qualities,  which,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  necefTary  Laws  of  Circulation, 
muff  arrive  at  the  Heart  it  felf,  and  a  fi¬ 
fe#  it  with  Uneafmefs,  fo  that  its  Pal¬ 
pitation  is  nothing  elfe  than  its  Struggles 
to  throw  ofT  what  is  Offenfive  ^  and  it  is 
no  wonder  to  me  this  happens,  becaufe 
the  Heart  is  compofed  of  fuch  a  Contex¬ 
ture  of  Fibres ;  for  as  the  Peftilential 
Venom  hath  fomewhat  in  it  of  a  faline 

L  t  i 

Nature,  and  what  is  acrid,  it  very  natu¬ 
rally  Simulates  the  nervous  Parts,  and 
gives  to  this  Organ  even  convulfive  Mo¬ 
tions  *,  but  of  this  matter  every  one  hath 
leave  to  judge  for  himfelf. 

i 
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BUT  how  vehemently  the  Heart 
may  beat  on  this  Occahon,  appears  ve¬ 
ry  manifeft  from  a  remarkable  Inftance ; 
I  was  lent  for  'to  a  Youth  of  about  four¬ 
teen  Years  of  Age,  who  had  continued 
free  of  the  InfeTion,  after  his  Mother 
and  the  refi  .of  the  Family  had  been  vi- 
Jited  by  it,  when  all  on  a  hidden  he  was 
feized  with  fuch  a  Palpitation  at  Heart, 
That  I  and  fever al  others  could  hear  it 
at  fome  confiderable  Dihance,  and  it  con¬ 
tinued  fo  to  do  till  he  died,  which  was 
loon  after  ^  many  Medicines  being  given 
without  any  manner  of  Succefs :  But  in 
fo  extraordinary  a  Cafe  as  this,  I  am  apt 
to  conje&ure  it  rather  owing  to  a  Peftl- 
lential  Carbuncle  feizing  the  Heart  it  felf, 
than  from  the  Veliication  and  Stimulus  only 
of  pungent  Particles  palling  through  it. 

BUT  to  go  on  in  the  Enumeration  of 
Symptoms,  Sweat  deferves  mention,  be- 
caufe  fometimes  it  breaks  out  in  fuch  Pro- 
Pinion  as  it  the  whole  Conhitution  was 
diflolyed,  and  with  a  vaft  Lofs  of  Spirits 
and  strength,  to  the  imminent  Danger 
of  the  Patient,  by  fuch  a  Diffipation  of 
Spirits,  inch  a  Coltiquatidri  of  the  Balfam 

of 
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of  Life,  and  an  Extin&ion  of  the  natural 

*■ 

Heat.  And  indeed  1  know  nothing  that 
more  powerfully  attenuates  the  Humours, 
and  more  iuddenly  puts  all  the  animal 
Juices  into  Fufion,  fo  as  to  run  them 
through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  as  the  pefH- 
lential  nitro-aereal  Poyfbn  and  by  whofe 
colliquitive  Quality  even  the  flelhy  Parts 
are  diffolved  and  exhaled  in  vapour. 


THESE  Sweats  alfo  of  the  InfeTed  are  not 
only  profufe,  but  alfo  varioufly  coloured  ^ 
in  fome  of  a  citron  Hue,  in  others  Pur¬ 
ple,  in  fome  green  or  black,  and  in  others 
like  Blood  *0  which  I  take  to  be  from  the 
various  Difp options  of  the  morbific k  Ve¬ 
nom,  to  give  different  Tinftures  to  the 
Humours :  And  by  this  Means  fome  ex¬ 
perienced  Nurfes  could  prognofHcate  the 
Event  of  the  Diftemper  from  the  Colour 
„  of  the  (poaths '  or  Linen  tinged  with  the 
Sweat. 

i  >  ‘ ,  •- 


THE  Sweat  of  fome  would  be  fo  fetid 

/  **  '  v 

and  intolerable,  from  a  kind  of  Empyreu- 
matick  Difpofiticn,  poilibly,  of  the  Juices, 
that  no  one  could  endure  his  Nofe  with¬ 
in  the  Stench  ^  fomet lines  if  was  iharp, 
’  and  in  a  Manner  caufHek :  and  hence  it 

'  V  * 

was 
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was  eafy  to  judge  from  what  Origin  the 
Pefiilence  derived  its  Qualities,  viz.  From 
a  iharp  and  burning  Ichor y  that  would 
even  excoriate  the  Parts,  and  fometimes 
veficate  them,  as  if  fcalding  Water  had 
been  poured  upop  them. 

SOMETIMES  cold  Sweats  would 
break  out,  while  the  Heat  rased  inwardly 
and  excited  unquenchable  Drought.  Some 
cotiuued  in  a  Profufion  of  Sweat  until  Life 
it  lelf  exhaled  with  it,  while  others  had 
ftort  Intervals  of  Truce  and  Cefiation; 
nay,  fome  at  the  lame  time  fweat  on  one 

Side,  while  the  other  was  quite  parched 
with  Dryneis. 

®  Benefit  of  this  Evacuation, 

when  it  was  regular,  either  natural  or  by 
Art,  was  lo  rnanifelr,  that  all  the  Infefted 
that  recovered  were  fenfible  of  it,  and 
greatl?  rejoyced  at  its  good  EffeTs^  for 
thofe  pefiilential  Particles,  which  eluded  the 
Power  of  all  other  Means,  immediately 
upon  a  Sweat,  as  at  a  common  Signal 
made  their  Elcape  with  the  tranfpiring 
Steam;  but  whenfoever  Diaphoreticks 
could  not  conquer  the  Coagulation,  Vifci- 
dity,  or  Obhinacy  of  the  peftilential  ;,Poy, 

fon9 
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foil,  it  always  went  very  bad,  being  com¬ 
monly  followed  by  a  Symptomatical  Sweaty 
and  a  fatal  Separation  of  the  animal 
Fluids. 

YET  the  Energy  of  the  pefHlential 
Contagion  not  only  freely  difcovered  its 
felf  in  thele  profufions  amongft  the  Living* 
who  (as  already  obferved)  were  diffolved 
as  in  an  Helodes  and  a  Tyfhodesy  but  com¬ 
monly  the  very  Car  cafes  when  dead,, 
would  weep  out,  as  it  were,  the  morbid 
Ferment,  both  through  the  cutaneous 

Pores,  and  the  common  lachrymal  Duffs 

* 

of  the  Eyes,' 

THERE  is  no  Occalion  to  fay  much 
concerning  Hemorrhages  at  Nofe ;  this  Sym¬ 
ptom  happening  much  more  often  from 
the  Colliquative  Nature  of  the  Poifon, 
and  its  Erofion  of  the  Veffels,  than  from 

‘  a  Plethora  i  as  is  evident  more  from  the 

• 

ichorous  Colour  of  the  Blood  than  its 
continual  Diftillation  from  thofe  VelTels. 

Were  it  not  here  that  we  ffudy  all 
poffibl’e  Brevity,  many  other  S>  mptoms 
might  be  enumerated  which  commonly  at¬ 
tended  this  pefHlential  Fever,  as  Heat  of 

the 
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the  Prat  or  dia,  Hiccup,  Gripings,  &c»  all 
which  I  at  prelent  pafs  by,  and  dole  the 
whole  with  fuch  as  are  more  peculiar  to1 
it,  particularly  thofe  poifonous  Vacati¬ 
ons  commonly  called  Plains. 

1  HESE  Vefications  ufed  commonly 
to  rife  with  an  exquifite  and  fhooting  Pairq 
containing  a  ferous  Humour  or  Ichor,  for  the 
moh  part  of  a  Yellowifh  or  Straw  Colour^ 
and  encompalTed  with  a  variegated  Circle, 
generally  Reddiih. 

THESE  Pufiules  broke  out  in  many 
Parts  of  the  Body  •  and  as  their  Station 
was  various,  fo  their  Number  was  alfb 
uncertain  •  in  fome  they  were  few,  in  other/  ,  , 
many,  and  a  Woman  I  once  met  with 
covered  all  over  with  them-  as  to  their 
Bignefs,  they  were  alfo  uncertain  ;  for 
fome  were  as-,  a  fmall  Pea,  while  others 

mcrealed  to  the  Magnitude  of  a  Nut¬ 
meg. 

r 

THE  included  Matter  (near  perhaps  ' 
to  the  Nature  of  Urine)  was  altogether 
incapable  of  Suppuration,  as  it  was  faline 
and  almoft  cauftick ;  for  very  foon  after  its 
Eruption  it  would  corrode  its  Vehicle,  and 

burft 
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fturfl:  out,  of  a  Colour  yellowifti,  livid,  of 
black.  Moreover,  the  furrounding  Circle 
was  not  always  of  the  fame  Appearance, 
although  at  firft  coming  out  it  was  conti¬ 
nually  inflamed. 

BUT  this  is  highly  oblervable,  that 
fometimes  thefe  Veflcles  broke  out  without 
any  other  previous  Indications  of  infection, 
and,  as  I  imagine,  Tom  the  expeditious 
Separation  of  the  peflilentiai  Venom,  and 
the  fudden  Conquefl  of  the  Difcemper  by 
a  ftro'ng  ConfHtution :  But  whenfoever  the 
Pain  and  Heat  of  the  Part  was  fo  aggra¬ 
vated,  that  no  proper  Applications  would 
a  Aw  age  it,  there  was  commonly  Danger  of 
a  Mortification  from  fo  great  a  Concourfe 
of  peflilential  Particles  together  *,  and  once 
I  remember  a  Veficle  to  change  into  a 
Carbuncle,  from  the  continued  Acceflion  to 
it  of  frefli  morbifick  Poifon. 

W  E  come  now  in  Courfe  to  fpeak  of 
Buboes,  wjiich  were  hard  and  painful  Tu¬ 
mours,  with  Inflammation  and  Gathering 
upon  the  Glands,  behind  the  Ears,  Arm- 
Pits,  or  Groin. 
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THESE  Tumors  immediately  upon 
Seizure  are  found  fo  hard,  that  they  will 
rot  at  all  give  Way  to  the  Touch.  Iij 
iome  thefe  were  moveable,  and  in  others 
fixed  ^  but  after  feme  Time  this  great  Ten- 
fion  remitted  ^  and  it  was  common  to  pro- 
gnofticate  the  Event  of  the  Dihemper  from 
their  hidden  or  flow  Increafe,  and  from 
their  genuine  or  untoward  Suppuration,  as 
a  lib  from  the  Degrees  of  Virulence  in  their 
Contents. 

THE  Gfoans  and  unfeigned  Tears  of 
the  Sick  too  plainly  expreflM  the  Aggra¬ 
vations  of  their  Miferies,  and  fbme  feeMed' 
even  to  drown  their  Senfe  of  Pain  with 
their  Complainings  ♦  and  this  Intenfenefs  of 
Pain  cannot  be  a  Wonder  to  any,  who  duly 
confider  either  the  Nature  of  the  peftilen- 
tial  Venom,  or  the  Conftitution  of  the  A 
Glands.  I  have  already  fo  largely  dif- 
courfed  of  the  Virulence  and  cor rofive  Qua¬ 
lities  of  the  peftilential  Poifon,  that  no* 
more  need  here  be  faid  about  it  •  and  who-' 
fbever  examines  the  Glands  will  find,  that 
from  the  great  DiEention  of  the  Veffels, 

111  thl’s  Ca%  the  Buboes  muff:  chiefly  owe 
their  Rife  to  a  Correspondence  between- 

the 
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the  Nerves  and  Lymphaticks,  and  the 
Juices  they  contain: 

MANY  Per  foils  of  publick  Note  have 
elegantly  given  the  Anatomy  and  Ule  of 
the  Glands j  it  is  therefore  fufficient  for 
my  Purpole  here  to  ihew,  how  from  an 
ObjftruTion  of  thole  Juices,  which  flow 
through  the  larger  Nerves^  particularly  of 
the  Arms  and  Thighs,  and  their  fubfervient 
Veflels,  and  their  Impregnation  with  hete¬ 
rogeneous  and  poifonous  Particles,  Buboes 
do  arife^ 

I  F  any  one  makes  it  a  Doubt,  why  thelo 
Tumors  fhould  rather  come  in  the  above- 
mentioned  Places,  rather  than  on  the  faro~ 
tide  Glands,  let  fudi  confider,  that  it  is 
owing  to  the  Magnitude  and  Capacity  of 
the  Nerves  and  VefTels  conflituting  the 
Glands  of  thofe  Parts  as  alfo  that  their 
different  Difpofitions  to  Suppuration  does 
proceed  from  the  fame  Caufe, 

BUT  that  this  Affair  may  more  fully 
appear,  it  is  to  be  difcovered  from  what 
Source  that  Matter  Hows,  which  devene- 
rates  into  Matter,  and  difcharses  from  a 
Buboe  in  fo  great  Plenty, 
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I  N  the  Profecution  of  this  Enquiry,  it' 
fliall  not  be  without  a  Colour,  at  leaft,  of 
Reafbn,  that  I  ihall  dilTent  from  an  Opinion 
both  of  Ancients  and  Moderns,  about  the 
Blood  alone  being  immediately  changed 
into  Matter  ;  for  I  rather  think  it  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  other  Juices ;  and  this  I  fhali 
endeavour  to  fupport  by  the  following 
Arguments. 

\ 

AND  firft  of  all,  notwithfianding  the 
Blood  which  runs  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins 
does  ibmetimes,  though  very  feldom,  ap¬ 
pear  whitifh  •  it  then  happens  from  too 
great  a  Mixture  either  of  nutritious  Juice, 
©r  of  a  degenerate  Chyle,  that  will  not 
eafdy  change,  and  take  its  red  Colour; 
but  it  never  paffes  into  Matter,  becaufe  the 
neceiTary  Conditions  of  Circulation  will 
not  admit  of  lb  much  Refl  as  is  requifite 
thereunto  ;  beildes,  even  the  extravafated 
Blood  will  not  eafily  undergoe  fuch  an  Al¬ 
teration  :  For  when  any  Veffels,  and  chiefly 
the  Capillaries,  are  fo  obflruded  by  Con- 
tufions,  or  any  other  Means,  that  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Parts  fwell,  every  Phyfician  and 
Surgeon  too,  I  hope,  knows  that  difcutient 
Medicines  and  Cataplalms  will  reffore  the 

former 
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former  Motion  and  Fluxility  to  the  Bloody 
ea£e  the  Pain,  and  diflipate  the  Tumour® 

I  F  the  Blood  he  too  fluid  In  the  Arte¬ 
ries,  it  is  apt  to  occaflon  Anareufms ,  and 
in  the  capillary  Veins  an  Ecchymofis  •  but 
nothing  is  more  commonly  oblerved  in  Pra- 

»  „*  v  f  .  :  .  3 

£Hce,  that  upon  a  Recovery  of  the  Blood’s 

due  Conflitution  and  Circulation,  the  ob« 

*  *  *  . 

flruTed  Matter  in  an  Ecchymofis  will  difll- 

pate  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  or  be 
?  '  *  ■* 

abfbrbed  by  the  refluent  Blood :  But  when 


ftagnate,  a  Fever  immediately  arifes,  unlefs 
it  be  prevented  by  Evacuation  ;  and  in  fuch 
a  Diforder  every  one  knows  that  there  is 
moR  Danger  of  a  Schirrm ,  or  a  Mortification® 

AND  as  it  hath  been  already  obferved 
that  Blood  could  not  be  drawn  from  the 
infe&ed  by  Phlebotomy,  without  Lofs  of 
Strength,  if  not  of  Life,  whereas  the  great¬ 
er  Quantities  of  Tus  were  obtained  by  Sup¬ 
puration  of  their  Buboes,  the  Patient  was 
fo  much  the  better  for  it;  it  feeitls  con- 
fonant  to  Reafon,  that  if  Tus  was  generated 
immediately  from  the  Blood,  the  Strength 
would  as  much  decay  upon  its  LofS,  as 
upon  Phlebotomy  i  But  I  have  always  found 
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it,  (as  many  Times  already  obferved)  that 
how  little  foever  the  Quantity  of  Blood 
drawn  away  was,  and  although  •  done  at 
federal  Times,  yet  it  proved  of  more  Pre¬ 
judice  to  the  Patient  than  an  hundred  times 
as  much  Matter  drawn  from  a  Buboe  ^  and 
that  the  whole  remaining  Mafs  was  not 
able  to  recruit  the  Lofs  fuftained  thereby. 

I F  they  who  efpoufe  a  contrary  Opi¬ 
nion,  hiould  fuggeft  that  Blood  may  be 
drawn  from  a  Tumour  imperfectly  fup- 
purated,  and  from  thence  conclude,  that 
its  Origin  was  from  the  Arteral  and  Venal 
Fluids  *,  it  may  be  readily  anfwered,  that 
on  opening  a  frefh  Tumour,  a  bloody  Ichor 
will  how  out,  becaufe  in  the  Operation  fome 
Blood-Vehels  will  be  cut ;  whereas  when 
the  Tumour  is  in  Maturation,  the  Quanti¬ 
ty  of  Humour  there  colle&ed  obhruTs  the 
Blood  from  flowing  to  it  through  its  proper 
Veliels^  and  which  Humour,  altho5  in  itlelf 
at  firff  more  thin  and  crude,  yet  by  the 
Heat  of  its  neighbouring  Parts,  and  its  own 
natural  Difpofition,  it  will  afterwards  thick¬ 
en,  and  change  into  a  white  Colour  of  a 
laudable  Confxhence. 
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TH I RD  LYy  To  the  foregoing  it  may  be 
added,  that  fo  far  as  the  Blood  partakes 
of  a  faline  Quality,  by  fo  much  the  lefs 
will  it  be  difpofed  to  change  into  Matter  % 
for  the  fame  Reafon  that  Sea-Water  cannot 
be  boiled  into  a  Geliy  •,  for  Salt  adds  to 
the  Fluxility  of  Fluids,  and  thereby  pre¬ 
vents  Inc r aha t ion,  unlefs  in  thole  Infiances 
where  they  of  themfelves  ehrvftalllze,  by 
Means  of  an  Incapacity  of  the  Mcrjirmim 
to  keep  them  in  Solution,  which  is  foreign 
to  the  Cafe  before  us. 

L  A  S  T  L  Y,  Nothing  is  more  known  in 
Nature,  than  that  Blood,  by  what  Means 
foever  extravafated,  if  it  cannot  get  back 
again  into  the  VefFels,  will,  after  fome 
Stagnation,  run  for  the  moft  Part  into 
Grume  \  fo  that  when  a  Flu&uation  re¬ 
quires  opening,  little  elle  than  a  coagulated 
Blood  flows  out :  And  if  any  one  pleafe 
to  receive  the  Blood  from  an  opened  Vein 
into  a  warm  Porringer,  and  afterwards  place 
it  in  a  luted  VelTei  upon  a  Sand  Heat,  as 
near  as  potfible  equal  to  that  which  is 
natural,  he  will  find  all  Labour  loft  in  enr 
deavouring  to  produce  thereby  any  Ap¬ 
pearances  of  Fm  in  it,  either  from  its  Co¬ 
ll  |  lour. 
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lour,  Smell,  or  any  other  of  its  requifite 
Properties. 

WHY  then  may  we  not  conclude  with 
fome  others  of  great  Note,  that  Pus  is  ge¬ 
nerated  immediately  from  the  nutritious 
Juice,  not  in  the  Arteries  and  Veins,  but 
in  other  Veffeisj  in  which  Juice  all  the 
requiflte  Properties  are  to  be  found,  as  a 
Difpofkion  to  grow  thick,  without  Smell, 
white,  light,  and  of  a  fmooth  Confidence  ^ 
and  I  take  it  to  be  very  probable,  that 
the  Pus  is  made  from  hence  by  the  Abid¬ 
ance  of  the  natural  Heat,  and  the  Convey¬ 
ance  of  it  by  the  forementioned  Veffels  in¬ 
to  the  Glands  whereinto  they  are  com¬ 
plicated,  and  not  by  any  Means  from  the 
Venal  Bloody  and  much  lefs  from  the 
'Arterial, 

.  ■  •  *  ».  V.-  ■ 

i 

*  r »  ■  »- 

i  *  i  . ,  •  *  -  i.  ■  ■ . 

--***  *  - 

BUT  lead  I  flicmld  leem  to  digrefs  too 
far  i  the  Satpe*  thrown  out  by  a  Buboe  is 
very  different,  fometimes  thin  and  ichorous, 
at  others  thicker  and  more  laudable,  as  in 
Abfceftes  that  are  not  malignant  ^  in 
Refped  of  its  Smell,  it  is  fometimes  fo 
extreamly  fetid,  as  not  to  be  endured  by 
the  Note  •  but  always  the  more  plentifully 
it  difcharges,  the  better  does  the  Patient 

f  ,  •  k  '  ;  '  ?  •  .  ...  *  4  •  •  . 

'  fare 
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fare  afterwards:  Nature  finds  a  Vent  this 
open  Way  to  difengage  her  lelf  from  a 
pernicious  Enemy, 

THE  Number  of  Buboes  was  uncertain, 
fometimes  one  only  appeared,  at  others^ 
which  was  moft  commonly,  two  broke  out 
at  once  ;  nay,  there  were  met  with  infian- 
ces  wherein  all  the  Glands  capable  of  it 
were  tumified.  Many  Buboes  at  a  Time 
infallibly  demonfixated  the  Aggravation, 
and  Dilperfion  of  the  virulent  Taint;  and 
on  the  contrary,  but  few  Ihewed  the  Poifon 
to  be  not  fo  prevalent,  more  contra&ed^ 
and  brought  to  a  narrower  Compafs  for 
Expulfion. 


The  Places,  and  Manner  of  their  Erupti¬ 
on  was  very  uncertain,  fometimes  one  would 
appear  in  the  right  Axilla ,  and  another  021 
the  contrary  Side  of  the  Groin  ;  thefe  Tu¬ 
mours  would  likewife  fometimes  laft  but 
a  Day,  and  again  infenfibly  vaniih,  that  is, 
always  when  profufe  Sweat  arofe ;  but 
whenfoever  they  were  drawn  in  again  by 

a 

any  Mifmanagement  or  Cafualty,  they  would 
appear  and  vanifh  again  many  Times,  and 
be  very  difficult  afterwards  to  be  fixed; 
and  fometimes  when  they  could  be  brought 
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to  Suppuration,  and  a  plentifuUDifchargs^ 
they  would  renew  again,  as  we  ihall  here¬ 
after  have  further  Occafion  to  obferve. 

THE  Parotides  borrow  their  Names  from 
the  Glands  alfe&ed,  which  grow  behind 
the  Ears  *,  but  thefe  T umours  are  not  to 
be  diftinguiihed  from  others  but  by  their 
Situation,  and  therefore  require  not  any 
particular  Defcription  here,  fo  that  among# 
many  Instances  I  ihall  give  but  one  to  di£ 
cover  their  Nature;  In  a  certain  Youth 
there  arofe  a  Tarot  is  on  each  Side,  behind 
the  Ears,  which  after  Suppuration  and 
Inciiion,  let  out  great  Quantities  of  P*«, 
and  were  afterwards  by  a  Surgeon  healed 
up  ;  but  the  mufculous  Flefh  was  at  this 
fime  fo  wailed,  as  to  difcover  a  Sight  as 
plealant  as  fhrange,  viz.,  the  external  jugu-. 
lar  Veins,  with  the  Arteries  under  them, 
the  recurrent  Nerves,  the  Tendons,  the 
OEfophagus,  and  in  ihort  all  the  Veifels 
quite  bare  and  untouched;  but  upon  the 
Patient’s  Recovery  all  filed  up  as  before 
with  new  Fleih. 

A  Conjecture  of  Diemebrooech  comes  here 
in  our  Way  to  examine  ;  he  will  have  it 
that  Buboes  are  produced  frpm  an  Ebulli- 
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tion  of  a  faline  and  an  add  Humour  meet- 

I 

ing  together,  like  a  Mixture  of  Salt  of 
Tartar  and  Spirit  of  Vitriol:  But  whence 
can  fuch  a  vaft  Coagulation  arife  ?  Indeed  l 
do  not  deny  but  that  a  Tumult  and  Buftle 
may  be  occafioned  by  the  Concourfe  of 
liich  Principles,  as  alfo  that  from  fuch  a 
Collu£lation  fome  faline  Particles  may  be 
precipitated  ;  and  it  mufl  further  be  allowed, 
that  a  Part  will  inflate  and  fvvell  while 
fuch  Fermentation  continues  ;  but  yet  I 
cannot  apprehend  how  Tw  can  be  gene¬ 
rated  by  fuch  Means  ;  for  by  an  EfFufion 
of  fuch  a  Mixture  the  Serum  would  be 
more  changed  into  a  Lixivium ,  than  a  pu¬ 
rulent  Matter;  after  the  Conflict  likewife 
is  over,  the  Tumour  would  immediately 
fubfide  and  vanifh ;  but,  on  the  contrary. 
Buboes  daily  and  gradually  come  to  their 
Height  of  Suppuration:  But  I  fhall  not 
detain  the  Reader  on  this  Head  any  long¬ 
er,  but  proceed  to  a  Defer iption  of  a  Car¬ 
buncle. 

r  *  -  * 

A  Carbuncle  then  is  a  fmall  Eruption, 
whofe  Contents  are  fbon  difeharged,  after 
which  it  appears  in  a  crufly  Tubercle  about 
the  Bignefs  of  a  Millet  Seed,  gradually 
Spreading,  and  encompafied  with  a  very  red 

and 
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and  fiery  Circle;  arifing  firft  of  all  from 
an  ichorous  Humour,  afterwards  with  great 
Pain  and  Heat,  from  a  lixivious  and  can- 
flick  Poiiom 

THAT  i  may  difpatch  as  much  as 
&offible  in  a  few  Words,  it  now  lies  before 
me  to  defer ibe  the  common  Method  of 
its  Eruption  ;  in  the  Beginning  is  a  fharp 
pricking  Pain  upon  t lie  Part  affeded,  which 
in  a  little  Time  grows  very  hot,  and  then 
lifts  up  the  Cuticle  into  a  BliAer,  con¬ 
taining  a  thin  Ichor  ;  but  after  the  Veficle 
is  by  rubbing  or  any  other  Accident  broke, 
and  the  contained  Fluid  by  Heat  difhpated, 
its  cauAick  Quality  leaves  an  Efchar  behind, 
which  crufts  over,  in  fome  fooner,  and  in 
others  later;  its  Extension  is  various,  lbme- 
times  more  broad,  and  at  others  more  con- 
traded  ;  nor  is  its  Colour  more  certain ;  in 
the  greateft  Degree  of  Inflammation  it  is 
extreamly  red,  but  for  the  moil  Part  it 
is  dusky,  very  often  livid,  and  fome  times, 
from  the  peculiar  Virulence  of  the  pefti- 
lential  Poilon,  even  quite  black* 

B  U  T  as  there  is  a  Quality  in  the  pe¬ 
ll  ilential  Venom  not:  yielding  even  to  an- 
Cautery,  and  from  which  in  ’  the 

Pro- 
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Produ&ion  of  Carbuncles  Efchars  are  gene¬ 
rated,  I  take  it  to  be  of  Confequence  to 
know  how  fuch  a  iharp,  burning,  and  cau- 
itick  Humour  comes  to  be  bred  in  an  hu^ 

'/  f  '  T  -  V  “  < 

mane  Body *  and  by  what  Contrivance  of 
Nature  it  comes  to  be  thus  leparated  and 
thrown  out? 

AND  in  an  Affair  of  this  Difficulty,  I 
expe£t  to  be  candidly  fet  right  by  any  one 
who  thinks  me  mihaken.  The  whole  Tribe 
of  Difeafes  an  humane  Conflitution  is  fiib- 
je£l  to,  does  undeniably  prove  that  our 
Bodies  are  capable  of  producing  many  ve¬ 
nomous  Taints,  even  equal  to  any  Thing  inr 
the  Air  or  the  Earth  ^  nay,  the  Hiftories 
of  Phyfick  give  many  Infiances  of  poifonous 
Infects  and  Animals  bred  within  us^  and 
no  one  can  be  ignorant,  that  befides  the 
Difpofition  of  corrupted  Humours  within 
us  to  generate  fuch  Creatures,  that  their 

V  .  *  ^ 

Semina  are  often  brought  to  us  from  with¬ 
out  :  And  this  is  very  manifeft  in  a  fri~ 
vate  Peffilence,  (if  that  Term  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  me)  where,  without  any  Help  from 
external  Contagion,  not  only  a  poifonous 
Semlnium  may  be  generated,  but  Carbuncles 
alio  may  break  out  \  that  is,  from  the  pe- 
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culiar  caufHck  Quality  of  -  faline  Particles 
in  the  Body. 

WHEREFORE  if  this  can  be  done 
in  a  private  Pefiilencc,  what  may  we  not 
expeft  from  a  Feftilence  that  is  the  Con- 
lequence  of  an  Epidemick  Caufe;  for  the 
additional  Affiflance  of  a  more  powerful 
ialine  Principle  from  without,  cannot  but 
greatly  actuate  the  animal  juices,  and  in¬ 
duce  a  compound  Malignity  abundantly 
Jhfhclent  for  the  Produ&ion  of  peftilen- 
tial  Carbuncles. 

£ 

T  H  E  more  aggravated  therefore  the 
faline  Qualities  of  this  foreign  ialine  Prin¬ 
ciples  ilia  11  be,  and  in  Proportion  to  the 
Quant: ties  of  it  iniinuated  into  the  animal 
Fluids,  the  Carbuncles  will  break  out 
more  or  fewer,  fooner  or  later  ^  although 
as  long  as  the  pefHlential  Poifon  flows  in 
Company  with  other  Fluids  within  the 
Veiled  s,  it  feems  more  mild,  becaufe  then 
diluted,  than  when  feparated  and  thrown 
^pon  the  Skin  by  the  natural  Excretory 
Powers.  And  this  Expulfion  of  it  feems 
much  to  be  aiHfted  by  the  common  Ten¬ 
dency  of  herons  Particles  towards  the  Sur- 
ftce9  and  the  Congrefs  of  nitro  -  aereal 

Particles 
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Particles  therewith  •  but  nothing  however  is 
more  manifeft  than  that  when  the  peftilential 
Poiibn  hath  got  to  the  Surface,  it  exercifes 
its  Virulence  upon  all  the  Parts  it  touches, 
and  leaves  cruel  Marks  of  its  Triumph 
behind }  the  fame  as  which  likewife  ob¬ 
tains  not  only  from  an  epidemkk  Pefti- 
lence,  but  upon  drinking  any  poifbnous 
Draughts. 

BUT  it  concerns  us  here  to  remove 
one  Miftake  ^  For  it  is  laid  down  by 
Diemebrooecky  in  Oppofition  to  the  common 
Opinion,  that  a  Carbuncle  is  nothing  elle 
but  an  a£hial  Gangrene  ;  for  if  any  Credit 
may  be  given  to  our  Experience,  which 
we  look  upon  to  be  as  well  founded  as 
that  of  this  great  Man,  I  do  not  remem¬ 
ber  any  Carbuncles  (unlefs  where  there 
hath  fome  manifeft  Error  been  committed 
in  external  Applications,  or  the  Virulence 
of  the  Pcftilence  hath  been  greater  than, 
ordinary)  to  have  tended  more  to  a  Spha¬ 
celation,  than  any  other  Conferences 
of  the  peftilential  Poifon* 

And  were  there  not  innumerable  Tefti- 
mon’es  to  the  Truth  of  this,  many  Ar¬ 
guments  might  be  alledged  in  its  Vindica¬ 
tion  ; 
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tlon  -7  for  while  there  is  a  free  Influx  of 
vital  Spirits,  and  other  natural  Fluids,  in¬ 
to  the  Part  aife&ed  ^  while  the  native 
Heat  is  preferved  from  Suffocation,  and 
Putrefa&iori  is  prevented,  what  Perfon  can 
imagine  there  to  be  any  particular  Difpo- 
iition  to  Mortification  in  a  Angle  Car¬ 
buncle  ?  And  the  more  elpecially  when  the 
Spirits  are  fo  far  from  being  intercepted 
by  the  Carbuncle5s  Eruption,  that  they 
flow  more  plentifully  to  the  Part j  when 
the  native  Heat  is  fo  far  from  being  fuf- 
located,  that  by  its  Afliftance  a  falutary 
Separation  is  made  *,  and  laftly,  when  the 
Part  aife£led  is  fo  far  from  Putrefa&ion,  and 
rendered  more  humid  .  than  before,  that 
thefe  faline  particles  of  an  efcharotick 
Quality,  rather  prevent  Mortification/ 
and  by  drying  the  Part  make  it  rather 
more  able  to  refifl:  fuch  a  Change  : 
And  according  to  the  beA  of  my  Remem¬ 
brance,  I  never  did  meet  with  a  Carbun¬ 
cle  that  mortified,  unlefs  from  the  Mil- 
management  or  Carelefnefs  of  Surgeons,  or 
when  the  highefl:  Degree  of  Virulence  in 
the  peftilential  Poifon  had  not  occafioned 
an  immediate  Sphacelation. 

KO 


1 
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S3  O  Part  of  an  humane  Body  was 
free  from  the  Eruption  of  the  Carbuncles 
And  I  Ihall  not  exceed  the  Truth  if  l 
affirm  that  J  have  met  with  them  at  one 
time  or  other  in  all  Places*  But  this 
Matter  will  yet  appear  more  fully  beyond 
Contradiction,  when  I  ihall  have  brought 
a  few  ieleft  Inftances  out  of  a  great 
Multitude,  to  put  it  quite  out  of  Difpute. 

i 

A  Girl  of  about  12  Years  of  Age,  felt 
a  grievous  Pain  about  her  Breafi,  where 
quickly  after  the  Appearance  of  a  Pimple, 
there  broke  out  a  Carbuncle ;  the  Efchar 
at  laff  came  off,  and  the  Ulcer  difcharg- 
ing  fome  Matter  plentifully  ^  after  about 
twenty  Days  ihe  was  reckoned  to  be  very 
well,  had  not  a  Surgeon  too  raihly  drolled 
her  with  the  red  drying  Ointment ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  cicatrize  it  3  for  upon  that  the 
Peffilence  appeared  again,  and  killed  her 
in  a  about  three  Days,  undoubtedly  from 
a  Return  of  the  Venom  inwards  before  it 
was  all  di (charged. 

AKOT  H  E  R  Cafe,  almoft  beyond 
Belief,  were  it  not.  attefted  by  many 
Ev e-Wit ueifes,  was  of  a  Woman,  who  im¬ 
mediate!  y 
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mediately  after  Delivery  had  a  Carbun*- 
cle  appear  upon  her  Breafts,  when  the7 
Infant  fucked  all  the  Time  without  Harm, 
and  the  Woman,  through  the  Favour  of 
the  Seafon,  and  exaft  Care  in  all  Refpe&s, 
recovered.  I  was  alfo  another  time  called 
to  a  Man  of  advanced  Years,  whofe  whole 
Thigh  and  Hip  was  over-run  with  a  Car¬ 
buncle,  but  the  Vefication  was  made  by 
filch  an  ichorous  Serum,  that  I  ftrongly 
fufpe£ted  a  Mortification  *  I  complained  of 
being  called  fo  late,  but  however  ordered 
*1  deep  Scarification,  and  other  Means  fuit- 
able,  whereupon  there  grew  fom£  Hopes 
of  Separation,  but  for  Want  of  inward 
Strength  arid  Spirits,  the  Patient  died; 
whereas  another  of  a  more  vigorous  Habit, 
was  recovered  in  the  fame  Cafe,  for  no 
other  Reafon,  but  that  there  was  Strength 
enough  to  carry  him  through  it.  More¬ 
over,  I  once  met  with  a  Buboe  and  Car¬ 
buncle  together  in  the  Groin  of  a  Boy, 
not  above  two  Finger's  Breadth  of  each 
other ;  but  by  due  Means,  both  medicinal 
and  chirurgical,  the  Lad  got  well  from  both 
his  Ails  together. 

A  certain  Merchant  had  a  Carbuncle 
upon  his  Ar  m,  a  little  below  the  Elbow, 

but 
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but  what  was  moft  unhappy  was,  that  at 
the  Beginning  he  was  fo  Impatient  of  the 
Pain,  that  he  applyed  a  Cooling  Cataplaiiti 
to  it  of  his  own,  ordering,  for  fuddenly 
thereupon  it  changed  into  a  Gangrene,  to 
obviate  which,  Scarrification  was  immedi¬ 
ately  had  recourfe  to,  in  the  Execution  of 
which,  the  Surgedn  inadvertently  cut  a 
large  Vein^  which  caufed  fuch  a  Flux  of 
Blood,  as  could  not  be  hopped  by  either 
aCtual  Cautery,  or  any  other  Means  }  where- 
dpon  followed  fiich  a  Sinking  of  his 
Spirits,  that  the  unfortunate  Gentlemaii 
died  in  three  Hours  time, 

LASTLY^  A  Carbuncle  appeared  on 
the  Finger  of  a  young  Woman,  to  eradicate 
which,  we  took  all  imaginable  Care ;  and 
all  Things  at  firft  feemed  to  anfwer  our 
Withes:,  but  the  Uncertainty  of  humane 
Expectations  I  for  the  Patient  with  her  old. 
Nurle  Supping  plentifully  upon  French 
Beans,  that  very  Night  the  Diftemper  re¬ 
turned  •  and  although  fhe  vomited  as  much 
as  her  Strength  would  bear,  by  the  Pro¬ 
vocation  of  an  Emetick  given  her,  after 
which  were  ufed  the  moft  Cordial  Remedies, 
and  the  moft  warm  Alexipharmicks,  early* 
in  the  Morning,  a  frefh  Carbuncle  came 

K  in 
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in  the  Place  of  the  old  one  ^  fhe  was  de¬ 
lirious  all  that  Day,  and  in  the  Evening 
hie  expired.  After  the  Bearers  came  that 
Night  to  bury  her,  and  talked  of  fetching 
away  the  old  Woman  next,  as  a  Perfon 
dead,  the  poor  Wretch,  as  awakened  from 
Sleep,  cried  out,  Ihe  was  not  dead  •  but 
hie  difappointed  not  their  Agreement,  arid 
died  time  enough  to  be  carried  away  the 
lame  Night  to  the  burying  Place. 

-  *  ' ,  •  <  <  * 

I  might  eafilv  impioy  a  Volume  in  a 

/ 

Recital  of  all  the  particular  Circumitances 
of  thefe  Carbuncles ;  but  however,  before 
1  difmifs  this  SubjeH,  I  cannot  omit  that 
the  pehilential  Venom  was  in  a  very  great 
Manner  communicable  from  one  Carbuncle 
to  another  *,  or  to  fpeak  perhaps  more  pro¬ 
perly,  the  faline  Virulence  of  a  Carbuncle 
would  generate  another  wherefoever  it  lodged* 

THE  Number  of  Carbuncles  was  unde,, 
terminate,  fometimes  two,  three,  four,  or 
more,  would  come  out  at  once,  the  pelti- 
lential  Venom  being  diffufed  to  many  Parts 
at  the  lame  Time;,  but  the  reft  we  fhall 
leave  to  that  Sedion  concerning  the  Cure 
of  Carbuncles  ^  we  lhall  here  therefore  fub- 

joia 
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join  fomewhat  concerning  peftilential  Spdts^ 
called  Petechia . 

% 

THE  Petechia  then  are  little  Spots  upon 
the  Skin,  not  eafily  diitinguifhable  from  a 
Flea-Bite  *,  though  this  Difference  may  be 
obferved,  in  a  Flea-Bite  there  may  be  leen 
a  Pundure  in  the  middle,  where  the  little 
Creature  had  ffruck  initsTeeth$  and  round 
it  an  Inflammation,  with  a  little  extrava- 
fated  Blood :  But  thefe  Spots  are  more 
uniform  in  their  Colour,  more  fixed,  and 
difficult  to  be  removed,  whereas  upon  any 
Preffure  with  the  Finger  a  Flea-Bite  gives 
Way,  except  in  the  central  Punfture.  Fur¬ 
thermore  the  peftilential  Petechia  are  to  be 
diftinguilhed  from  the  Spots  of  a  malignant 
Fever,  as  they  are  deeper  coloured  ^  and 
likewife  to  be  known  (as  before  obferved) 
from  Scurvy  Spots,  which  are  much  broad¬ 
er,  and  not  always  exaftly  round  ^  although 
thefe  are  likewife  fometimes  intermixed 
with  the  peftilential  ones,  and  by  Means 
6f  the  aforementioned  Affinities  between 
them,  hardly  in  fome  Cafes  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed. 

T  O  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the  pe¬ 
nitential  Petechia  do  not  always  fix  in  the 

K  2  Fame 
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fame  Parts,  and  fometimes  they  diiappear* 
after  a  fliort  Stay  in  one  Place,  and  im¬ 
mediately  rife  in  others  :  And  indeed  there 
is  no  Part  altogether  exempted  from  them* 
although  they  chiefly  come  out  in  the 
Neck,  Bread:,  and  Back  ;  whereas  thole  of 
the  Scurvy  come  rnoftly  in  the  extream 
Parts.  The  Reafon  of  this  in  the  former 
Cafe  may  probably  be  from  the  Proximity 
of  the  larger  Veifels,  and  the  Largenefs  of 
the  Pores  about  the  Trunk  of  the  Body* 
and  in  the  Scurvy,  the  Legs  particularly 
are  mod:  Ipotted,  from  the  Tendency  and 
Precipitation  of  the  faline  Particles  down¬ 
wards.' 

•  -r.r t  i  ••  •  , 

i  .io.  *4-  X  1  i  ••  •  ,1. 

l  -  .  '  '  -  ‘ 

T II E  Spots  were  fometimes  few,  but 
mod:  commonly  very  numerous j  in  fome 
they,  were  lo  thick,  as  to  cover  in  a  man¬ 
ner  the  whole  Skin.  I  faw  a  little  Girl 
that  was  ail  over  full  with  them,t  but  upon 
a  large  Sweat  arifing,  they  all  difappeared, 
and  die  recovered  ^  yet  fometimes  the  Di- 
ffemper  was  fo  delufory,  that  thefe  Spots 
would  arife,  and  difappear,  and  come  out 
again,  for  feverai  Times  j  that  is,  when 
Nature  gave  its  iitmoft  Efforts  to  expel 
the  oifbn,  they  might  be  feen  upon  the 
Surface  y  but  when  the  Spirits  languiihed* 
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m  upon  any  external  Cold,  they  would  jgo 
in  again. 

I  might  here  conveniently  obferve,  that 
this  Eruption  was  almoft  always  fympto- 
matical,  and  very  rarely  critical  ^  the  Co¬ 
lour  of  them  was  not  always  the  fame, 
lometimes  they  were  red,  or  purple,  at 
others  yellow,  and  fometimes  livid  or  blacky 
according  to  the  Nature  and  Energy  of  the 
morbiflck  Venom,  and  its  Complication  with 
other  Contingencies  j  and  hence  we  natu¬ 
rally  pafs  to  the  elfential  Character  ifticks  of 
a  Peftilence. 

THE  genuine  peftilential  Chara&ers, 
by  the  common  People  amongfl  us  called 
Tokens ,  as  the  Pledges  or  Fore- warnings  of 
Death,  are  nothing  elfe  than  minute  and 
diftin£l  Blafisy  which  have  their  Origin  from 
‘within,  and  rife  up  with  a  little  pyrami¬ 
dal  Protuberance,  having  the  peftilential 
Poifon  chiefly  colle&ed  at  their  Bafes,  and, 
according  to  the  accuftomed  DifperJfion  of 
fiich  Agents,  gradually  tainting  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Parts,  and  reaching  to  the  Surface,, 
as  the  Coiigu ration  of  Velfels  and  Pores  are 
i  difpofed  to  favour  their  Spreading. 
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MOREOVER  thefe  Blahs  were  de^ 
livable  from  external  Caufes,  as  from  the 
Injuries  of  Air,  where  the  pefiilential  ASafi 
mat  a  were  pent  up  and  condenfed,  and  by 
that  Means  their  Virulence  increafed  to  that 
Degree,  that  Life  it  fe if  was  immediately 
pxtinguifhed,  upon  coming  within  their 
Reach.  Nay,  fome  were  fo  fuddenly 
marked  with  thefe  fatal  CharaCiers,  that 
they  did  not  before  find  themfelves  in  any 
other  RefpeCi  out  of  Order  ^  which  is  a 
Circumstance  fo  well  known,  that  there  is 
little  need  to  confirm  it  by  particular  Irn 
fiances,  however,  for  the  Readers  Satis¬ 
faction,  I  fh.aU  recollect  one  or  two  FaCts 
pf  this  Kind. 

I  was  called  to  a  Girl  the  firft  Day  of 
her  Seizure,  who  breathed  without  any 
Difficulty,  her  Warmth  was  moderate  and 
natural,  her  Inwards  free  from  glowing 
and  Pain,  and  her  Pulfe  not  unequal  or 
irregular  •,  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  Things 

genuine  and  well,  as  if  ffie  had  ailed  no- 

} 

thing  -9  and  indeed  I  was  rather  inclined  to 
think  flie  counterfeited  being  fick,  than 
really  to  be  out  or  Order,  until  examining 
her  Breaft?  I  found  the  certain  Characters 

pf 
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of  Death  imprinted  in  many  Places  ^  and 
in  that  following  Night  ihe  died,,  before 
ihe  her  felf,  or  any  Perfon  about  her,  could 
difcern  her  other  wife  out  of  Order* 

Some  time  after  I  vifked  a  Widow  of 

f .  ■  t  •:  -  •  <•  LA 

Sixty  Years  of  Age,  whom  I  met  with 
at  Dinner,  where  ihe  had  eat  heartily  of 
Mutton,  and  filed  beiides  her  Stomach 
with  Broth ;  after  I  had  enquired  into  fe¬ 
deral  Particulars  relating  to  her  Health, 
ihe  affirmed  her  ielf  to  have  never  been 
better  in  her  Life,  but  upon  feeling  her 
Puife,  I  perceived  it  to  intermit,  and  upon 
examining  her  Breafl,  I  found  an  Abundance 
of  Tokens,  which  proved  too  true  a 
PrognofHck,  that  even  after  fo  good  a 
Dinner  ihe  would  by  the  Evening  be  in 
another  World, 

AS  to  the  Eruption  of  thefe  fatal 
Charatters,  I  judged  them  to  be  rather  the 
Effetts  of  the  pefilential  corrofive  Salt, 
than  of  any  Putrefattion  of  the  Humours  j 
for  this  Poiibn  wanting  room  for  Exhala¬ 
tion  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  col- 
letted  in  Quantities  upon  the  Surface,  and 
for  want  of  Spirits  to  ftrive  therewith, 

imprinted  fhefe  Marks  thereupon, 

K  4  FUJU 
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FURTHERMORE  thefe  external 
Parts  not  only  grew  dry  from  the  Acrir 
-mony  of  this  Venom,  but  were  alio  very 
liable  to  Sphacelation  by  an  Extinction  of 
the  vital  Spirits  ”  but  enough  of  this,  be¬ 
wail  fe  it  would  be  but  adding  Light  to 
the  Noon-day  Sun,  to  endeavour  to  con¬ 
firm  it  by  more  Teftimonies. 

U  '  ‘  '■  f  y 

■  THESE  Tokens  did  differ  in  Regard  to 
their  Colour  and  Hardnefs  j  of  their  Co¬ 
lour  we  fliall  fpeak  hereafter :  Their 
Hardnefs  I  ufed  to  try  with  a  Needle 
°i  Penknife  ,  to  fee  whether  the  Senfe 

*  .  ;  *  i  % 

ana  Life  was  perifned  or  not  *  in  which 
Trials  I  found  a  great  deal  of  Difference, 
as  fome  would  be  penetrated  with  very 
little  Trouble,  when  others  were  even 
callous  and  horny,  and  difficult  to  be  pe¬ 
netrated.  "I  he  Origin  of  thefe  I  conjecture 

nervous  Juice,  or  fome 
gelatinous  Subfiance  evaporated  into  a 
gummy  Confidence,  not  unlike  thofe  horny 
Excrefcencies  from  the  Bones ;  their  Co¬ 
lour  and  Affinity  in  many  Refpefts  with 
Wham  is  alfo  remarkable. 


AND 
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AND  here  I  cannot  pafs  by  ah  Infiance  worth 
Obfervation,  of  a  Girl  who  came  to  my  Houle 
full  of  Sadnefs  and  Confirmation,  already 
even  to  fink  down  7  upon  Examination  fhe 
told  me  that  lhe  had  broke  out  from  an 
Houle  where  fhe  was  fhut  up  with  a 
Nurle,  all  the  reft  of  the  Family  being 

V 

dead,  to  Ihew  me  the  certain  Forerunner 
of -Death  upon  her,  faying  flhe  had  the 
Tokens  upon  her  Leg  j  but  I  foon  found 
a  Miftakp  that  might  have  been  fatal  to 
her,  for  it  was  only  a  Whart,  which  nei¬ 
ther  fhe  nor  the  Nurle  had  ever  taken 
Notice  of  before  ^  fhe  was  foon  undeceiv’d, 
and  by  my  Encouragement  ihook  off  all 
her  Fear  *  returning  Home  chearful  to  take 
thole  Medicines  which  were  dire£led  to 

•  ■  .  *  i 

carry  -off  the  Diforders  upon  her,  and 
fweating  her  plentifully  removed  all  Sus¬ 
picion  of  the  Contagion :  But  I  really  be¬ 
lieve,  that  had  not  her  Mind  been  foon 
made  eafie,  by  what  was  faid  to  her,  Ihe 
would  have  died  merely  by  the  Force  of 
her  Imagination  }  as  liich  a  Dread  extream-» 
]y  aggravates  the  leaft  Complaints. 

B  TJ  T  fome  of  thefe  Tokens  were  not 

tt  ■  v  ■  s  .  •  >  . 

only  fo  like  in  Appearance  to  Wharts,  that 

they 
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they  deceived  this  young  Girl,  for  fbme^ 
times  even  the  Surgeons  miftook  them  - 
and  I  was  beholden  to  the  Management 
beforementioned  of  pricking  through  them 
to  be  fatisfied  fometimes  my  felf,  as  well 
as  to  know  the  Degrees  of  Malignity  in 
the  Venom  of  the  true  "Tokens  ^  where  I 
found  quickly  a  Senfifcklity,  I  took  it  for 
a  good  Sign,  and  thofe  which  went  no  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  Skin,  would  oftentimes  fhough 
off  •  whereas  when  they  went  deeper,  they 
■were  deemed  dangerous,  efpecially  when 
the  Part  loft  its  Feeling,  and  threatned 
Sphacelation,  There  were  likewife  fome 
found  fo  extreamly  comatous,  that  the 
whole  Body  was  deprived  of  Senfe *,  info- 
much  that  if  any  L,imb,  or  Part  clear  of 
the  Tokens ,  was  tried  by  PunCture,  or  Inch 
ftoij,  there  would  be  no  more  felt  than 
upon  the  deadly  Miarks  themfelves  ^  not¬ 
withstanding  which  Infenfibility  of  Body, 
iome  Faculties  of  the  Mind  would  return 
and  be  perceived  even  till  Death, 

THE  Vifctra,  a  lib,  as  well  as  the  ex¬ 
ternal  Parts,  would  fometimes  be  marked 
wiLn  thefe  Characters,  nay,  fometimes  it 
appeared,  that  the  Inwards  were  affe&ed, 

when 
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when  nothing  of  the  Tokens  were  feen  ex¬ 
ternally, 

THE  Magnitude  of  the  Tokens  were 

various,  fometimes  as  ftnall  as  a  Pin’s  Head, 

and  at  others  larger,  and  as  broad  as  a 

Silver  Peny  ;  there  were  indeed  Inifances 

of  many  running  into  one,  but  this  was  but 

feldom  in  the  late  Sicknefs. 

* 

LASTLY,  Some  were  deprelfed,  and 
others  prominent,  and  fome  did  not  appear 
till  the  infe&ed  Perfon  was  dead ;  lo  that 
it  did  not' fuffice  to  kill,  but  alio  to  leave 
Marks  of  its  Triumph*,  but  fome  of  the 
crafty  Nurfes  would  put  the  dead  Body 
immediately  into  wet  Cloaths,  whereby  they 
flopped  the  further  Fermentation  of  the 
Juices,  and  retrained  fuch  Eruption,  in 
Order  to  elude  the  Magiflrates  Notice  and 
*  Power,  to  fhut  up  the  Houfes. 

BUT  how  much  foever  thefe  deep 
Marks  were  the  fure  Fore-warnings  of 
Death,  yet  fometimes  they  would  be  out 
from  the  fourth  Day  before,  and  remain  all 
that  while  as  terrible  Admonitions  both  to 
the  Sick  and  others. 

k 

SECTION 
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SECTION  VI. 


The  prognojiuk  Signs  of  the  late  PefHlence • 


S  that  PefHlence  which  of  late  made 


fo  great  Havock  amongft  Mankind, 
was  fo  full  of  Shiftings  and  Changes  in 
its  Attacks  and  Progrefs,  that  very  little 
Certainty  could  be  had  of  its  Event  •  it 
highly  concerns  the  Credit  and  Honour  of 
the  Faculty,  not  too  hafiity  in  fuch  Cafes 

,  i » 

to  prognofticate  either  Recovery  or  Death  : 
In  Order  therefore  tp  remove,  as  much  as 
poffible,  fuch  Difficulties  for  the  future, 
it  is  with  Cheerfulnefs  that  I  can  leave 
with  Pofierity  thofe  Obfervations  which  I 
have  been  able  to  make  in  my  daily  At¬ 
tendance  upon  the  Infected,  to  the  utmoft 
Hazard  of  my  Life,  through  the  Courfe  of 
this  late  Sicknefs. 

THE  progncfHck  Signs  then  regard  ei¬ 
ther  the  PefHlence  it  felf,  as  to  its  Ori¬ 
gin,  Heighth,  and  Declqnfion,  or  the  Reco- 

it 

very  or  Death  of  the  Patient- 


FROM 
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FROM  certain  and  undoubted  Signs  , for 
fame  time  foregoing  the  manifetf  Eruption 
of  the  FI  ague  y  may  its  Degrees  of  Severity 
be  prognojl seated, 

A  S  lharp  and  immoderate  Pains  appa-* 
rently  denote  a  pefiilential  Conftitution* 
and  likewife  Tumours  breaking  out  again 
upon  Parts  before  affeded:  For  it  is  a 
Cafe  that  I  have  often  met  with,  that 
thofe  who  have  had  Buboes  and  Car¬ 
buncles  in  the  Sicknefs  well  cured,  to  break 
out  again  afterwards,  from  fome  Remains 
of  the  peftilential  Venom  yet  lurking  in 
the  ConfHtution,  and  not  to  ba  conquered. 

WHENSOEVER  chronick  Difeafes- 
&re  changed  into  acute  ones,  it  may  be 
concluded  that  the  Infedion  is  not  far  off; 
For  Valetudinarians  are  more  fenfible  of  any 
approaching  Diforder  than  thole  who  are 
ftrong  and  healthful:  And  from  a  natural 
Caufe  may  it  be  accounted  why  infirm 
Conffitutions  can  certainly  foretel  leveral 
Granges  in  the  Air,  and  be  forewarn’d 
of  other  external  Inconveniencies ;  and  the 
more  virulent  any  Infectious  Miafmata  are, 

the  fooner  do  they  ailed  Rich  Habits ; 

and 
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and  it  feems  peculiar  to  the  Plague  to  be 
preceded  by  its  pernicious  Effluvia ,  like  fo 
many  Officers  feizing  the  Weak  and  Help- 
lefs  firft  ^  and  fuch  it  tyrannizes  over  by 
converting  the  morbid  Humours  into  its 
own  Nature,  in  fubtilizing  thofe  which  are; 
grofs,  acuating  the  dull,  heating  the  cold, 
changing  the  natural  Ferments,  and  in  fhort, 
by  inducing  oppofite  Qualities  into  the 
whole  Conftitution. 

MOREOVER,  in  this  Regard  we 
may  confid£r  the  frequent  Mortalities  a- 
xnongft  Cattle,  which  foregoe  an  Infection 
amongft  Mankind  •,  for  thefe  Creatures 
living  for  the  moft  Part,  both  Night  and 
Day,  in  the  open  Air,  not  only  are  more 
influenced  b^  it  when  tainted,  but  are  alfb 
hurt  by  the  infectious  Venom  which  ga¬ 
thers  upon  the  Herbage  ;  as  like  wife  they 
are  more  liable,  on  other  Accounts,  to 
feel  its  firft  Approaches,  becaufe  its  freeft 
Progrefs  is  in  open  Places. 

MOREOVER,  when  there  is  a  ge¬ 
neral  Sadnefs  and  Confternation  upon  the 
Minds  of  the  People  from  no  manifeft 
Caufe,  fb  that  the  whole  Multitude  are 
pale  and  fpiritlefs,  who  can  think  but 

that 


of  the  late  Teftilence.  145 

that  Tome  general  Calamity  is  at  Hand  ? 

AND  certainly  this  will  not  appear  a 
very  difficult  Con jefture,  and  remote  from 
Reafon,  when  we  duly  coniider  the  ft  range 
Intercoarfe  and  Familiarity  which  the  Spi¬ 
rits  maintain  with  Things  very  occult, 
and  at  a  Diftance  ;  for  whofcever  rightly 
weighs  this  Matter,  will  perceive  the  Spi¬ 
rits  capable  of  very  fubtile  Impreffions, 
by  Means  of  their  Intercourfes  with  the 
Imagination,  whereby  they  are  capable  of 
perceiving,  though  ohfcurely,  any  approach¬ 
ing  Evil,  and  coniequently  of  exciting  a- 
mongfi  the  Populace  a  general  Apprehenhon 
concerning  Futurity,  without  any  miracu¬ 
lous  Influence. 

LASTLY,  All  fore-bodings  of  any 
Kind  denote  the  Malignancy  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  Evil,  becaufe  they  are  manifeih 
ly  from  the  Influence  of  the  peftilential 
Mlafmata  ^  and  the  further  off  fuch  Impref- 
fions  are  made,  the  greater  do  they  pro- 
g  no  flic  ate  the  future  Calamity  will  be  i 
becaule  fuch  irradiations  at  a  Difiance,  and 
propagated  through  a  long  i  ra£i  of  Air, 
denote  the  great  Energy  and  Virulence  of 
j  their  Origin }  when  therefore  the  PefHlerice 

feldom 

■ 
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leldom  appears  without  fuch  Forewarning^ 
and  gradually  diffufes  according  to  the 
greater  or  leifer  Liberty  for  the  nitro-aerial 
Poifon  to  move  in,  and  the  firft  Perceptions 
of  it  are  fo  terrible,  what  Miferies  and 
Deflations  may  not  be  expelled  from  it, 
when  it  is  arrived  in  its  full  Force  ? 

A  Peflilence  that  is  fierce  and  deadly  in 
its  firfl  Attacky  [don  ceajesi 

I  call  fuch  a  Peftileiice  fierce,  that  imme¬ 
diately  defiroys  the  ftrongefi:  Conftitutions, 
and  which  being  every  where  diffuled, 
feizes  all  at  once  \  for  the  fooner  the  ve¬ 
nomous  Seminlum  is  fpread  and  wafted,  the 
fooner  will  its  Fury  be  over. 

THE  Times  of  a  Pejlilence  in  its  De- 
creafey  are  in  Proportion  to  the  Times  of 
its  Increafe. 

FOR  the  infectious  Poifon  does  not  aft 
precar iouily,  but  in  .  Aguiar  and  uniform 
Manner,  as  it  fully  appeared  by  the  Courfe 
of  the  late  Sicknefs  amongft  us  ^  (not  to 
mention  others  at  a  greater  Diftance  of 
Place  and  Time)  but  this  will  be  be  ft 
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made  appear  from  the  Tables  of  Mortality 
hereunto  annexed. 

The  Caufe  of  a  Pejl Hence  being  re  move d9 
Jpent,  or  extinguished,  its  Effects  immediate • 
ly  ceafe. 

A  S  Fire  goes  out  when  its  Fuel  is 
wanting,  or  fpent,  fo  the  peftilenti&i'  Viru* 
lence  continually  wants  fomewhat  to  keep 
it  up,  and  no  longer  than  it  is  fuppiied 
with  that  neceffary  Pabulum  will  it  laid: 
Although  I  acknowledge  that  fometimes 
thefe  fatal  Sparks  will  lie  as  it  were  frrio- 
thered  in  their  own  Ruins,  for  foirie  Time* 
and  after  a  certain  Interval  break  Out  again 
into  its  firft  Fury,  from  the  original  Caufe 
that  as  yet  hath  never  been  extinguifhed. 
And  hence  perhaps  fome  may  be  led  into 
an  Error  about  the  Plague’s  being  co-seyal 

.With  the  World,  and  its  continual  Subfiftacce 

■* 

in  one  Plate  or  another,  as  external  Cir- 
cumftances  favour  its  Propagation  or  Hin-* 
drance  •  for  the  ve  ,  <  lucreafe  of  the  pe- 
jftilential  Scminiuni ,  after  every  Interval  of 
Recefs,  plainly  fhews  it  to  take  freih  Root  ^ 

!  and  upon  the  total  Extirpation  of  it,  I  can- 
i  not  fee  how  the  fame  can  appear  again  : 

L  And 
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And  this  is  confirmed  by  the  almoft  fob- 

' 

tiniiai  Varieties  in  different  Infections. 

W  E  now  come  in  Courfe  to  fpeak  of 
thole  Prognofticks,  which  regard  the  Death 
or  Recovery  of  the  infe&ed. 

Every  Hemorrhage  is  had^  hut  &  FluX 
of  the  Menfes  always  fatal . 

I  ■  ...  '  :  '  I !  i 

A  Loofenef  of  the  Bowels  y  efpecially  in 
the  Beginnings  is  commonly  a  Sign  of  Deaths 

V  -J  -  -  *  '  -  ~-it  -  ~  ’  t  -  •  ‘  -  *  -  •-  i  f  *  V 

BECAUSE  by  this  Evacuation  a 
Diafhorcfis  is  prevented,  the  Strength  i $ 
wailed,  and  the  Poifou  is  fo  far  thrown 
upon  the  Bowels,  as  fometimes  to  induce 
Sphacelation  ^  the  Cale  is  likewife  no£ 

much  better  when  the  Faces  are  extreamly 
fttid*  and  there  is  no  Relief  thereby  *,  or 
when  they  are  green,  or  black,  or  come 
away  involuntarily,  efpecially  when  attended 
with  a  Dysentery o ■- 

•s‘  '  >  m\"  *  ?  •  -  *■»/•  ■  0 

v  ■,  *  -  •'*  ® 

WHERE  the  Lungs  are  tender ?  weak) 
or  difempered7  it  generally  ends  ill. 

*•**  ,'v  i  J  ];C  ’  * *  *• 

FOR  I  can  hardly  remember  any  one 
who  had  bad  Lungs  that  ©leaped  in  the- 

late-' 


late  Sicknefs  ^  and  it  was  a  conftant  OB- 
fervation,  that  Afthmatick  Perfons^  not 
only  by  frequent  and  hard  Xnlpiration  drew 
in  more  of  the  poyfonous  Steams  than  o- 
thers,  but  alfo  that  the  weakned  Force  of 
that  Organ,  gave  Opportunity  td  them  to 
fix  their  Lodgment  there. 


WHEN  Perfons  grew  fta  better  fa t 
Sweatings  but  weaker ,  and  the  Dijlemper 
higher ,  it  wds  judged  fatal* 

FOR  after  Nature  had  made  fuch  an 
Effort  to  expel  the  Venom  to  no  Purpofe^ 
dll  Hopes  of  Recoyery  could  not  but  va* 
niih.  A  great  Expence  of  Spirit,  and  a 
general  Decay  of  Strength,  inuft  be  the 
Confequence  of  fuch  a  Waft  *  and  a  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  Sweat  like  wife  brings  on  a  dan¬ 
gerous  Colliquitation,  or  is  a  Sign  of  it }  and 
*  thofe  hot  iharp  Sweats,  which  veficate  the 
Skin,  are  alfo  to  be  fufpefted :  More¬ 
over,  it  is  very  hazardous  when  cold 
Sweats  c  me  after  fuch  hot  ones.  But  the 
moft  certain  Fatality  of  all,  is  from,  fuch 

t 

Sweats  as  have  a  cadaverous  Smell ;  altho? 
there  was  fometimes  a  very  difagreeable 
fceated  Sweat,  with  which  they  recovered, 
as  with  it  exhaled  the  peftilential  Venom,. 

L  2  A 
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A  Lofs  of  Appetite  for  a  great  whikr 
proved  mojl  commonly  but  a  dangerous 
Prognoft  ickv 

I  T  appears,  by  what  hath  been  already 
laid,  that  a  Loathing  at  Stomach  was?  a 
certain  Sign  of  Infe&ion  •  and  upon  a  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  it,  it  was  neceffary  that  there 
fhould  enfue  a  Defeat  of  Nourifhment  and 
Strength,  which  made  a  Perfon  much  more 
liable  to  the  worfl  Influences  of  the  Di- 
fremper,  and  even  to  Erofion  and  Sphaceia- 
tion  of  the  Stomach, 

i*.~  .  I  9  Jt  •  -  j  .  •_  .  > 

*  '  •  4  ■  '  \  |  f*  N*  ■ 

‘  .  4k  -  -•  (  ..  '  J  s  / 

D-EAFN E  S  S  joined  with  Drowfwefs , 
were  Signs  the  Parotides  would  foon  appear . 

WHEN  Buboes  went  in  again  without 
due  Evacuation ,  and  while  bad  Symptoms 
continued ,  Matters  were  generally  doubtful , 
and  for  the  mojl  Part  very  dangerous* 

I  always  looked  upon  my  Labours  to  be 
defeated,  whensoever  theie  Tumours  dis¬ 
appeared.  of  a  fudden  without  any  manifefl 
Caufe  *,  for  it  was  owing  to  the  Retreat  of 
the  Venom  inwards,  where  it  made  terrible 
M-ifchiefj  and  was  extreamly  difficult  to  be 

got 
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got  again  to  the  Surface  *?  yet  if  Sweats 
broke  out,  that  the  Patient  could  well  bear, 
it  was  not  uncommon  for  them  to  return, 
and  bring  again  Matters  into  an  hopeful 
State. 

WHE  N SO  E  VE  R  thefe  Tumours 
&re  difcoloured ,  efpe  dally  tending  to  Black* 
Kefs,  or  do  not  Juppurate ,  or  are  infenfibkj 
it  may  be  pronounced  the  Patient  mil  he 
mrfe« 

* 

THE  more  Buboes  there  are ,  fro  that 
they  Juppurate ,  the  better . 

CA  R  B  V  NC  L  E  S  are  always  more 
dangerous  than  Buboes . 

~/r 


BOTH  ©n  Account  of  their  iharper 
Pain,  and  greater  Difficulty  to  cure. 

.  r  "  . 

.  .  » >•-  ...  -  ...  ’ :  a 


THE  [mailer  the  Carbuncles  are  in 
Compass,  and  their  Situation  remote  from  the 
Vifcera,  greater  Vefrels^  Tendons ,  and  Nerves^ 


and  the  fewer  they  are  in  Number 9  by  Jo 
much  it  is  the  better  ;  and ,  on  the  contrary 9 

when  they  JJread  like  a  Gangrene ,  and  are 

■ 

near  the  principal  Parts ,  as  the  Breajl  or 
Belly |  and  aljo  are  numerous. ?  or  livid 9  thp 
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Tate  of  the  Patient  may  be  pronounced  dejfe - 
rate. 

THE  pejlilential  rTokensyejf  ec  tally  tvheq 
they  are  deep ,  are  the  jure  and  fceedy  Me f- 
fengers  of  Death . 

F  O  R  a  general  Mortification  commonly 
follows  thefe  particular  ones  :  although  there 
is  fometimes  (as  before  obfervedj  fome  Time 
given  between  one  and  the  other,,  as  for 
two  or  three  Days. 


A  Complication  of  bad  Symptoms,  together 9 
precipitates  the  Patient  into  another  World. 


NAY,  fometimes  when  there  are  many 

•  *  w  *-W 

Symptoms  of  Recovery,  the  obftinate  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  one  bad  is  enough  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  Patient’s  Fate. 

h  ■  '• 

5  ’  ’  '  *  *  V  ■  : 

* v,  •  •  i  ^  -  .  -v  *  ,  v  !■  "  v  • 

F  RO  M  the  incmjtant  Appearance  of 
the  Urine ,  there  can  be  no  certain  Judg¬ 
ment  made. 


THE  Urine  indeed  of  thefe  Patients  is 
generally  not  to  be  difUnguifhed  from  that 
pf  healthful  Perfons,  although  fometimes 
its  Stench  is  not  to  be  endured ;  this  a 
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.certain  Phyfician  found  to  his  Coft,  who 
taking  the  Urinal  too  near,  was  infefted 
;by  the  Scent,  fell  ill,  and  in  three  Days  died* 

THE  Pulpy  which  m  all  other  Dtfeafes 
M  almoft  a,  certain  Index ,  in  this  Sicknep 
.could  not  be  At  all  trull ed  to* 

’  *'  -  *  '  %£  v‘ 

T HO  S  E  who  were  comat out  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  or  Height  of  the  Dipapy  jeldcm 
efcaped . 

Thefe  Prognofticks  I  thought  my  felf 
obliged  to  take  Notice  of,  by  the  Method  | 
propofed  to  my  lelf  herein-  but  that  I 
have  omitted  many,  is  to  be  excufed  by 
the  Difficulty  and  Difference  of  Judgment 
in  thefe  Matters ;  for  fuch  was  the  delufory 
Appearance  of  this  Peftilenee,  that  many 

Patients  were  loft  when  they  were  thought 

• 

in  a  fafe  Recovery  *,  and  when  we  thought 
the  Conqueft  quite  obtained,  Death  run  away 
with  the  Vi&ory  *,  whereas  others  got  over 
it,  who  were  quite  given  over  for  loft  much 
%q  the  Difreputation  of  our  Art, 
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-  r 

H  :  i 

Concerning  the  Cure  of  the  hte  Pejlilence * 

*  v  ,  l  -  v  v.  »  ,  '  .  < 

ALTHOUGH  a  peftilential  InfefHon 
is  extreamly  dangerous,  and  doubtful 
as  to  its  Confeqaences,  very  few  being 
fpared  by  it,  when  in  its  greateft  Height, 
yet  we  are  by  no  Means  to  defpair  in  lo 
great  a  Difficulty,  and  give  up  the  whole 
Race  of  Mankind  to  De&rufHon  as'  food 
as  it  comes,  but  be  rather  Simulated  to 
greater  Endeavours;  and,  like  faithful  Mi- 
nifters  of  Nature,  Rudy  all  Helps  againft 
fuch  common  and  grievous  Calamities. 

■  V  .  ^  >  a.  .  „  V.  < 

•  i  •  .  ;  \  -  '  r  '*  •  * ' 

BUT  before  we  enter  upon  that  Part 
which  feeks  Affiftance  from  Medicine,  it 
may  be  neceffary  to  exhort  the  infe&ed, 
that  they  have  due  Regard  to  the  Almighty 
Power,  not  only  in  confeffing,  and  feeking 
Porgivenefs  for  Sin,  but  in  'imploring  his 
Bleffing  upon  thole  Remedies  and  Means 
for  Recovery  which  even  the  mo  ft  skilful 
Phyfician  can  prefer ibe;  r  : 


TjH  E  Infe&ed  alfo  ought  to  be  admo- 
nhhed  that  they  make  their  Wills,  and 


fettle 


.. 


I 
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fettle  their  worldly  Affairs,  fo  as  to  pre- 

*■  '  V  i  ^  *  ■’  ■* 

Vflnt  Contention  and  Law-Suits,  leaft  by  the 
Severity  of  fuch  a  Diflemper  they  fhouid 

chance  to  be  carried  off.  But  this  is  to  be 

■  .  •  *  .  «  '  .  .  v' 

•  t.  /  * 

done  before  they  are  affeGied  at  all  in 

^  *  .  i .  *  ■  *  \ 

their  Under Handings  by  the  Difeafe, 


LASTLY,  It  is  likewife  to  be  enjoin¬ 
ed  the  Sick,  that  they  quietly,  fubmiffive- 

ly,  and  with  a  chearful  Confidence,  com- 

.*  f  .  ■ :  , 

mit  themfelves  to  the  Care  and  Manage- 

•V 

ment  of  their  Phyficians :  And  hence  ap¬ 
pears  the  Difficulty  of  that  Task  to  watch 
over  thole  who  are  in  fuch  imminent  Dan- 

v  /  - 

ger  j  and  what  variety  of  Cares  lie  upon 

■(  '■  *  , , 

him  who  undertakes  it,  and  who  often 
falls  himfelf  by  that  Tyrant  he  is  endea¬ 
vouring  to  defend  others  from  ? 


BUT  to  do  jufiice  to  the  Sacred  Art, 

*  -f  *  .  r* 

in  its  relieving  Mankind  in  fuch  cruel 
Dileales,  this  muff  eternize  the  Sons  of 

Efculapns ,  that  they  feem  to  be  born  for 
the  Publick  Good,  by  their  Ufefulnefs  even 
in  a  Peftilence,  as  well  as  other  more  com¬ 
mon  Calamities  of  Life*  but  on  this  Head 

v,  ;  v  * 

I  Lh.aH  forbear  faying  more,  knowing  how 

*  ‘  ,  .  .  i  '  .  . 

unworthy  I  am  to  give  due  Honour  to  fo 
m  uch  Worth, 

r.-  ..Vi):-,  BUT 
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BUT  in  the  Profecution  hereof,  as  fome 
heretofore  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains 
to  no  Purpofe  in  finding  an  univerfal  jpecifick 
againfl  the  Pefbilence,  and  have  impoled 
many  palpable  Falfities  upon  the  World 
.under  fuch  Pretences  ;  fo  our  modern  Coal - 
Blowers  have  in  like  Manner  cried  up  their 
pernicious  Secrets,  and  wickedly  impofed 
them  upon  the  credulous  Populace.  Cer¬ 
tainly  thefe  publick  Cheats  ought  them- 
felves  to  be  deemed  peftilential,  as  their 
Notions  and  Pra&ice  is  abhorrent  to  all 
found  Reafon  :  For  if  the  Arguments  on 
both  Sides  the  Queflion  be  fairly  ilated? 
and  one  will  he  convinced,  that  there  ne¬ 
ver  as  yet  hath  been  difcovered  in  Nature., 
*  .  ■ 

the  full  and  abfolute  Eiience  of  a  Pefti- 
lence,  but  that  it  Rill  remains  a  Myftery  to 
Mankind-,  wherefore  in  this  Diftemper  a 
Perfon  muft  proceed,  as  in  all  others,  by 
a  ferious  Attention  to  the  manifeft  Sym¬ 
ptoms,  and  a  rational  Conformity  of  the 
Means  of  Cure  thereunto  ^  and  while  we 
hold  to  this  only  Rule  of  Procedure,  ah 
though  the  Severity  of  the  Diftemper  may 
conquer  fevqral,  yet  many  alfo  may  by 
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IT  now  comes  to  us  to  declare  what  a 
Phyflcian  has  to  do  in  this  Calamity  ^  as 
therefore  the  Difeafe  admits  of  no  Delays, 
Help  muff  be  immediately  procured,  and 
^the  Phyflcian  ought  to  fly  to  the  Patient’s 
Succour,  leafl,  by  any  Omiflion,  the  Cafe 
fliould  be  got  beyond  Recovery,  and  a  Per- 
fon  be  lofl:  for  Want  of  timely  Afliflaiice. 

WHEN  the  Phylician  is  come,  he 
Ought  to  addrefs  the  Patient  with  Chear- 
fulnefs,  and  blame  thofe  Fears  and  melan- 
choly  Apprehensions  which  give  many  over 
too  much  into  the  Power  of  the  Diflemper2 
by  cutting  off  all  Hopes  of  Recovery. 

LASTLY,  according  to  the  general 
Directory  of  our  College  beforementioned, 
the  moft  generous  and  efficacious  Me- 
*  dicines  muff  be  contrived  with  the  utmoft 
Care  and  Deliberation. 

IN  the  firfl:  Place  then,  whether  Phle¬ 
botomy  is  to  be  pra&ifed  or  not  is  jufl> 
ly  to  be  queflioned*,  and  indeed  I  fhould 
pafs  it  by  here  as  fatal,  but  that  I  know 
many  unskilful  and  rafh  Perfoas,  who  not 

only  let  Blood  largely  at  one  Time,  **but 

,v  i  ■;  -  <  1  •  '■  '  '  v  '  T* 

order 
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order  it  likewife  to  be  repeated  until 

>  '  f.  "• ' 

t; he  Patient  faints. 


BUT  if  the  Authority  of  the  Anci¬ 
ents  as  well  as  the  Experience  of  the 
Moderns  hath  any  Weight,  and  indeed 
if  our  own  Pradice  may  be  regarded,  it 
is  highly  to  be  feared,  from  many  In- 
fiances,  that  Bleeding  in  a  genuine  Pefti- 
lence  is  not  only  to  be  fufpe&ed,  but 
charged  as  pernicious  ^  for  we  have  .many 
times  feen  the  Blood  and  Life  drawn  away 
together ;  which  makes  it  aftomihing  to 
lee  the  Praftifers  in  fuch  Milchief  dare 
to  judifie  the  fatal  Error  ^  what  is  it  that 
indicates  this  Evacuation,  is  it  intenfe 


Heat  j  or  any  Turgefcency  of  the  Vefc 
€  Is  ?  Or  is  it  to  giVe  Vent  to  the  pefH- 
leatial  Poifon  to  make  its  efcape?  Cer¬ 
tainly  nothing  to  me  feems  more  abfurd  ^ 
for  if  the  other  Sump  toms  do  not  remit 
with  the  Fever,  the  Patient  will  be  plung¬ 
ed  into  the  utmoft  Hazard  *,  for  how  can 
Lie  Blood  and  other  Juices  be  depurated, 
if  the  febrile  Heat  is  extinguiftied  ?  not 
to  fay  any  thing  of  a  Suppreilion  of  fa- 
lutary  Breathings  hereby,  a  Perveriiom.of 
the  natural  Secretions,  and  Sinking  the 


* 
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THEY  alfb  are  under  as  great  an  Er¬ 
ror,  who  fetch  their  Reafons  for  this  Pra¬ 
ctice  from  the  Turgefcency  of  the  VelTels  - 
for  while  inordinate  Hurries  are  excited 
in  the  Bloody  from  difagreeing  and  hete¬ 
rogeneous  Particles  driving  to  extricate 
themielves  from  one  another,  there  is  made 
thereby  only  a  feeming  Plenitude  j  what  Mad- 
nefs  then  muld  it  be,  in  order  to'  remove 
an  imaginary  Fulnefs,  to  link  the  necefTary 
Strength  by  a  ralh  Effufiou  of  Blood  ? 

AND  kftiy,  the  morbifrck  Poifon  is 
not  of  that  kind,  as  to  leek  an  Efcape  at 
the  Orifice  of  a  Vein,  and  run  out  with 
the  flowing  Blood}  and  which  (as  before 
proved)  affeCHng  chiefly  the  Spirits,  and 
refiding  in  other  Veflels,  makes  this  Me¬ 
thod  of  Cure  in  a  Peftilence  impra&icable. 

*  I  will  not  however  deny  but  that  there 
may  poflibly  be  Gircumflances  in  malignant 
and  peftilential  Fevers,  which  may  jnfHfie 
Phlebotomy,  as  when  it  is  done  for  Revul- 
fion  fake,  in  too  great  a  Flux  of  the  Menfes : 
But  in  a  genuine  PefHlence,  it  is  not  to  be 
meddled  with.  There  is  but  one,  as  I  can 
remember,  who  furvived  it  in  the  late  Sick- 
nefs  j  but  it  is  needlefs  to  fay  any  more 

upoi 
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tipon  a  Subject  fo  plain,  and  therefore  I 
ihall  pals  to  what  is  of  more  Confequence^ 

A  S  for  what  concerns  the  next  Means 
of  Remedy,  an  Emetick  may  be  given  in 
the  Infancy  of  the  Difeafe,  where  the  Sto¬ 
mach  is  loaded  either  by  over-eating,'  or  by 
a  Crowd  of  bad  Humours,  or  when  there 
is  a  Loathing,  or  a  Bitternefs  in  the  Mouth  5 
fo  that  any  particular  Conformation  df 
the  Breaft  and  Neck  doth  not  contra-indi¬ 
cate  }  and  amongft  thele  Remedies  they 
are  preferrable  which  plentifully  excite 
Vomiting,  without  working  alfo  down¬ 
wards. 

§ 

O  F  this  kind  are  the  Syr.  Diafari  Fer4 
ftelij ,  Syr.  Scabief.  comfcf.  OxymeL  Scillit.  and 
chiefly  the  Sal  Vitrioli  •  but  the  Antimoriial. 
Preparations  are  not  fo  advifable.  The 
Dofe  of  the  Emetick  ought  to  be  large 
enough  to  empty  the  Stomach  foon  ^  and 
the  Polfet-drink  ufed  in  the  Operation,  in 
order  to  rince  off  its  Coats  all  Filthinefs,* 
is  to  be  impregnated  with  Carduus ,  Scordium$ 
Afeadorv-fipeety  Butter-Burr ,  &c.  boiled  in  it. 
In  my  own  Practice,  I  have  always  found 
good  Service  from  large  Draughts  of  the 
Pdifet-drink  abovementioned,  fweetned  with 

jingle 
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Jimfle  Oxymd,  without  any  other  previous 
Emetick  given. 

AFTER  Vomiting  is  over,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Stomach  the  better  to  keep 
any  Aiexipharmick  Medicines,  its'  Force 
may  be  greatly  lirengthned  by  adding  Sto- 
Hpichicks  to  the  Alexipharmicks :  But  if 
a  Reaching  to  vomit  prove  Symptomatic 
cal,  Emetich  are  by  all  Means  to  be  a- 
t'oided  leaft  the  Phyfieian  ( like  old  Nur- 
fes,  who  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the* 
Rules  of  Practice)  ihould  promote  that 
Symptom,,  which  by  fruitlefs  Strains  wafte 
the  Spirits,  and  follicit  the  peflilential  Ve¬ 
nom  into  the  Stomach  from  diftant  Parts  ^ 
which  when  fixed  there,  hill  irritates  into 
more  violent  Reachings,  that  cannot  be  at 
iwaged  by  any  Remedies. 

ALTHOUGH  in  other  Gales  a  Vo¬ 
miting  may  be  removed.,  by  Emet'th ,  yet 
in  a  Pehilence  it  is  dangerous  to  follow 
fuch  Practice  j  becaufe  the  Malignity,  or 
rather  Nitro-faline  Effluvia,  vellicate  the 
Mouth  of  the  Stomach,  and  fo  invert  its 
nervous  Coats,  although  empty,  as  to  bring 
On  Convulfions  :  And  fome  Perlbns  feexn 
Bo  have  their  Stomachs  full,  as  overloaded 
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With  Food,  who  crave  to  be  freed  by 
Vomiting,  which  it  is  by  no  Means  fafe 
to  indulge  them  in,  becaufe  fuch  a  Senfa- 
tion  of  Fulnefs  proceeds  only  from  the 
peftiiential  Poyfon  vellicating  the  Mem¬ 
brane?,  while  the  Stomach  is  it  felf  free 
from  Food,  or  bad  Humours }  but  what 
further  concerns  this  Matter,  will  come  to 
be  further  conftdered  under  the  Cure  of 
Symptoms. 

MOREOVER,  Purges  are  jufily  reck¬ 
oned  ainongft  Medicines  of  great  EfEcac}^ • 
but  whether  or  no  they  are  to  be  uled 
in  the  Cafe  before  us,  is  a  Difficulty,  and 
full  of  Controverfy  amongft  Phyficians  * 
and  indeed  the  Varieties  in  peftilential 
Difeafes,  the  Differences  of  Conititutions* 
the  various  Complication  of  Circumftances> 
the  Uncertainty  of  Sealons,  crc.  do  make 
it  impoffible  to  give  any  general  Rules 
hereupon  *,  wherefore  I  ihall  go  no  further 
tl  i  what  my  own  Practice  hath  enabled 
Jfo  to  judge  concerning  it. 

A  Turgefce  cy  or  Diftemperature  of 
Humours  do  certainly  call  ror  an  Eva  u- 
ation  this  W  :y  }  that  is,  when  the  f  u- 
mours  are  tioublefome  more  by  their' 

Quantity 
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Quantity  than  any  Simulating  Quality  5 
when  therefore  the  Gonfitution  is  not 
able  to  conquer  fuch  a  Burthen,  neither 
by  Digeftion  nor  Expulflon,  Catharticks 
are  certainly  necelfary  to  help  away  the 
Load*  and  efpecially  if  a  Perfon  hath  been 
before  eating  to  Excefs; 

BUT  if  this  Evacuation  be  delayed  till 
the  Juices  have  received  the  pefiiential 
Taint,  the  Humours  are  then  rather  to  be 
depurated,  then  purged  away  by  Cathar¬ 
ticks  }  and  it  is  certainly  better  to  truft  to 
the  Strength  of  Nature,  when  Things  are  , 
gone  fo  far,  to  do  the  Work  her  Own  Way  1 
And  whether  or  no  the  Blood  is  too  much 
fufed,  or  (according  to  fome)  coagulated, 
purging  Medicines  are  certainly  to  be  a- 
voided-  for  in  the  firf  Cafe  they  fur¬ 
ther  agitate  and  fufe  the  Blood,  befides  the 
‘Hazard  of  breaking  open  fuch  VeiTels  as 
may  not  without  great  Difficulty  be  again 
clofed }  the  fame  Medicines  are  alio  hurt¬ 
ful  in  the  Blood’s  Coagulation,  becaufe  they 
evacuate  only  the.  ferous  Parts,  and  leave 
the  Remainder  more  vifcid  and  tenacious, 
whereby  Qbftru£lions  are  rendred  more 
perverfe  and  unconquerable,  and  the  fag- 
nant  Matter  without  a  Poilibility  of  Di- 

M  lut  ion, 


1 6i  Concerning  the  Cure 
iution,  and  Reflitution  to  its  priftine  Statf 
of  Fluidity,  as  alfo  more  firongly  inclofing 
the  peftilential  Poifon  at  the  fUme  Time} 
it  is  alfo  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  in  fo 
great  an  Agitation  the  morbifick  Venom 
may  be  drawn  to  the  Bowels,  and  Sphace¬ 
lation  follow  thereupon. 

THAT  Purging  may  be  alfo  praHifed 
with  Succefs,  the  Strength  of  the  Patient 
is  carefully  to  be  confulted,  for  where 
the  Spirits  are  low,  or  deficient,  it  may 
not  only  prove  unfa'fe,  but  fatal }  and  where 
the  Bowels  are  extreamly  Simulated  by 
the  Cathartick,  r  nd  the  Humours  greatly 
put  into  Fufion  by  its  rarifying  Qualities, 
they  will  be  apt  to  pafs  off  in  too  large 
a  Profufion. 

W  HAT  can  a  Perfon  iikewife  expeft 
to  do  with  a  Cathartick,  in  Diforders  of 
the  Spirits?  It  certainly  appears  to  me 
more  likely  to  purge  away  all  the  Humours 
of  the  Body,  than  re-kindle  the  Spirits  that 
are  oppreifed,  cloudy,  and  almoft  extinH, 
by  fuch  Means }  and  further,  as  the  Sub- 
til ty  of  the  pefHlential  Poilbn  inclines  it 
rather  to  elcape  by  the  fuperficial  Pores, 
than  the  larger  Emundories,  this  Me¬ 
thod 
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fchdd  is  contrary  to  that  natural  Tendency^ 
calling  it  back  again  from  the  Circum¬ 
ference  to  the  Center }  I  cannot  imagine 
what  they  propdfe,  who  even  repeat  in 
thefe  Cafes  their  purging  Medicines,  until 
they  bring  both  intolerable  Pains,  and 
Gripings  into  the  Bowels,  and  Sphacelations^ 
as  beforementioned. 

BUT  if  after  all  Confideratidns  any  Per- 

fon  thinks  it  proper  to  purge,  it  ought  to 

. 

be  certainly  done  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Infe&idn,  and  with  Ibmewhat  that  operates 
fpeedily  •  and  to  which  Purpdfe  thole  in 
Liquid  Forms  anfwer  ben:,  as  for  Example  : 

5^  j4q.  Angelica  fimpL  Tartariz.ata  §  ij.  Syr. 
de  fpind  Cervind  ^  j.  Elix .  proprietary  Crollii  vel 
Antipefiilentialis  9  }*  dr  inter dum  3  /?.  dillblve 
[alls  abfynthii  gr .  viij.  M.  S>  Fiat  haufim  hark 
comtnoda,  dr  typo  remitt endo  dandm. 

A  Solution  alfo  of  Fit.  Eufji  from  3  /.  t© 
o  j.  may  be  made  in  Afarigcld  Water ,  by  thole 
who  like  that  better.  They  who  pleale 
likewife  may  ufe  the  following : 

XJt  ExiraB’  Pilularum  Ruff,  3  ij.  re  fin  z.alapii 
9  ]»  trochifc .  de  rhabarb .  3  j.  gum*  ammoniaci 

M  2  in 
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in  aceto  fcillit .  foluti  5  j.  [alls  Tartari,  abfynthn 
ana  gr.  viij.  cum  tinEl.  Theriacali  f,  fiat  majfay 
i  cujm  5  j.  conglobentur  filula  vij,  vel  viij.  Dof. 
in  confiitutione  athletic  a  ad  9  ij.  front  medico 
vifum  fuerit  varianda . 

'  j  t  J  ;  i  ...  ■-< 

I N  a  Difeafe  that  will  admit  of  no 

''  •  )  \j~  4.  •*  .  i  * 

Delays  it  is  beft  to  evacuate  but  little,  yet 
that  not  flowly ;  fo  that  the  morbid  Hu¬ 
mours  may  be  expelled  at  the  firft  Seizure, 
before  they  have  received  the  peftilential 
Taint,  and  before  its  Virulence  hath  reach- 

v-  K 

ed  to  the  whole  Mafs  of  Fluids  :  For  it 
is  certain  that  no  Digeftion  is  to  be  ex- 
pefted  in  this  Cafe,  and  therefore  can  there 
be  no  Room  for  Alterants  or  Digefiives :  But 
when  the  Body'  is  very  coibive,  I  judge  it 
mo  ft  convenient  and  fafe  to  do  this  with 

*y,  .'l< ..  A  *  w 

Suppofitories. 

T  *  i*  <r  •*  v  ’  •  -  *  . 

B  U  T  all  Authors  and  practical  Phyficft 
a  ns  agree  in  this,  to  throw  out  the  pefti- 
leutial  Malignity  as  foon  as  poilible  •  which 
is  expeditioufly  and  furprizingly  done  by 
tAiexifkarmlcks  •  and  to  thefe,  as  foon  as  the 
Belly  is  loo  hied,  Recourfe  mufb  fpeedily 
be  had,  as  to  a  facred  Refuge :  And  there 
is  fuch  Plenty  of  Remedies  of  this  kind, 
$  Mature  feems  to  have  had  more  than 
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an  ordinary  Indulgence  and  Forecaft,  in 
providing  againft  this  deftru&ive  Enemy  of 
Mankind  ^  nor  hath  the  medicinal  Art  been 
likewife  wanting  in  fupplying  us  with  ma¬ 
ny  Preparations  of  Simples ,  that  are  power¬ 
ful  againft  fo  grievous  a  Peftroyer.  But 
in  this  great  Choice  it  behoves  us  to  fele& 
thole  which  are  moft  efficacious  ^  for  this 
Diftemper,  which  is  certainly  the  moft  ty¬ 
rannical  of  any  that  befets  a  humane  Body., 
may  be  fometimes  conquered  in  its  In¬ 
fancy,  which  when  got  to  a  Head,  is  not 
to  be  managed  by  the  greateft  Efforts  of 
humane  Skill* 


A  M  O  N  G  S  T  the  Simples  of  the  three 
Kingdoms,  to  begin  with  the  Vegetable, 
Virginian  Snake  Rooty  when  frelh  and  fragrant, 
is  the  m^ft  efficacious ;  infomueh  indeed 
that  I  have  often  admired,  that  fuch  great 
♦Vertue  fhould  relide  in  fuch  minute  Fibres, 
having  a  Taft  very  pungent,  and  a  quick 
aromatic  k  Scent,  and  di {covering  fomewhat 
wonderful  and  almoft  fupernatural  j  fo  that 
it  defervedlv  is  accounted  the  moft  effica- 
cious  and  generous  Diaphoretick  and  Alexi- 
pharmick  for  Spelling  the  peftilential  Poi» 
fon.  Its  Dofe,  finely  powdered,  is  from 
gr.  iv.  or  vi.  to  3  ij.  in  any  proper  Vehicle, 
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due  Regard  being  bad  to  the  Strength  and 

Age  of  the  Patient. 

THE  next  Place  is  juftly  given  to  the 

*+•  _  .  •  > . 

Contrayerva-Rooty  from  which  alfo  a  com- 
pound  Medicine,  which  I  ihall  hereafter 
delcribe,  is  admirably  contrived :  T he 
Dole  of  this  in  fine  Powder  is  from  9  i.  to 
5  i.  in  Angelica,  or  Scordmm  W  a  ter,  or  in 
Wine,  etc.  1 

-  -  : ’  «:-=  ' ;  •  •  -f 

>  >  ■*  :  *  W  i  «-r  , 

THERE  are  other  Roots  like  wife 

-  j  .* 

which  daily  Experience  hath  taught  us 
to  be  very  good  for  the  fame  Purpofes ; 
and  with  which,  as  Occalion  requires,  ma¬ 
ny  valuable  Compounds  are  formed,  in  orr 
der  to  eife£t  that  with  a  united  Force 

...  .t 

which  they  could  not  do  flngly;  in  this 
CJals  are  the  Roots  of  Angelica.)  Scorz.onera^ 
Butter  bar)  Mafierwort,  Torment  i/,  Zedoary% 
Garlicky  Eli  camp  an  Cy  Valerian.)  Birthwort2 
Gentian ,  Bittanyy  and  many  others,  which 
any  Perfon  that  loves  Variety  may  find 
in  proper  Authors. 

BUT  even  Gratitude  obliges  me  not 
to  oxpit  faying  fomewhat  of  Gingery  which 
I  have  prefcribed  both  in  the  Root  pow¬ 
dered,  and  candied,  many  Times  with  great 

Sue- 
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Succefsj  for  it  is  very  powerful  both  to 
raile  a  breathing  Sweat,  and  defend  the 
Spirits  againft  the  Pe'ftilential  Impreihon. 

/•  -  v  ■-  •  ’r  », 

,  ..  ’  !  %  \  5  }  i  ; 

FROM  thefe  Roots  may  be  made  Ex^* 
traftsy  either  with  Spirit  of  Wine  or  Vh 
negar ;  for  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that  the 
more  fubtii  Particles  col]eO;ed  together, 
and  divefted  of  their  groifer  and  unprofiu 
able  Parts,  become  more  efficacious  in  .Me¬ 
dicinal  Cafes. 

?-  •  •  .  - 
•  '  '  '••• '  T-  ’  '•  ‘  '  -  i  <!  j.r.  .  f  J 

THE  Leaves  of  Vegetables  moil:  ufod 
in  Practice,  are  Scordium ,  Rue,  Sage,  Veronica, 
Dragon,  the  lejfer  Centaury,  Scabious ,  Pimpi- 
nel,  Marygolds  and  Baum ,  and  from  which, 
on  Occafion,  are  feveral  Formula  contrived,. 

G  O  O  D  Vehicles  to  waih  down  and 
facilitate  the  taking  more  efficacious  Me¬ 
dicines,  are  made  of  the  Waters  diftilled 
from  thole  Herbs  while  they  are  frelh 
and  fragrant  (having  not  yet  loff  their 
volatile  Salt :,)  for  thofe  which  are  com¬ 
monly  kept  for  Ornament  in  the  Shops 
are  infipid,  and  of  little  or  no  Worth. 

A  Clyffus  alfo  of  the  fame  Herbs  is 
prefer rable  to  the  Waters,  made  after 

M  4  this 
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this  Manner,  let  a  Quantity  of  Water 
be  drawn  from  the  green  and  fucculent 
Plant,  and  the  Juice  be  expreffed  from  ano¬ 
ther  Parcel  of  the  fame  Herb,  and  depu¬ 
rated  by  ftanding ,  let  then  both  be  evapo¬ 
rated  to  the  Confidence  of  Honey ,  and 
from  it  a  Tin#ure  drawn  with  fome 
more  diddled  Water  and  a  little  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine,  which  is  again  by  Eva¬ 
poration  to  be  reduced  into  an  Extra#  $ 
alfb  from  the  dryed  Plant  draw  its  elfential 
Oil,  and  from  the  Refidium  after  Didillation 
the  Salt.  Of  the  Extra#  take  3  iv.  of  the  Salt 
§  /,  and  of  the  011  50  drops,  and  mix  them 
together,  where  let  them  lie  to  incorpo? 
rate  more  intimately  with  one  another. 
The  infpiflated  Juices  likewife  of  thele 
Ingredients  are  of  good  Effe#,  and  in  the 
.Winter,  Deco#ions  may  coveniently  be 
made  of  them  for  the  fame  medical  Pur- 
pofes  ;  and  further,  that  the  Remedies  in  this 
Cafe  may  be  yet  the  more  efficacious,  they 
may  be  joined  with  Alkaline-Salts  diffolved 
in  a  proper  Menfiruum :  For  by  this  Means 
the  Tone  of  the  Stomach  will  be  ftrength- 
ened,  P.utrefa#ion  will  he  prevented,  the 
nitro-faline  Effluvia  will  be  redded,  or  at 
lead  precipitated,  and  a  Diapborefe  pro¬ 
moted, 

■'  *  i  Vs? 


of  the  late  Peflilence.  1 6p 


SOME  Berries  are  alfo  of  great  Ufb 
in  Pradice*  as  the  Powder  of  Ivy-Berries 
given  to  the  Quantity  of  one  Dram  in  two 
Parts  of  Elder  Vinegar ,  and  one  Part  of 
White-Wine  5  the  Spirit  likewife  drawn  from 
Elder-Berries  would  do  the  fame  in  a  Dole 
of  §  iij,  or  §iv.  the  Spirit  of  Juniper  Berries 
given  to  g  i.  a  Spirit  drawn  from  green 
Walnuts ,  with  Treacle-Water,  as  alfo  from 
the  Seeds  of  Carduus ,  Citrons ,  &c.  had 
likewile  their  due  Recommendations  in 
powerfully  promoting  Sweat* 

BUT  I  know  nothing  amongft  the 
Simples  that  hath  fo  obtained,  for  Ages  to* 
gether,  as  the  Oriental  Bez,oary  and  which 
ffill  hath  fo  great  a  Kame^  yet  without 
having  any  Inclination  to  contradid  a  re¬ 
ceived  Opinion,  I  have  been  fo  confirmed 
*  by  a  Multitude  of  Trials,  that  the  Truth 
will  fpeak  for  it  felf,  which  manifefHy 
denies  its  Virtues  to  be  at  all  equivalent 
to  its  Value :  And  I  have  really  given 
it  in  Powder  many  times  to  40  or  50 
Grains,  without  any  manner  of  Effed ; 
and  I  dare  affirm  that  the  Bez^oar  with  which 
I  made  thefe  Trials  was  genuine* 


THE 
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THE  Powder  alfb  of  an  'Unicorns  Horn, 
fo  much  cried  up  for  an  Antidote,  never 
anfwered  any  good  Expeftations,  although 
I  had  feveral  Dozes  of  it  given  me  by  a 
Merchant,  on  purpofe  to  try  its  Virtues  : 
But  that  which  would  cure  Pidgeons, 
Fowls,  Cats  and  Dogs,  from  •  Arfenical  Poi- 
ions,  as  the  worthy  Gentleman  allured  me 
that  did,  had  yet  no  Efficacy  againft  the 
peftilential  Virulence :  Yet  if  it  was  not 
controverted  to  this  very  Day,  whether  or 
no  there  is  fuch  an  Animal  in  Being  as  an 
'Unicom 7  and  it  lhould  moreover  be  grant¬ 
ed  that  the  Horn  hath  thele  Eupendions 
Virtues  *  the  Price  of  it  would  make  it  pur- 
chafeable  only  by  the  Rich  *,  whereas  in  this 
dreadful  Calamity  the  Populace  were  chiefly 
infeffed  ^  and  therefore  cheap  and  common 

Medicines  fhould  be  contrived  for  them 

*  . 

by  the  Phyfieians  *r  in  the  dumber  of  which, 
fir  ft  occur  the  Troches  of  Vifers7  given  to  the 
Quantity  of  9  iv.  in  compound  Sccrdiun? 
Water ,  or  the  volatile  Salt  of  Vifers  given  to 
3  fs.  in  the  fame  Vehicle.  A  very  worthy 
Perfon  fent  us  from  Nm-England  fome  Tro¬ 
ches  made  of  the  Flefh  of  a  Rattle-Snake  ^ 
from  which  I  found  more  Suceefs  among^: 
the  Sick,  than  thofe  we  commonly  have 
here,  THE 

V 
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THE  Powder  of  Toads  was  like  wife 

prodigioufly  extolled  by  every  Body  ^  but 
I  found  more  Succefs  in  Sprits  of  Hartfwrn , 
given  from  3  ij.  to  5  i.  in  Plague-water. 

A  Youth  was  feized  with  a  great  Diffi¬ 
culty  of  Breathing,  the  Arteries  hardly 
beat,  and,  in  ihort,  all  Things  feenfd  to 
belpeak  him  in  his  laffc  Moments  ^  I  pre* 
fcribed  him  5  i.  of  the  forementioned  Spi¬ 
rits  in  g  iij.  of  compound  Scordium  Water  y 
.  but  the  Symptoms  continuing  obftinate,  I 
again  repeated  the  fame  in  three  Hours 
Time  with  Addition  of  9  i.  more  ^  and  five 
Bliflers  were  alfo  forthwith  applied,  after 
which  in  about  half  an  Hour,  he  began  to 
move  his  Limbs,  and  recoiled:  himlelf,  as 
if  rifen  from  the  Dead:  but  at  lalf  when 
all  Things  were  hopeful,  there  appeared 
*  a  Difcolourafon  upon  one  of  his  Legs, 
where  a  Blifter  had  been  railed,  with  a 
Lofs  of  Senie  very  near  to  a  Sphacelation  • 
upon  this  the  affe&ed  Part  was  deeply  fcari- 
fied  and  then  fomented,  which,  with  a 
Repetition  of  the  fame  Draught  twice  in 
a  Day,  by  the  Bleffing  of  Heaven,  again 
reftored  every  Thing  into  a  hopeful  Way* 
Fqr  this  Spirit  is  of  fuch  a  fiery  Nature, 

that 
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that  it  immediately  difperles  through  the 
whole  Body  ^  and  on  Account  of  its  great 
Volatility,  helps  to  encounter  with,  and 
correct  the  fa  line,  malignant  Quality  of  the 
PefHlence  :  But  I  need  fay  no  more  than 
that  it  is  the  moft  powerful  Diaphoretic^ 
that  can  he  given  in  any  Difeafe  what- 
jbever.  *  * 

;  1  -  '  ,,  -4r  ; 

’  A  1  ii.  .»  *  *,  •••’  4 

WHENSOEVER  Things  are  brought 
to  Extremity,  fome  have  Recourfe  to 
Mineral  Preparations,  in  Order  to  drive 
out  the  PeEilence  by  mere  Force ;  among# 
which  the  chief  are  Mineral  Bez*oary  Sulphur 
Auratuntj  and  Aurum  Vita^  &c.  the  Prepara¬ 
tions  of  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  chy,- 
mical  Writers. 

.  *  v.  .  bv  >  t  '■  • 

I  am  fearful  indeed  of  being  too  prolix 
in  the  Enumeration  of  Remedies  under 
this  Clafs*  although  I  am  very  fenfible 
that  fome  Simples  prudently  chofen  may 
fmgly  encounter  a  Feftilence  with  Succefs, 
as  well  as  fome  other  Difeafes:  But  be- 
caule  this  Evil  is  ulually  attended  with  lb 
many  Complications,  the  Contrivances  to  . 
oppofe  it  ihould  alfo,  in  the  Opinion  of 
fome,  be  equally  and  proportionably  com* 
plicated  ^  and  all  Forces  drawn  up  in  Battle 

again# 
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againft  it  with  full  Front,  in  Order  to  be 
equal  to  the  Encounter.  To  this  Purpofe 
fome  of  the  Sons  of  Efculapm  have  invented 
manifold  Compofitions ;  and  .ome  of  them 
fo  prolix,  as  if  they  intended  a  Sacrifice 
of  an  Hecatomb  to  appeafe  the  Severity  of 
this  tyrannical  Deftroyer. 

I T  would  be  entirely  foreign  to  our 
Bufmefs  here,  to  extraft  all  the  Medicines 
which  fome  Writers  abound  with  for  this 
End }  and  it  is  our  Bufinefs  here  only  to 
take  Notice  of  thole  which  were  made 
Ufe  of  with  Succefs  in  the  late  Sicknefs  j 
and  in  this  Performance  both  Gratitude  and 
Duty  oblige  me  to  begin  with  fuch  as 
were  ordered  by  the  College,  amongfl  which 
firll  occurs  their  Plague-water* 

Radio,  torment  ilia,  angelica,  ptsonia,  zedoa- 
rid,  ^lycirrhiza,  hclenU  ana  if  f.  foU  Salvia, 
Chelidoni&y  rut  a,  fummitat  :  rorifmarini ,  abfynthii , 
toy  is  foils ,  arte  mi  fa,  pimpinelU,  dracunculi ,  fca- 
biofa,  agrimonU,  meliffe ,  car  did,  betcnica,  cen¬ 
taur  ii  min.  fol.  &  for.  calendula  ana  M  L  {alii 
addimt  for*  pap  averts  err  at:  paralvf .  ana  p.  iij.) 
inci'a,  &  contufa  infundantur  per  triduuifi  in 
lib.  viijb  vin.  alb .  opt .  dein  F.  cant  a  d'.fHUatio  cE 
liquor  ufui  refervetur :  But  here  it  is  by 
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the  Way  to  be  taken  Notice,  that  in  the 
Cure  of  a  Peftilence  the  medicinal  Forms 
are  not  to  be  po'mpoufly  contrived  with  a 
long  Catalogue  of  Ingredients,  but  carefully 
adapted  in  every  Refpe£l  to  the  Circum- 
fiances  and  Exigencies  of  the  Infefted.  It 
is  alfo  to  be  dbferved,  that  this  Water  is 
by  no  Means  indifferently  to  be  given  to 
all  -7  or  to  every  one  in  the  fame  Manner  7 
as  for  Inftance,  not  at  all  to  Women  under 
their  menftrual  Purgations,  leaf!  it  Ihould 
provoke  them  to  flow  tbo  immoderately  7 
nor  is  it  to  be  allowed  to  Women  with 
Child,  for  Fear  of  Mifcarriage. 

J  :  i  . 

MOREOVER  the  College  hath  appro¬ 
priated  other  Medicines  for  the  fame  Ends, 
from  which  we  may  extract  the  following  : 

Pc  Diafcordiij  vet  Aiithridatii  5  j.  vel  % 
fiat  diffolutio  in  lib .  fl.  poffetdU  alter  at  a  cum 
partihm  aq.  vini  albi7  &  aceti  opt .  Aitfce  detur 
hac  potio  ftrvefafta,  agro  firagulis  bene  coopertoc 

Or, 

•  P£  Radic .  Angelica  5  ij.  torment  ilia  §  j.  in- 
fufisy  &  decoplis  in  aq.  font .  q.  f,  ad  tertia  p * 
confumptionem 7  adde  fucci  limonum  f,  iij.  vet 
aceti  §  j  /.  bibat  correptns  §  vij,  vel  viij.  hujtts 
dpoTCfimatis  calefafti :  Or,  Sc»?;0- 
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5^  Sem.  patafitidis  9  j.  fem*  citri  gr .  xxv], 
cuchianelhz  9  fi.  caphura  gr*  xij.  mifce9  fiat  puhis9 
ex  haufiu  aq .  cardui ,  calendula ,  vd  fcordii  fu - 
mendm .  Or, 

Expreffionem  ftercoris  vaccini  recentis  in 
ace  to  acerrimo  infufi  ad  cochl.  vij.  */?/  viijf.  Or, 

VI  Tloeriaca  Androm .  9  ij.  £/^.  cw  vulg* 
§  j?.  dijfolutione  in  haufiu  pojfetaU  cardu- 

dtay  fiat  potioy  bibatur  c  ale  fad  a  expeElmdo  fu - 
dfor#  exundationem . 

W  E  ffiall  hereafter  come  to  take  Notice 
of  thole  Medicines  which  by  the  College  were 
contrived  for  the  Poor,  now  therefore  take 
thofe  which  by  daily  Experience  were  found 
of  moft  Efficacy,  and  deferve  to  fiand  firft 
on  that  Account. 

A  Compound  Anti-pefiileniid  Decoction. 

Radic.  Scorzonera,  petafitidis  ana  ^  v.  m* 
pdlcay  torment  ilia  C.  C,  C.  ana  ^  j„  foL  Scordii? 
■ulmaritty  me  l  iff  a  ana  M  j.  for*  calendula ,  bor~ 
rag,  ana  M  is.  bacc*  juniperi9  hedera  ana  ?  j* 
fem.  citri  5  ij.  coriandri  prap  5, )°  Is.  carle  as  mi- 
mero  iij.  incifa9  &  prap*  in  duabus  p.  aqu*  font . 

& 
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&  tertia  p.  acetl  opt.  infundantury  &  decoquan^ 
tur ,  fub  finern  addenda  glycyr.  tdeolatim  fell <6 
g  j.  in  exprejftonis  lib.  iij.  dijfolve  theriaca  jin - 
drom.  5  iij.  #/Vri  purijfimi  3  iij.  &  adms.  in¬ 
ter  dum  Spir.  Vitriol i,  'zW  Sulph.  guttas  aliquot  ad 
teviufculdm  aciditatem.  Sometimes  alio  we 
add  hereunto  Syrup  of  the  Juice  of  Citron sf 
or  Baum  \  but  when  Matters  are  in  the  ut- 
moll  Hazard,  the  Patient’s  Life  is  more 
to  be  confulted  than  his  Palate  and  all 
Sugars  we  often  omit,  as  they  are  both  a 
Load  upon  the  Median’s  Operation,  and 
in  no  wife  at  for  a  Stomach  affetted  with 
a  Contagion.  The  Dole  of  this  Deco&ion 
is  from  8  to  io  Spoonfuls  every  4  Hours. 

e  *  ;  '  *  v  ’  j 

c  fi 

An  Ale  literal  Water. 

-  -**  'f  '  ***.;■.  V  V  „  „  1 

5^  Fadic .  Contrayerva  §  j.  fcorz.onera  hijpan. 
angelica  ana  3  j.  fi.  fol.  Scordii  galega  ana  M iij. 
fl.  rof  rubr .  calendula  ana  p.  iij.  raf.  C.  C.  eboris 
ana  g  j.  bacc.  juniper i$  hedera  ana  J  ij*  in  aceto 
Jambucino  per  triduum  macerat :  diltamni  creticiy 
cortic .  limonum  ana  §  j.  fucc .  melijfe ,  carduiy 
angelica  ana  lib .  /.  //&.  ij.  difiilla  in 

organis  humilioribus  pofi.  deb .  infufwnem.  Or, 

S^rr.  Sc  or  dii  y  aceto  fa  ana  lib .  j.  calcga  lib • 
is.  fucco  limonum ,  aceti  opt *  lib .  j.  theriac . 

An  dr  cm* 
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Androm.  §  digere  &  diftilU  Dof  ad  cochin 
tj.  vet  viij.  / 


Or, 


Aqua  Alcxitcria  lib .  ij.  theridc •  Androm, 
§  iij.  EleU.  de  ovo  §  j.  digere ,  filtra ,  O'*  «/«* 
feryoj  Dof.  ad  cochl.  vj.  vcl  viij.  phialam  a- 
git  an  do, 

.  Or, 

*  .4* 

Summit  dbjynthijy  rut  a  ana  M  j.  Scordii , 
dracunculi  ana  M  iij.  aceti  fambuc .  lib.  iij; 
diftilla  in  veficdy  turn  in  liquor  e  diffolve  falls 
fraxiniy  carduiiy  vel  Scordii  Vitriol  at .  5  iij.  X)tf/I 
^  cochl.  iv.  0*/  V.  efjitacitgr  elicit  ftdorcm 
hac  Aqua, 

^  Treacle  Water % 

5^  Radic .  Afari  Virgin.  §  Is.  contrayerva  §  jo 
tormentilUy  f cordon,  petafitidis  ana  §  j.  p.  fcm . 
carduiy  calenduUy  angelic  a  7  citri  ana  5  iij.  tf&z- 

i 

prop,  ajfunde  fpir .  opt.  ana  lib.  fs. 

dijfohe  theriac.  Ven.  lib.  fs.  cr<?ci 

3  ij.  mZ/cc  indantur  organic  vitrei sy  &  pofi  otlidw * 
mam  fuper  cineres  digeftioncm7  difii/la7  in  roftro 
Alembici  fufpendendo  caphura  $  iij.  #4? 

bochL  v;  w/  vj. 

K 
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Diaphoretick  Oil. 


^  5^//i  Abfynthii,  vd  Scordii ,  five  Rut  a  ^  ij. 
flor.  Sulphur  is  ter *  quaterve  fublimat.  3  j.  ol.  Ju¬ 
niper  t*  lib*  j.  invicem  mlfc. ,  per  bidmim .  calore 
medtocri  .  'bene  occlvfa  rdinque,  dein  per  Ret  art  am 
' diftilla,  etiam  altera  vice  diftilla,  digerendo  per 
biduum,  addendo  falls  abfyntbij  j.  JDofi  ad 
cochL  unum,  vd  duo,  ex  aq.  angelica ,  vel  fcordii, 
jaccharatd,  ad  old  Vw  a.  e.  Commixtionem. 


An  Aiexipharmick  Vinegar. 

1%  Radio.  Scornon.  Hflvan .  Chclidonia  mau  ana 
5  ij.  contrayerva  3  i.  angelica,  torment UU  ana 
3  i.  pi  foL  [cor dii,  ■  melijfe,  fcabiofc  ana  M  ij. 
fummit .  Rut  a  p .  ij.  diUamni  cret .  M  Is.  flor.  fam > 
buci)  calendula  ana  p.  iij.  gr.  Jump,  f  ij.  rafi  C.  C. 
ebons  ana  3  j.  fern.  rut  a,  cardui,  cirri  ana  3  ij* 
portulaca  3  V . .  cinam »  opt.  3  is.  caryophyll.  3  iij, 
Th  critic.  Androm.  lib.  is.  quibus  fl  a.  prat,  af- 
funde  Aceti  ex  vin.  albe  acerrimi  lib.  v.  vitro  out* 
euturato  digere  per  triduum,  bis,  terve  de  die  con - 
quaff  undo,  turn  caute  diftilla,  fufpehfts  camphor  a,  & 

croci  ana  3  ij.  in  rojtro  Ale  mV.  I)  of  ad  cochU 
v*'  vel  vj. 


B  U  T 
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BUT  lufficiently  of  thefe  from  whence 
it  is  eaiie  for  any  one  to  gather,  why  liquid 
Medicines,  and  elpecially  when  warmed, 
are  preferrable  to  others  in  the  Form  of 
Boles  or  Elettuaries  ^  that  is,  becaule  of  their 
more  expeditious* and  more  effectual  Ope¬ 
rations. 

.  .  \  y  .'if  V  ,  v  \  ^  -  .  k.;  \  ""  r 

BUT  becaufe  many  of  the  Infetted  have 

- 

a  Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  an  Inclination 
to  vomit,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  an  Over- 

*  •  V.  v  s;  -J 

load  of  Rating  and  Drinking  occalions,  Me¬ 
dicines  in  folid  Forms  fuit  belt  with  liich, 
as  they  are  nc*t  fo  eafily  thrown  up,  and 
adhere  better  to  the  Sides  of  the  Stomach : 
Of  this  Kind  we  have  the  following  Com- 
polition,  which  at  taking  may  be  made 
into  Boles  of  5  ij.  each  adding  thereunto 
Salt  of  Cardum,  or  Wormwood  3  j.  or  more  or 
lefs  according  to  the  Exigency  of  Sym¬ 
ptoms. 

'  *  .  f  •  •;  T  -  '  \  *;  ■»  '•  i 

-  .  .  > 

Eletl\  dc  ovo  miner dlis  %  j.  theriac .  Andrcm . 
g  f.  fulu :  f r pent  aria  virgin*  3  v.  buchianelU  5  iij. 
trod  pulveri m*  3  /•  cum  Syr *  i  fucco  meliffophyli 
%el  citrij  coagmentetur  majfa . 
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<-  :  j  1 1'.  \  •  • .  ’  j  r’  t  ..  .  ... 

Ctow  vulgar  Iter  ut  in  Pharmacopeia  Lon- 
dihenli  prap.  de  quo  fumey  &  fern.  fmapiosy 
vel  eruca  ana  %  U  Antidoti  Saxome<z  g  jf .  /*- 

fidis  prune IU  3  V.  Antimonii  diaphoret.  fixi[fimiy 
&  croci  metallorum  Jimul  uftorum  3  iij-  pula 
fcordiiy  rut <ty  zjdoarU  ana  3  ij.  jf.  Theriaca  vcn. 
veteris  j  iv.  Philo  nil  Turner  i  9  vij.  /r.  ij.  7#iyc* 
ffiir.  Theriac.  3  iij.  <#•  wzrtfe  ^z^- 
/.  Fiat  ElcB  motley  Dof.  ad  9  iv.  i)el 
3  ij.  correhorand .  adjicicndo  corday  &  jecinora 
vji  viper  drum  v.  a.  e.  praf.  But  it  is  to  be 

£  ,-v  r  ,  ,  ♦ 

obferved  in  this  liliewife,  as  in  other  An¬ 
tidotes,  that  a  long  Fermentation  of  the 
Ingredients  together  in  a  Mafs  is  very  ne- 
cerfary,  becaufe  by  that  Means  they  more 
intimately  mix  with  one  another. 

B  U  T  if  the  Body  be  too  open,  the 
Lapis  Contrayerva  is  very  fuitable,  and  ’tis 
thus  made  : 

/ 

v-  Tritlv.  radzc.  eontrttyefvet  ret.  j  j.  ferpen- 
tark  virgin.  3  ij.  /.  extrall.  radio.  Angelica, 
tormenriU*  ma  3  ij.  ; ulv.  C.  C.  philoj'ofhic'e  calcln. 

ehclarum 
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zhelarum  Carter  or  um  prap.  pulv.  Corall.  rubr.  am 
3  )•  fi.  Antimonii  Diaphcret.  vel  potius  Diaphor . 

5  iij.  cttchianella  3  ft.  croci  9  j.  (ailqiti 
addunt  lap  id.  bezoar.  orien .  9  ij.)  amir  a  gryfc 
m  cum  gelatind  jpoliorum  fcrpentumy  vel  C  C. 
fingantur  globuli  f.  a.  exiccandi9  Dof.  ad  3  ij. 
vel  3  j*  £  vehiculo  idaneo7  &C. 

FOR  the  fame  Purpofe  alfo  is  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Orvietan  thus  compounded,  and  given 
3  ij.  at  a  Dofef 

-*  -•?*  ..  v,  .v  *"  *  r* 

^  Car  dui  i  erred,  tot  ins  cup  at  or  ii  mad  cr  min. 
ana  §  fc  fcordiiy  arifcolochU  utriufque  ana  3  v. 
viferina9  b.  e.  echiiy  gentian  <zy  bacc .  Junto.  hi~ 
ft  or  t  a  ana  g  j.  tacc.  lauriy  torment  ilia ,  dlBamni 
dlbi  ana  5  j?.  carlina ,  angelica  ana  £  ).  ft.  r  hob  ark. 
imperatoriay  fcorz.cn.  hifflan.  valerian*  ana  §  jj. 

i  m  or  fits  diaboli ,  calami  aremat.  ana  §  iv.  *Iheriac. 
Andronu  opt.  §  iij.  corday  &  jecinora  12 

t  rarumy  tcrantur  terenda  fubtilijjime ,  (2*  c&tw  /i 
js.  q.  mcllis  dejpumati  fiat  Elcfc.  per  tres  menfcs  fierce 
is;  mentand - 

ii  *  •*  .  >. 

I  T  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  and 
ii  the  like  Medicines,  whether  Galenical  or 
ij  Spafyrical ,  which  cannot  be  prepared  as  Ibou 
||  a-s  AJparagm  can  be  boiled,  ought  to  be  aT 
M  ways  in  Readinefs, 

!j  n  3  TSf 

► 

II  EflMu-,'.'’' 
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**'<  %  '  '•  -  •  . 

T  H  E  general  Remedies  being  thus  pro¬ 
vided,  the  exact  Way  of  Living  and  Diet 

comes  to  be  coniidered :  And  fir  ft  of  $11 

. 

whenfoever  the  Patient  is  taken,  he  mu  ft 
immediately  be  put  to  Bed  -  wherein  we 
.have  found  it  much  more  ferviceable  to  be 
covered  with  Blankets,  than  Linen  Sheets, 
becaufe  the  Woollen  much  better  encou¬ 
rages  Sweating,  and  alfo  abforps  it,  and 
keeps  the  Body  cleaner  all  the  while ;  for 
Linen  being  not  fuited  to  drink  up  the 
Sweat,  the  Pores  of  the  Body,  at  fuch  Times 
as  open  as  poffible,  will  be  choaked  up  and 
obftrufted  by  the  Moifture  hanging  upon 
the  Skin,  and  giving  alfb  a  Chillinefs  to 

the  Flefh:  To  all  therefore  who  fweat 

■ 

thus,  Change  of  Cl  oaths  is  to  be  denied, 
for  the  Patient  takes  Harm  by  clean 
Coverings,  not  fo  much  from  any  pre¬ 
judicial  Quality  of  the  Soap  abounding  in 
them,  (according  to  the  Opinion  of  JDieme- 
brooeck )  as  from  a  Dampnefs  which  is  inT 
leparable  from  them,  and  the  Approach  of 
Air  which  is  unavoidable  in  the  Shifting  • 
both  which  ydil  check  the  Sweating. 


UNLESS  the  Patient  hath  Occafion 


for  a  Vomit,  or  Purge, 


or  a  Clyfter,  imme- 
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diately  upon  his  going  to  Bed,  jilexifhar* 
mlch  ought  to  be  given,  and  if  thrown 
up  by  Vomiting,  repeated  until  the  Stomach 
is  ftrengthned,  and  can  retain  them 7  and  1 
have  always  obferved,  that  fuch  Naufeoufl 
uefs  goes  .off  as  Icon  as  Sweat  breaks  out. 

SOME  indeed  of  a  very  dry  Tempera¬ 
ment,  or  from  a  Coniumption  of  their  Hu_r 
midities  by  the  febrile  Heat,  do  not  eafliy 
get  into  a  Sweat  *  fuch  therefore  I  ordeiv 
ed  liberally  to  drink  of  a  medicated  Pellet- 
Drink  in  order  by  this  Means  both  to 
render  the  vifeid  Humours  more  fluid,  and 
contemper  and  aiTwage  the  feverifh  Heat. 

THE  Milk  with  which  this  Poffet- 
Drink  was  made,  was  turned  with  two 
Parts  of  Ale,  and  one  Part  of  Vinegar,  in 
which  had  been  boiled  the  Roots  of  $cor- 
zonera  and  Butter-bur  7  the  Leaves  of  Baum7 
Scabiusy  and  Wood-forrei ,  the  Flowers  of  Bo¬ 
rage  and  Afarygolds  7  the  Rafpings  of  Ivory 
■and  Hartjhorn ,  and  Car  dim  and  Coriander 
Seeds. 

THE  S  E  Sweats  we  ufed  to  keep  up 
for  two  or  three  Hours  at  a  Time,  as  the 
Strength  would  bear  them  j  and  until  the 


i  8  4  Concerning  the  Cure 
morbTck  Venom  was  rarified  and  fubtilized, 
fo  as  to  be  exhaled  quite  away  along 
with  the  vifcid  Humours :  Sleep  alfo  wa$ 
induftriouily  kept  off,  although  fometimes, 
through  meer  Wearinefs,  the  Patient  would 
drop  into  a  Doze. 

AS  much  Care,  befides  that  of  Sweating 

* 

them,  was  taken  to  fupport  the  Strength 
and  Spirits  of  the  Infe&ed,  by  fuch  Ali¬ 
ments  as  the  Stomach  was  able  to  receive ; 
for  which  End  I  ordered  them  Bread  foak- 
ed  in  Wine,  poached  Eggs  with  Juice  of 
Citrons ,  PomeoranateSy  or  Elder  Vinegar ,  as 
alfo  cordial  Waters,  Broths,  Gellies,  and 
fometimes  alfo  generous  W  ines. 

sr  *  f  .■  *  -a 

THE  Broths  then  ufed  were  made  by 
boding  in  Chicken-Broth  the  Roots  of  Scorr 
scenera  \  the  Leaves  of  Timpncl ,  Meadovofweet, 
Wood-Sorrel ,  Bor  age ,  Rafpings  of  Hartjhorny 
and  DaBylsy  with  a  Piece  of  White  Bread, 
and  a  iittle  Saffron  tied  in  a  Nodule  *  and 
the  Fat  was  ziqt  taken  off  unlefs  in  a 

i  v  ’ 

Loofiiefs  or  Loathing  at  Stomach  :  Of  the 
Ufefulnefs  of  Gold  boiled  in  thefe  Things 
I  have  nothing  to  fay:  Of  this  Broth  was 
alfo  fometimes  Emulfions  made  with  the 
Seeds  of  Citrons y  Plantain ,  blanched  Almonds^ 
and  Pearl-Sugar.  Mayerneh 
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Mayerne’i  celebrated  GordUl-ivater* 

Fadic.  car  Una  §  vj,  z.edoari*y  fcorz.cn  era  y 
imperatoriay  gentian#}  vincctox.  valerian#}  tor~ 
mentilUy  bificrt*}  pet  aft  id.  ditbamniy  bar  dan*}  pint - 
pinella  totim  ana  5  iv.  fol.  car  duly  oxytrlphyll. 
Jcordiiy  ana  Ad  V.  ulmarUy  fcabiofiy  morfvts  dia - 
bolt y  me l ijfy  pentapbyll.  mentb*,  rut buglojfa 9 
for.  calendula,}  hyper  id  ana  Ad  iv.  limonesy  0r 
Aurant.  cum  corticibm  ana  numero  xx.  for.  fal - 
via*  rorifm *  ana  Ad  ij.  cor  da  verveciva  numero 
vj.  cor  da  viper,  numero  XX.  vim  generof  Rifpan. 
lib.  xx.  inf uf one  deb .  per  add  y  fiat  Difiillatio 
cauta  in  B.  Ad.  hujm  Aq.  Dof.  ad  cochl.  iv.  vel 
V.  dulcor.  (fi  it  a  vifum )  cum  facchari  perl.  q.  f. 

BUT  the  Patients  were  kept  from  Ali¬ 
ments  of  this  Kind  until  fbme  Relief  was 
found  by  Alexipharmlcks  *  and  then  only  fo 
*  much  was  allowed  of  as  their  Strength  would 
admit  o.f,  fp,r  that  was  to  be  helped,  and 
not  loaded  \  but  as  they  grew  better,  more 
was  allowed :  Yet  an  Hour  or  two  after 
fuch  Refrefhmept,  notwithffanding  the  Di- 
ftemper  feemed  to  be  extinguifned,  AlexU 
pharmich  were  repeated,  until  all  Sufpidon 
of  its  Remainder  was  removed  ;  bccaufe 

fomec 

*  — 
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fometimes  it  would  on  a  fudden  recruit 
after  it  had  feemed  to  be  quite  gone, 

T  H  E  Infeded  were  kept  clofe  in  their 
Beds  the  whole  Time  of  the  Difeafe  y 
and  thole  who  wou’d  not  be  thus  governed, 
bitterly  repented  of  their  Obhinacy  ^  for 
upon  Checking  a  Diaphorefis ,  and  Confining 
the  pefiilential  Venom,  moil  grievous  Pains 

and  Dilorders  enliied  :  And  they  who  were 

*--*»! 

delirious,  were  tied  in  their  Beds,  to  prevent 
their  doing  eirther  Injury  to  themfelves,  or 
thole  who  attended  upon  them. 

I F  a  'Browfmefs  came  on  at  the  firft 
Attack  of  the  Dihemper,  or  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  to  Sweat,  the  Patient  was  forcibly 
kept  awake  $  although,  when  fome  Appear¬ 
ance  came  of  Recovery,  a  little  Sleep  was 
Indulged  to  recruit  the  Spirits,  but  not 
beyond  four  Hours  together  •  for  if  they 
flept  longer,  they  were  waked  to  take  their 
Medicines. 

IF  the  Belly  was  coflive,  and  the  Di- 
ftempcr  on  its  Decjenfion,  Clyfters  were  ufed 
with  Benefit  •  made  of  a  DecoTion  with  the 
Hoots  of  Scor'zJ>ncra,  Tofmenti l ,  and  Afdrfh-Afal- 
lows  y  the  Leaves  ci  AfcddoTP-fivectj 
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and  Valets  -7  Flowers  of  Chamomil  and  Elder } 
fweet  Fennil-Seeds ,  and  Anni feeds  |  and  in  it  was 
diffolved  the  Yolk  of  an  Egg,  brown  Sugar, 
and  3  iij.  of  Dlafcordium  or  London  Treacle  , 
and  when  more  Hafte  was  required  for 
Evacuation,  g  j.  or  5  j*  Is.  was  added  of  the 
Infufion  of  Crocus  Met  alloy  um.  After  the 
Clyfler  came  away,  the  Patient  was  allowed 
a  Draught  of  generous  Wine,  or  pf  feme 
Cordial  julap,  or  Broth,  &c. 

AND  whereas  a  Languor  upon  the  Spi¬ 
rits  very  much  contributed.  ( as  before  ob- 
lerved )  both  to  the  Propagation  and  Vio¬ 
lence  of  the  Contagion  ^  to.  remove  fuch  an 
Inconvenience,  grateful  Scents  were  made 
ufe  of,  fuch  as  are  known  to  comfort  the 
Brain  -n  fometimes  Vinegar  of  Eojes  was  fprin- 
kled  upon  live  Coals,  and  at  others,  were 
burnt  Rich  things  as  Sty  rax,  Labdanum , 
of  which  more  hereafter,  and  all  things 
avoided  which  might  give  any  Offence  to 
the  Nofe  by  its  Smell. 

HITHERTO  we  have  treated  of  An¬ 
tidotes,  and  the  Regimen  of  our  Patients  \ 
next  we  come  to  external  Helps,  amongft 
which  BUfters  demand  the  find  mention 
and  whole  frequent  and  fuccefsful  .Appli¬ 
cation 


Concerning  the  Cure 
cation  removes  all  Controverfie  about  thek 
plefulnefs. 

B  L  I  ST E  R-PUfters  were  applied  to  fe¬ 
deral  Parts  *,  as  ,the  Nape  of  the  Neck, 
within-fide  the  Arms,  the  Thighs,  and  Legs  * 
and  by  thefe  the  Vefleis  were  warmed,  the 
Juices  rendered  more  fluid,  a  Stimulus  giyen 
to  the  Sluggifhnefs  of  Nature,  and  Paffage 
made  fufliciently  large,  for  the  Evacuation 
not  only  of  fuperfluous  Seroflties  and  noxi¬ 
ous  Humours,  but  alfo  for  the  peftilential 
Poifon,  which  by  this  Artifice  feemed  to 
be  turned  out  this  Way  ;  not  to  fay  any 
1  hing  of  the  Revulfion  made  hereby  of 
Venom  from  the  nobler  Parts* 

FOR  this  Purpofe,  !  once  ordered  a 
B lift cr-Pl after  to  be  applied  within-fide  the 
Thigh,  a  little  below  a  Buboe  in  the  Groin, 
but  by  the  Carelcfnefs  of  the  Nurfe,  it  was 
kid  upon  the  Buboe  it  felt -  which  happen*- 

V* 

iug  to  prove  fortunate,  after  obtained  in 
PraRice,  in  Expectation  thereby  to  prevent 
the  inorbihck  Humour  from  going  back  again, 
a;id  to  forward  its  Suppuration  *,  but  aitho5 
this  was  oi  Advantage  in  fome  Cafes,  it  was 
yet  much  iuipt Red  by  the  more  cautious  Phy- 
Lcians  and  Surgeons,  as  for  the  moil:  Part  it 

brought 
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brought  too  great  an  Inflammation  all  round 
it,  and  promoted  Ja  Strangury,  which,  by 
Excefs  of  Uneafinefs,  greatly  wafted  tht 
Spirits,  and  funk  the:  Patient’s  Strengths 


T  H  AT  thefe  Applications  may  cer¬ 
tainly  anfwer  their  End,  the  moft  fharp 
ought  to  be  ufed:  The  following  Compo- 
fttion  never  failed  me  in  all  my  Pradice  \ 
but  before  its  Application,  the  Part  was 
always  rubbed  with  Vinegar. 

Ticis  navalis  g  v.  galbani  colat.  g  J*.  cem 
§  j.  fs.  quibus  Jimul  liquatis ,  0 r  ah  igne  femotis j 
Adds  fulv.  cantharidum  pr^p.  Z  vij.  vel  §  j.  fer~ 
ntenti  veter  is,  fern,  ameos  ana  Z  iij.  eufhorbii  5  j* 
turn  acsti  fcillit .  q.f  incorf  or  entur,  ajjidue  agitan - 
do,  quoufque  cogantur  in  Emflaftri  majfam. 

THE  Parts  thus  veficated  were  never 
fiiffered  to  heal,  till  the  Malignity  of  the 
Difeafe  was  fpent  and  to  prevent  their 
liiddain  drying  up,  they  were  continually 
ftimulated  by  Melilot  Plafters  fprinkled  over 
with  fome  Powder  of  Cantharides  •  which 
kept  up  a  conftant  Drein  of  noxious  Hu¬ 
mours  ;  but  to  alTwage  the  great  Heat  and 
Inflammations,  fometimes  occafioned  hereby, 
..  Cole -wort  Leaves  were  applied  to  them* 

YET 
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YET  although  Epijfafilch  did  fo  much 
Service  to  the  infe&ed,  and  fufficiently  made 
amends  for  the  Trouble  and  Pain  they  gave ; 
yet  they  were  not  indifferently  fui  able  to 
all  Perfons  ,  As  for  Inffauce,  where  there 
was  an  Heat  of  Ur  in,  or  a  continual  Incli¬ 
nation  to  pifs,  where  the  Sphincter  of  the 
Bladder  was  inflamed,  or  ulcerated,  in  an 
Hemorrhage,  or  to  Women  with  Child,  or 
having  the  Menfes  *  and  iaifly,  where  there 
was  a  great  Languor  upon  the  Spirits  *,  it  is 
alfo  diligently  to  be  confidered  when  Epifpa- 
fncks  are  applied  to  Buboes  or  Carbuncles 
near  upon  Suppuration,  that  they  do  not 
fufe the  Humours  too  much,  to  admit,  them 
going  into  a  laudible  Pus,  and  give  fuch  a 
Stimulus  to  the  Parts,  as  may  fink  the  Spirits, 
and  fruflrate  other  Endeavours  of  Nature 
to  help  her  feif. 


BESIDES  Epifpaitichs,  it  is  not  loE  La¬ 
bour  to  apply  proper  Things  to  the  Feet  • 

I  commonly  uled  a  Plafter  made  of  the  com¬ 
pound  Lett  any  Plaffer,  adding  to  it  fom£  Eu- 
phorbium ,  Saffron,  and  London  'Treacle  :  And  I 
found  this  to  do  more  Good  than  Cdtaplafms y 
which  lome,  however,  liked  better  to  ufe,< 
and  were  made  of ,  Bryony  Root  feeped  in 

V  megary 
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Vinegar,  the  Flelh  of  pickled  Herrings ,  black 
Soap7  Eue7  Scordium7  and  Arumy  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  Quantity  of  Vinegar:  Sometimes  alio 
Pidgeons  were  applied  to  the  Feet. 

BUT  thefe,  and  other  Medicines  of  the 
fame  Rank,  were  not  applied  in  any  Expe¬ 
ctation  to  draw  away  by  them  the  peftilen- 
tial  Miafmata  as  by  Attraction  *,  but  becaule 
the  Multitude  of  Pores,  and  their  Large- 
nefs  in  the  Soles  of  the  Feet,  gave  fucli 
Things  an  Opportunity  of  lending  in  that 
warmth,  as  would  keep  the  Animal  Hu¬ 
mours  more  fluxile,  and  cherilh  the  natural 
Heat  that  was  alrnolt  extinCt  and  from 
thence  the  whole  Body  would  be  refreilied 
by  their  Influence  :  Applications  were  like- 
wile  made  to  the  Wrift  with  the  fame  View. 

A  N  D  thus  haying  gone  through  the  cu¬ 
rative  Part  of  a  Peftilence  in  general,  we  now 
come  to  the  Management  of  particular  Sym¬ 
ptoms  and  firff  of  all  of  the  Buboes. 

*  •»  jt  «•  —  , 

I  T  highly  concerns  all  who  are  concern¬ 
ed  for  the  Sick  in  thefe  Cafes,  both  Phv- 
flcians  and  Surgeons,  to  attend  with  Dili¬ 
gence  to  the  Nature  of  thefe  Tumours,  and 
have  their  feveral  Differences  ready  in  their 
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Minds,  that  at  thfeir  firft  Sight  they  tnay 
know  their  Condition,  and  u(e  Means  of 
Wearing  them  accordingly.  And  firft  of  all 
it  is  to  Be  enquired,  whether  they  arh 
moveable  or  iixt?  whether  foft  or  hard? 
w  he  their  depreffed  or  prominent  ?  whether 
Imall  or  great  ?  whether  contra£ted  or 
broad  ?  whether  with,  or  without  Pain  ?  and 
laftiy,  whether  inflamed  or  not  ? 

jr  -  ;  f  ;  * 

Whensoever  a  Buboe  is  uncer¬ 
tain  and  dodges,  fometimes  appearing  and 
then  again  going  back,  all  Means  is  to  be 
u fed  to  fix  it*  and  this  is  very  liiccefsfully 
done  by  cupping  upon  the  Glands,  which 
will  fix  a  permanent  Tumour  upon  them. 

T  O  Buboes  juft  in  their  firft  Formation, 
we  have  indeed  applied  Difcutlents ,  and  very 
powerful  ones  too,  in  Order  to  difhpate 
them  ^  and  although  they  haye  feveral 
Times  endeavoured  to  fettle,  yet  we  have 
not  defpaired  to  conquer  the  Enemy  this 
Way  :  But  we  always  found  it  for  certain, 
that  they  who  went  through  fuch  Fluxes 
and  Refluxes  of  the  peftilential  Venom, 
never  recovered  in  fuch  a  perfect  Manner, 
as  they  whole  Buboes  immediately  fixed,- 
and  after  Suppuration  threw  out  a  great 
deal  of  Matters  I  F 
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I F  the  Tufnotit  is  hard  and  painful 
from  too  great  a  Tenlion  upon  the  glan^ 
dulous  Parts,  not  giving  Room  enough  to 
receive  the  protruding  Humours;  the  Part 
affected  may  be  anointed  with  Oil  of  Lilies , 
Mofes-y  Elder ,  &c.  if  no  Inflammation  forbids 
fuch  a  Method  •,  iii  which  Circumftance  all 
Oils  and  Ointments  are  to  be  fufpefted,  as 
they  obftrufl  the  Pores,  and  are  no  Ways 
fuitable  to  the  Nature  of  the  nitro-faline 
peftilential  Venom.  When  an  Inflammation 
therefore  is  upon  any  Part*  which  is  eafle 
to  be  known  by  its  Heat  and  Colour,  it 
is  better  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Mucelages  of 
Lin  feed  and  Fenugreek,  with  Elder  Vinegar ,  and 
London  'Treacle  ;  or  a  Ctittiflafm  of  Wheat-Flower* 
Fenugreek  and  Linfeed ,  Elder  Flowers ,  white 
Bread  Crumbs,  the  Yolk  of  Eggs ,  and  Eoivder  of 
Saffron. 

THE  London  Phyflcians  at  this  Time 
fpared  no  Trouble  nor  Application,  to  ma^ 
nage  the  Buboes  rightly  ;  lbme  of  the  Cata^ 
plafms  therefore  by  them  daily  ufed  I  fhall 
here  infert. 

VZ  Coe f  am  majufculam ,  cjuam  v.  a.  e.  cxiava~ 
iam  imvle  fummit.  rut  a  deb.  exiccat.  (gr  putveriz > 

€)  3  ih 
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3  ij*  indantur  etiam  theriac,  Lond.  9  iv.  foramen 
operculo  fuo  obturefur y  ccepa  deinde  chartd  bibuld 
involuta  Pub  cineribus  ajfetury  cut  adde  ficum 
methodo  eddem  affiatamy  cum  cl,  liniy  lillorum 
-  alb,  ana  q.  f,  fimul  macerentury  &  eonfciatur 
cataplalma,  apflkandum  calide y  bis  de  die  im - 
mutandum :  This  is  alfo  good  againft  th& 
Bites  of  venomous  Creatures. 

*  *  y:  v  t  f  * 

* .  ■  .  i  -  .  »  f  -  • 
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r  ...  .  Or, 

An  ftCCt-  <  ■  4'  <  '*  1  v;'-  »  '  :  .  ?  .  ‘'H 

^  i  —  .  *  '  '*  -  -»'  ’ 

Fol .  rutay  fcordii  contuf,  ana  Hi  f,  medulla 
Cam  is  ficuum  5  ij.  fior.  mellloti  p.  f,  falls  marini 
pulveriz.  5  ii  •  ferment  i  voter  is  §  f.  cum  f,  q.  aceti5 
faretur  Gataplafma. 

b:  :  ' 

Or, 

52  Rad,  liliorumy  alth<eay  cum  aceto  macerat  r 
ana  hb .  jj.  yi?7z.  hW,  fanugraci  ana  §  fi.<  carnis 
ficuum  5  iij.  confeEbionis  finapi y  cum  theriac,  ana 
J  f.  'axungia  fuilU  q,  f  F.  cataplafma.  Or5  ac¬ 
cording  to  May  erne y  from  whom  I  learned 
the  Rudiments  of  Praftice. 

Succ.  ag  it  5  ij.  me  Ufa  5  j.  pimpinelLz  3j.fi, 
capos  majores  Numero  duasy  ad  intenerationemy 
five  putrilaginem  fub  cine-r  ib  us  couth  ojfatas3  al;io~ 
rum  bulb  os  JSiumero  vj.  claves  jnglandium  maj • 

vetufi* 
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vetuft.  JSJumero  iv.  tritis  alii  bulbisy  &  cl  avis  ^ 
ajfunde  ] uccos ,  turn  adde  Capas  y  in  mortario  mar- 
more  o  cum  aceti  fcillit.  q.  f  agitentur ,  &  cogantnr 
in  Cataplafmatis  conffientiam . 

•  •  -  ■  *  'i,  X 

BUT  the  Hardnefs,  pricking  Pain,  and 
intenfe  Heat  df  the  Tumour*  continuing^ 
Medicines  were  ufed  to  diifolve  fuchHard- 
nefs,  and  aiTwage  the  Pain  and  Heat :  As, 

Rad .  liliorum  alb .  §  ij.  Vorrorumy  medulla 
carats  ficmm  ana  ^  j.  fern*  I  ini  3  fs  .for,  Sambucf 
mcliloti  ana  p,f.  micarum  pants  alb .  lib.  Is.  ccq* 
in  f  q.  Ia5hsy  addenda  fub  finem  ol.  rof  liliorum 
alb*  vel  fambuc  ana  q •  f.  ut  F.  Cataplafma, 

J  .  *  Or, 

¥£  FoL  Scabiofky  aceto/k  ana  M  ij.  chart  a  bi- 
J'biila  involut .  &  drier ibus  feint  illantibus  fubdito „ 
rumy  quibus  adde  ferment i  veter is  *5  ij.  fihs  tan - 
t  ilium  j  agitentur  probe  in  mortario  cum  f.  q.  axun - 
gU  fuilfoy  ad  ufum  pramemoratunt .  But  that  1 

may  not  be  too  tedious  in  reciting  parti¬ 
cular  Forms  of  this  Kind,  any  neceifary  Va¬ 
riations  are  left  to  the  Difcretion  of  every 
Phvfician  in  his  own  Practice. 

a 
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W  E  do  not  wait  for  the  Suppuration  of 

a  Buboe  until  it  breaks  of  it  lelf,  when 

4 

the  Pain  and  other  Symptoms  continue  very 
fevere  without  Remiftxon  *  befides,  there 
would  in  doing  fo  be  Danger  of  wafting 
the  Spirits  too  much,  and  letting  the  mor- 
bifick  Matter  retreat,  befides  the  Smalnefs 
of  the  Orifice,  which  when  they  open  them- 
felves,  is  feldom  large  enough  to  give  due 
Vent  we  therefore  open  them  by  Incifion, 
or  to  prevent  Mortification,  by  a  potential 
Cautery  ^  and  for  the  fame  Purpofe  it  hath 
alio  been  many  Times  found  reafonable  to 
mix  the  milder  Gaufticks  with  Digeftives-. 

YET  although  common  Experience  at-* 

$ 

tefts  to  the  Advantage  of  Cataplafms,  as 
they  wonderfully  cheriih  the  languid  and 
almoft  extinguified  natural  Heat,  fupple 
the  neighbouring  Parts,  relax  the  Skin,  and 
contempcr  and  affwage  lharp  Humours ; 
yet,  I  fay,  becaufe  their  frequent  Repeti¬ 
tion  is  fometimes  on  many  Accounts  in¬ 
convenient  and  difagreeable,  I  ufed  to  fub- 
ftitute  the  following  Cerate  in  their  Room* 

Jv  Emp.  Oxycrccei  J  \i).  galbani  col  at  gum.  cu - 
fauna  ana  g  j.  Pic  is  n&vahs  ^  ij.  e  liquatis  Jimul 


cum 
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cum  ol.  chamemeli,  &  liliorum ,  v.  a.  e,  F.  mafja 
fro  empL  And  I  am  bold  enough  to  affirm, 
that  with  this  I  have  prevented  the  Want 
of  a  Surgeon  in  more  than  a  thonfand  In- 
fiances^.  But  when  a  Buboe  is  artificially 
opened,  it  is  the  molt  proper  to  do  it  in 
fome  depending  Part  of  the  Tumour^  tak¬ 
ing  Care  not  to  wound  the  larger  Felfels 
and  Mufcles. 

BUT  whether  a  Buboe  breaks  of  it 
felf,  or  is  -opened  by  Incifion,  it  is  to  be 
walked  and  cleanfed  with  a  Lixivium  of 
a4fhes,  Scordium ,  Betony ,  Bugle f,  Sanicle ,  &c, 
in  which  ai  lb  is  dilfolved  fome  London 
Treacle :  And  the  following  Mixture  1  have 
found  very  good  for  this  Purpole,  confix¬ 
ing  of  Birthwort  Boot ,  Myrrh,  j4loes,  and 
Saffron,  infufed  in  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  to  the 
firained  TinCture,  adding  a  little  Oil  of  Tur¬ 
pentine.  Furthermore,  to  promote  Digeflion, 
and  prevent  Putrefaction,  %h&  following  may 
be  applied: 

1  i 

Metlis  rof.  J  L  terebinth ,  cum  vitello  ovi  fo- 
htt.  fs.  theriac.  Load.  3  iij.  farina  tritici  x  ij . 

•i 

fs.  cum  ol. ' hyper  ict  &  fambuc.  ana  f.  foq*  in 
Cdtaplafmatis  confident  lain . 


[ 
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Or, 

bafilic .  p.  liniment  i  Arc  At  p, 

Uertiam,  ol.  terebinth .  5  is.  J\d,  S.  But  here  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  Detergents  are  by 
no  Means  to  be  ufed,  unlefs  the  Ulcer  is 
foul  •  as  alfo  that  to  appeafe  the  Enormity 
of  Pain  and  Inflammation,  by  Opiates  and 
Repellers,  is  a  moft  pernicious  Pra&ice,  be- 
caufe  it  drives  back  the  Venom  upon  the 

/ 

nobler  Parts  \  and  alio  by  their  frequent 
Continuation,  is  a  Sphacelation  endangered 
upon  the  Extremities. 

THESE  Ulcers  are  Bkewife  by  no, 
Means  to  be  healed  up  until  they  are 
well  cleanfied,  and  all  the  peftilential  Sym¬ 
ptoms  quite  difappear.  But  here  I  cannot 
but  remark,  that  thefe  Ulcers  do  heal  much 
eafier  than  any  other  when  the  Venom  is 
fully  conquered  :  And  in  the  Cure,  it  chiefly 
concerns  the  Surgeon  to  prevent  the  Lips 
growing  callous,  becaufe  fometimes  that 
Error  is  not  eafily  again  remedied  j  when 
the  Ulcer  is  well  cleanfed,  the  ordinary 
Say  Coticks  ufed  in  the  common  Method  will 
loon  fill  up  the  loll  Subfiance:  To  pre- 

*  •  *N  .»  :  ;  -  ;  (  j,  •  r  ^  t  ^  * 

yent. 
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irent  Repetition,  the  Parotides  are  to  be 
treated  after  the  fame  Manner  as  Buboes. 

AFTER  this  tranfient  View,  our  Me¬ 
thod  now  brings  us  to  the  Cure  of  Car¬ 
buncles  }  iince  therefore  thele  Eruptions 
have  their  Rile  from  a  pefHlential  Lixivim 
thrown  upon  fever  a  l  Parts  of  the  Body,, 
and  there  burning  them  into  an  Efchar ,  the 
Bufinefs  of  a  Sureeon  herein  is  dire£fed  to 
•three  main  Intentions. 

t  .  THAT  the  Carbuncle  does  not  fpread 
too  far,  like  a  Gangrene,  knowing  no  Bounds, 

••  ■  i  •-  4  i  i* 

2.  TO  bring  it  as  foon  as  poffible  to  a 
Separation-  and, 

3-  TO  cure  it  as  carefully  as  it  can  be 
done. 

♦ 

FOR  the  fir  ft  Intention,  fuch  Remedies 
are  fuited  which  give  a  Reftriftion  to  the- 
Part,  fo  that  the  venomous  Particles  can¬ 
not  fpread^  and  fuch  alfo  as  affwage  the 
diftempered  Pleat,  and  cheiiih  and  preferve 
that  which  is  natural. 

O  4 
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BUT  the  Cure  of  a  Carbuncle  is  varied 
by  its  Nature,  Progrefs,  and  Situation  \  and 
is  accordingly  to  be  treated  fometimes  with 
tnore,  and  at  others  with  lefs  Severity.  In 
this  Cafe  Benefit  is  fometimes  received  from 
a  Cataplafm  with  roafled  (7 arlick,  Soot ,  Lon¬ 
don  Treacle ,  and  Oil  of  Turpentine  Or, 

Ferment  i  veteris  §  fs.  allii  ajfatt  §  ij.  fi er¬ 
ror  Is  columbini  §  )•  confer.  Sinapi  5  v.  euphorbU 
5  ij.  cum  f  q.  faponis  nigri  F.  Cataplafma.  But 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  thefe  Cataplafms,  which  are  very 
ffiarp,  the  utmoff  Caution  muft  be  ufed, 
that  a  Pain  is  not  aggravated  thereby  be¬ 
yond  the  Patient’s  Power  to  bear  *,  that  the 
Humours  be  not  colliquated,  and  thrown 
upon  weaker  Parts  *,  and  that  an  immoveable 
Ffchar  be  not  made  thereby. 

WHEN  the  Ffchar  does  not  fall  off, 
nor  any  Signs  of  Separation  appear,  Un¬ 
guents  and  Oils  are  not  to  be  blamed  •  but 
if  the  Carbuncle  fp  reads  further,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  have  Recourfe  to  more  effectual 
Means*,  in  which  Cafe  neither  the  Tender- 
nefs  of  Sex  or  Age  is  to  be  regarded. 
Sometimes  the  p^ftilential  Venom  is  to  be 

drawn 

t.  «  .  '  ‘  *•  '  •! 
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drawn  out  by  Cupping,  or  Scarrification, 

or  Eplfpafiicks :  Sometimes  alf©  for  the  fame 

Purpofe  is  applied  the  bare  Rump  of  a 

Fowl,  repeated  until  thefe  Creatures  appear 

not  to  be  hurt  by  it  ^  for  this  natural 

Warmth  fooths  the  vital  Heat  of  the  Part 

it  is  applied  to,  and  entices  away  the 
«  * 

jnorbifick  Venom  through  the  Pores  \  Pidgeons 
ufed  alive,  and  warm  Sheeps  Lights,  have 
likewife  been  obferved  thus  to  afTwage  the 
Acrimony  of  this  peftiiential  Virulence. 

THE  Efchar  is  fometimes  got  off  by 
Burning^  and  fometimes  by  Incilion  •  I  never 
indeed  found  any  thing  more  eifeflual  than 
the  a&ual  Cautery  *,  and  in  this  Pratlice  of 
ours  we  diifer  not  from  the  celebrated  Con - 
corcgius ,  who  tells  us,  pag.  39.  that  in  his 
Time  they  were  wont  to  burn  the  Carbuncle 
with  a  red  hot  Iron.  There  are  very  con- 
venient  Instruments  amongft  the  Surgeons 
for  this  Operation,  which  they  call  the 
Button ,  being  fo  fhaped  j  but  they  are  of 
little  Service,  except  the  Burning  extends, 
to  the  Compafi  of  the  Eruption  •  and  the 
Iron  is  by  no  means  to  be  taken  away,  until 
the  Patient  is  fenfible  of  it  ^  but  to  get  off 
the  Efchar ,  the  middle  Part  muff  be  burnt 

AMONGST 


2  o  2  Concerning  the  Cure 

AMONGST  many  other  "Advantage^ 
|  lhall  mention  but  a  few  that  are  received 
from  the  actual  Cautery  in  thefe  Cafes  -y  for 
from  hence  the  Parts  affected  are  rendred 
more  firm  and  fffong  *,  hence  the  Veffels 
are  more  affringed  *  hence  the  fubtil  Mi- 
afmata  are  raffled  and  evaporated  j  hence 
the  Poifon  is  corrected  and  dried  up  •  and 
laffly,  hence  the  languifhing  Heat  is  quick- 
ned •  and,  not  to  ufe  many  Words,  the  pe- 
ftilential  Venom  feems  to  be  deftroyed  by 
-Burning,  no  otherwife  than  the  Bites  of 
poifonous  Creatures  are  cured  after  the  lame 
Manner. 

A  S  for  what  is  done  by  the  Knife,  the 
InfeOed  are  certainly  as  much  benefitted 
by  it*,  as  by  the  actual  Cautery  *  elpecially 
if  the  Incifion  be  made  deep,  and  goes  to 
the  Root  at  the  Centre  ;  for  by  this  may 
be  made  a  very  expeditious  Elevation  and 
Separation  of  the  F.fchar,  and  this  Means 
Is  more  particularly  to  be  ufed  where  a 
Gangreen  is  threatned  *  but  in  doing  it, 
great  Care  muff  be  taken,  as  before  hinted, 
that  there  is  not  made  any  Effufion  of  Blood 
by  cutting  the  larger  Veffels,  elpecially 
the  Arteries. 

V.  w  ■*>.  i  \  ' 
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BUT  when  this  Separation  is  once  fi» 
nifhed,  whether  it  be  by  a  Knife,  or  by 
Burning,  or  of  its  own  Accord:,  the  next 
thing  is  to  peal  it  off  ;  and  this  is  frequent¬ 
ly  affiffed  by  moiftening  it  with  new  Butter, 
Oil  of  Elder ,  or  Oil  of  Lilies.  The  Bfchar 
is  likewife  to  be  loofened  gradually,  and 
not  too  haflily  ;  that  is,  a  kind  of  Matu¬ 
ration  is  to  be  waited  for.  After  the  Car- 

v  -  £ 

bimcle  is  fallen  off,  Care  muff  be  taken  to 
cleanfe  away  the  Sordes  upon  it,  and  promote 
Digeflion  by  the  Ufe  of  fuitable  Applica- 
cations  *,  and  every  thing  elfe  carefully  ma¬ 
naged,  as  before  direfted  in  the  Cure  of 
Buboes. 

LASTLY,  Tncarning  is  gradually  to  be 
effe&ed,  and  the  Ulcer  (lowly  healed  over; 
for  by  being  too  haflily  doled,  it  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  find  fome  peflilential  Miafmat 4 
‘  lurking  behind,  which  afterwards  prove  mif. 
chievous,  and  often  fatal,  as  may  eafily  be 
gathered  from  a  preceding  Hiilory,  and  ma¬ 
ny  others  not  here  mentioned. 

BUT  becaufe  fometimes  the  Parts  wher§ 
Carbuncles  arife,  cannot  be  cleanfed  conve¬ 
nient!  y  from  the  morbid  Humours,  whence 
the  Cure  proves  flow,  or  cannot  be  effefled 

at 
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at  all,  the  circumjacent  Parts  at  firft  iliould 
be  guarded  by  Defenfatives,  which  would 
aftringe  the  Laxity  upon  thofe  Parts,  keep 
the  PalTages  clear,  and  give  Room  for  the 
due  Motions  of  the  Juices  and  Spirits, 
while  at  the  fame  time  they  prevent  the 
Exhalation  of  the  natural  Heat  ;  But  if 
notwithstanding  the  utmoft  Care,  Spha¬ 
celation  comes  on,  immediate  Recourfe  is  to 
be  had  to  Embrocation,  with  the  following. 

R2  Cinerum  abfynthil ,  fcordii ,  cardui ,  centauril 
min .  ana  ^  iij.  e  quibus  faretur  lixivium ,  indendo 
fl&r-.  chamemelij  fambuci ,  meliloti  ana  M  j.  liquor  is 
limpidi  lib.  ij.  adde  fpir.  vini  opt.  lib.  fs.  dijfolvc 
theriac.  Lond.  ^  ij.  AL  S.  pro  fotu  p.  ajfeCla  bis  de 
id  i*,  qudm  caladijjime ,  ex  in  Cataplafma  conficiaticr 
e  theriac.  Lond.  cum  Elix.  pr&prietatis? 

LASTLY,  To  put  an  End  to  this 
S  eft  ion,  wherein  to  prevent  prolixity,  I 
have  ftudioufly  avoided  all  Points  of  Gori- 
Controverfy  ^  I  cannot  altogether  omit‘  the 
Mention  of  thofe  skilful  and  faithful  Sur¬ 
geons,  with  due  Honour,  whofe  Task  in 
this  raging  Calamity  was  very  hard  and 
dangerous,  how  they  had  the  Care  of  all 
peftilential  Tumours  and  Ulcers,  &c.  But 
although  fome  of  thefe  fell  themfelves  in 

the 
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the  Difcharge  of  their  Duty  to  others^ 
yet  the  Survivors  went  on  chearfblly 
in  their  Bufmefs  ^  and  they  who  lived 
through  the  whole,  owed  a  great  deal  to  a 
Conftancy  of  Mind,  as  well  as  to  the  con- 
fervatory  Power  of  Providence. 

SECTION  VIIL 

Of  Vrefervation  from  a  Veflilence. 

\ 

IT  is  manifeEly  much  more  advifeable 
to  keep  off  the  Invafion  of  a  PefHience,' 
than  to  ffand  its  violent  and  fatal  Shocks  ; 
and  Self-Pr6fe‘rvation,  as  well  as  the  Exam¬ 
ple  of  all  other  wife  People,  admoniilies 
us  to  ufe  all  poflible  Endeavours  to  keep 
it  from  us,  and  guard  our  felves  ag'ainft  it 
while  at  a  Dihance.  This  Part  therefore 
concerning  our  Prefervation  from  a  Pefti- 
lence,  regards  both  the  Duty  of  the  Ma¬ 
gi  if  rate,  and  the  Care  of  every  Individual  - 
that  is  to  fay,  it  is  the  Magiff rate’s  Duty, 
that  when  the  Nature  and  peculiar  Quali¬ 
ties  of  this  Difeafe  are  known,  and  reported 
by  Phyficians,  fuch  Laws  ihould  be  pro¬ 
vided,  as  might  beff  conduce  to  prevent 
its  Spreading,  if  not  to  its  utter  Extirpa¬ 
tion, 


FIRST 
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FIRST  of  all  therefore,  they  ought  fd 
be  deemed  as  a  kind  of  Traitors,  who 
frighten  the  credulous  Populace  with  the 
Appreheiifions  of  an  approaching  Plague,  by 
idle  and  groundless  Reports  and  Predictions  5 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  late  Sicknefs  was 
too  notoriously  ailihed  by  this  Means,  to 
want  any  Arguments  to  prove  it. 


T  H  E  timely  Separation  alfo  of  the 
JnfeCled  from  the  well,  is  abfolutely  neceffa- 
ry  to  be  done  becaufe  the  moft  fare  Way 
of  fp reading  it,  is  letting  the  fick  and 
well  converfe  together.  Publick  Funerals 
Ought  to  be  forbid ,  as  alfo  all  kinds  of 
Meetings,  /and  frequent  Intercourfes  of  fe- 
yeral  Perfons  together:  AnTfijunClion  alfo 
of  Quarantine  from  infected  Places,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Cuftom  of  Trading  Nations,  is 
by  any  Means  not  to  be  omitted,  and  care- 
leily  to  be  executed. 


ALTHOUGH  it  is  looked  upon  as 
aim  oft  impoffible  by  the  moft  artful  Con¬ 
trivances,  and  the  moft  prudent  Councils,' 
to  avoid  the  Influence  of  a  common  Caufe } 
yet  the  Call  of  Nature,  and  the  Laws  of 
Self-prefervatioii;  demand  our  utmoft  Dili¬ 
gence 
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gence  and  Labour,  both  in  publick  and 
private,  to  prevent  the  Encroachment  of 
liich  a  jfubtile  and  cruel  DeEroyer.  And 
it  was  certainly  to  this  purpofe  a  wife  Con¬ 
trivance  of  the  Magistrates,  to  conftitute 
two  in  every  Parifh  daily  to  vifit  every  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  be  iatisHed  whether  every  one 
belonging  thereunto  was  well,  and  free  from 
any  Infe&ion. 

„ ...  _  .  •  r  r  ■  ■■  ’ 

BUT  both  the  Ancients  and  Moderns 
have  taken  the  utmoft  Pains  in  contriving 
to  purge  the  Air,  on  a  Suppofition  that, 
in  a  pehilential  Contagion,  that  is  fubftmtiatty 
infe&ed :  But  as  the  Air,  as  before  demon- 
ifrated,  is  only  the  Lodgment  or  Vehicle 
to  the  pefbilentia  1  Mlafmata ,  which  are 
every  Way  agitated  in  it,  it  does  not  leem  lb 
much  to  want  Depuration  on  its  own  Account* 
as  that  poifonous  Mixture  which  is  joined 
*  with  it.  Indeed  the  peflilential  Particles 
reiiding  in  the  Porofities  of  the  Air,  may 
often,  without  any  Change  of  Figure,  for 
Want  of  due  Agitation,  remain  and  ftagnatef 
in  it  a  long  Time,  fo  as  to  be  drawn  in 
by  the  Lungs  in  Irifpiratlon,  and  hence 
from  the  intimate  Mixture  and  Confufion 
as  it  were  of  both,  a  Sufpicion  may  be 
entertained  of  the  Taint  coming  from  a 

Cor-- 
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Corruption  of  Air  j  but  of  this  we  hatfe 
faid  enough  already  *,  and  as  how  foe  ver  this 
Matter  is,  a  Purgation  of  the  Air  is  by- 
common  Confent  called  for  on  all  Sides  in 
theie  Cafes,  we  fhall  conlider  this  Matter, 
chiefly  in  theie  two  Refpe&Si 

FIRST,  That  the  peftilential  Seminium 
be  diflodged  ^  and  to  this  Purpofe  contri¬ 
bute  brisk  Winds,  efpecially  from  the  North , 
and  the  frequent  Explofions  of  great  Guns, 
in  the  Morning  and  Evening  chiefly }  be- 
cauie  fuch  Concuffions  agitate  the  poifo il¬ 
eus  MifmatU)  and  not  only  help  to  diihpate 
them,  but  to  change  and  alter  them  in 
thole  particular  Configurations  whereby 
they  become  fo  noxious ;  and  it  hath  been 
attefted  by  Experience,  that  an  intimate 
Combination  of  Nitre  and  Sulphur  greatly 
alters  the  faline  Qualities  of  the  peftilen¬ 
tial  Taint. 

» 

S  E  CO  N D  LT)  The  utmoft  Diligence  is 
to  be  ufed  to  prevent  the  peftilential  Par¬ 
ticles  from  taking  Efteft  *,  which  is  fuccef- 
fully  done  by  proper  Fumigations.  Hip¬ 
pocrates ,  the  Oracle  in  Phyfick,  hath  left 
it  to  Pofteritv,  to  kindle  Fires  in  the  pub- 
lick  Streets^  and  theie  fometimes  I  c on¬ 
ce  if  e 
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teive  may  do  good ;  but  not  as  fome  will 
have  it,  by  abforbing  the  pefliferous  Hu¬ 
midities,  but  by  diffufing  on  all  Sides  a 
great  deal  of  Nitre ,  which  gives  a  confide- 
rable  Change  to  the  venomous  Mlafmata  * 
I  judge  it  belt  therefore  that  fuch  Fires 


ihould  be  made  of  refinous  Woods,  which 
throw  out  a  clear  and  un&ious  Smell,  fuch 
as  Jumper ,  Fir,  Oaby  sljhy  Elm ,  Chefmit , 
but  by  no  Means  Coals,  which  exhale 
aii  impure,  fetid,  and  fuffocating  Sulphur. 


.  ■  9r  *  '  *  f. 

B  Y  the  Care  of  the  Magiidrate  alfb  the 
Streets,  Sinks,  and  Canals,  ihould  daily  be 
cleared  of  all  Filth  ;  becaufe  Stench  and 
Naftinefs  are  juftly  reckoned  the  Enter¬ 
tainers  of  Infeflibn,  and  we  find  the  Air 
to  be  corrupted  frequently  from  noifome 
Smells  •,  fo  that  the  peftilential  Venom  can¬ 
not  but  receive  additional  Strength  from 
fuch  Means. 


BUT  to  be  yet  more  particular  about 
fhefe  Fumigations,  both  to  mend  the  Air, 
and  rerfeili  the  Houfes  that  have  been  in¬ 
fected,  they  muft  be  compofed  of  fuch 
Things  as  raife  and  comfort  the  Spirits 
that  were  languishing,  with  their  grateful 
Flavours,  for  refrefhing  Smells  are  a  kind 

P  if 
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of  natural  Pabulum  to  the  animat  Spirits  £ 

|  i,.  1  *  *  '  •  ,  .  ~  .  ■ 

or  they  fhould  be  of  fuch  Subltances  as 
by  their  gummy  Vifcidity  entangle  and 
Cover  the  venomous  Sficula ,  fo  that  they 
cannot  aCt  ^  or,  laitly,  of  fuch  Things  as 

breath  out  fuch  nitrous  Steams,  which  will 

*>  /. 

either  preferve  our  Bodies  from  receiving 
Impurities,  or  change  the  Nature  of  the 
infectious  Particles. 

w  J  .  •  •"  i  ’ 

f  f  (  >  /  ~  > 

I  do  not  indeed  deny,  but  fame  ungrate- 

■  V,  1 

ful  Smells  may  be  fometimes  more  conve¬ 
nient  than  iwee.t  ones,  as  they  fix  thole 
Spirits  which  would  otherwife  exhale  \ 
and  a  copious  Efflux  of  la  line  Particles  will 
often  keep  them  from  Infection  and  Injury. 
But  to  reduce  thele  into  Claifes. 

V*  •  •ft 

>r  •  -  ■  * 

The  Simples  of  the  firlt  Gals  are  Musky 

Civet ,  Amomum,  Lavender ,  Rofemary ,  Fcfes, 
Angelica ,  Marjoram ,  Clove  sy  Rhodium  Wood, 

Aloes  Mcody  ccc.  Of  the  fecond,.  Frank i ncen fe 

*  J  ■> 

Benjamin ,  St  or  ax ,  Bdellium ,  Labdanumy  Bitchy 
Sqgapemm,  Myrrh >  &c.  Of  the  third  Clafs, 
Sulphur  and  Nitre  y  more  of  which  hereafter. 

B  U  T  further,  that  all  the  Means  of 
propagating  the.  Plague  may  be  removed, 
if  is  very  wifely  ordered  by  the  Magifrra- 

ey» 


if  y  to  kill  all  Dogs,  Cats,  and  other  do- 
ineftick  Brutes,  left  thefe  Creatures  in  their 
Paifage  from  one  Place  to  another  ftiould 
carry  along  with  them  the  peftilential  In« 
JetHon. 


YET  although  both  the  Makers  and 
Executors  of  the  Laws  were  very  diligent 
in  their  Duty  during  the  late  Sicknefs^ 
the  Contagion  notwithftanding  fpread  *,  when 
therefore  all  the  Care  and  Skill  of  the 
Magiftrate  could  avail  nothing  in  ftopping 
the  common  Deftroyer,  the  utmoft  ApplD 
Nation  was  made  to  preferve  the  Indivi¬ 
duals  tinder  its  Vifttation:  For  which  Pur- 
pore,  fir  ft  of  all  were  removed  all  Means 
of  rendering  our  Bodies  more  fubjeth  to 
take  the  Infeftion,  and  the  heft  Care  taken 
to  ford  Re  the  Conftitution  againft  its  At- 
*  tacks,  and  to  fupporc  it  under  its  Tyranny o 


I  know  not  indeed  a  greater  Neglect 
than  in  not  keeping  the  Body  clean,  and 
keeping  at  a  Di fiance  every  Thing  fuper- 
fmous  or  oSenfive  ;  and  during  the  pefti- 
ierrdal  Conftitution  nothing  was  worfe  than 
E  vacua  dons  of  all  Kinds  But  if  a  Pie - 


thora  required  Phlebotomy,  th 

* 

fe  taken  away  by  a  fmall 


e  Blood.  flidu Id 

»  * 

Orifice,  in  but 
iittigf 
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little  Quantity,  and  at  feveral  Times:  A. 

■  ‘  *  '  ,  ‘ 

Ferfon  loaded  with  bad  Humours,  fhoulit 

be  difcharged  of  them,,  if  poffible,  imme¬ 
diately;  if  they  glut  the  Stomach,  and 
firft  PafTages,  they  ought  to  be  thrown 
off  by  V omiting,  Drinking  in  the  Operation 
good  Quantities  of  Poffet- Drink,  in  which 
hath  been  boiled  the  Leaves  of  Car  dam 


5  ...  U 


and  Scordiiim ;  and  alfo  the  Bowels  Ihould. 
be  cleaned,  to  which  Purpofe  the  following. 


is  ufefulc 


Satis  Tart .  9  ij.  F.  Solutio  in  fpir.  vlni  opt.  §  ij- 
turn  adde  gutta  gambi  9  iv.  per  acid  feint  tone  eva- 
poretur  fpir .  turn  adde  colocynth.  cum  urind  prop* 
9  ij.  fcammaii7  Sulphur  at  i  9  j.  Aloes ,  r  of  at  a  3  ij* 
trochife .  de  rhabarb.  rec .  9  iv.  gum.  ammoniaci 
in  accto,  fell,  foluti  3  j.  falls  abjynthiiy.  cardui  ana' 
9  j.  ol.  carui  gtttt.  vij.  cum  f  q.  Syr.  de  rhamno  F. 
majfay  inde  pilula  min .  formentur ,  Dof  ad  9  ij. 
And  thus  to  throw  off  tliofe  Humours 
which  join  with  and  aggravate  the  peffi- 
fential  Venom,  very  much  prevents  the 
Want  of  Antidotes  afterwards. 


C  A  R  E  muff  be  taken  that  there  be 
ito  Suppreffion  of  Urine  ;  the  Non-naturals 
muff  be  ufed  with  great  Regularity*,  the 
Body  muff  be  kept  tranfgirable the  Tone 

of 
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<of  the  Vi fcer a  ftrengdiened  ;  Failing  avoided; 
Choice  made  of  a  good  Diet,  iuch  as  will 
yield  good  Nourlikment,  make  but  little 
Excrement,  and  be  eafy  of  Digeftion ;  to 
which  feveral  Pickles  and  Sauces  are  to  be 

...  A  •  '  '  ' 

recommended ;  as  Juke  of  Sorrel ,  Jjemons9 
Oranges ,  Pomegranates,  Barberries,  See,  and  at 
every  Meal  Sack  is  to  be  allowed,  whole 
Vertues  we  fliall  hereafter  have  Occafion 
to  fpeak  of ;  and  Care  fhould  be  take$ 
not  to  be  Abroad  in  the  Evening. 

AND  to  exp  refs  all  in  a  few  Words., 
all  the  animal  Fluids  mu  ft  be  kept  in  a 
natural  State,  in  an  Equality  of  Motion, 
and  an  equable  Degree  of  Mixture  and 
Fluxility  ;  they  mufl  not  be  put  *at  any 
inordinate  Hurries,  nor  be  too  much  rari- 
fed  or  exalted  :  nor  muft  they  be  lulfered 
.  to  grow  vapid  and  languid,  for  Want  of 
Depuration,  and  a  Retention  of  excrem fic¬ 
titious  Particles.  But  a  proper  Regimen  i$ 

* 

better  to  be  had  from  other  Writers,  .we 

1  ,  i  v 

therefore  haflen  to  proper  Antidotes. 
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An  Antipejhlentlal  Electuary  of  Mayerne. 


1^  Juglandium  virid.  lib.  ij.  fvcuum,  prunorum, 
ana  lib.  j.  macercntur  in  aceto ,  &  pdf  a  trajici- 
atWj  cui  add e  fulv ,  fubtll  ff, \  rut  a,  lib.  Is.  viper  in# 
Virginia  nse  g  j.  fj.  rad .  contrayerva  5  iij.  peta- 
-  nedoaria,  ana  g  ij.  Is.  fac chart  ferlati  lib.  j. 

5yr  <?  fucco  Kanes  5  j.  5yr.  calendula 5  caryophylL 

'  t  '  V 

ana  q.  f  ut  F.  Elect.  molie ,  addenda  fol.  Auri  40. 

JDcf.  ad  quant  it  at  em  nucis  Jutland*  maj.  mane , 

* 

vsjperi . 


^  Electuary  for  the  Poor ;• 

~  w  -  .  .  v  ■  ..  .  ,7  r 

]p£  Qonferv .  lujula ,  galega  ana  lib.  (s.  calendula 
lib.  j.  Lheriac '•  Londin.  5  iij.  armen .  vitriol . 

3  iv.  j^/r.  limonum  q+f  conficiatur  Eleti.  Dof. 

W  3  ij.  iij. 

i  '  >  i  i 

An  Antipejlilential  Confection* 

Be  Radic.  fcor-zjon,  Hljfpan.  pet  apt  id !,  contrayer - 
£'4  g  ij.  helcmi,  torment ilia  ana  3  fs.  angelica, 
chelidonU,  mad  ana  §  j.  Is.  Fzrc.  Jump.  frap.  lib. 
Is.  fummii .  p.  ).fem.  cardui,  citri  ana  3  ij, 

quibus  frap.  off  unde  f.  duas  aceti  fambuc .  &  tertiam 
fir.  vini  opt.  infujione  per  abb  d  (dr  exprejjione ,  liquor 
tgne  lento  evaporctur  fere  ad  meliaglnem :  extract-! 
lib,  j.  theriac,  Londin ,  §  ij,  fs,  fo// 

'j  ?.  ir  «  ■>  .  • 
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ftgillat#  ana  §;  j.  for.  fulp  hurls  3  v.fucci  Kermes  3  ij. 
ccnferv.  lujula  lib.  j.  cum  jyr.  Ilmen,  q.  f  F.  El  eft. 
molL y  Dof.  ad  quantit.  nucis  myriftica  piai?  ter? 
mi  fapiw  de  die. 

Antheftilentid  Pius  P 

-  ‘•■e 

B!  Ext  raft.  rad.  helcnii 3  angelic  a  y  contraytrvq 
ana  3  j.  adde  extra  ft.  alb.  glycyrrh .  3  iij.  fior* 
fulph.  ad  quatuor  faltem  vices  Jiiblim.  3  ij.  C.  C.  phi* 
lofoph.  catch •  fern -  citri  pulvcriz.  ana  3  j.  Is.  falk 
fcordii ,  abfynth.  ana  3  ij.  cum  f.  q.  picis  liquid a  F. 
piajfa  pro  pihdky  Dof.  ad  3  fs?  vcl  3  ij.  raane^  £r 
hord  fomni. 

Antipejlilential  Elixir  Proprietatis. 

Croc l  Anglf  opt.  3  fs.  extrah.  tinfturam  cum 
aq.  ulmarUy  Jcabiofzy  cardui  j  vel  me  Ufa  f  q, 
additis  fpir.  fulphuris  aliquot  guttis  ad  leviufcu *?' 

.  lam  aciditatem :  liquor  per  chart  am  emporeticam 
agatury  in  colaturd  ad  lentum  B.  calorcm  diffolvc 
Aloes  pellucid  a  e  veficd  §  iv.  per  fat  ac  cum  tin *  . 
teum  hand  it  a  rarum  trajiclatur  liquor  \  deinde  F, 
fondenfatio  ad,  eundem  calorcm ,  acquifitd  pilularum 
mollm] cularum  confflentlay  adde  myrrha  purijfma 
3  vij.  for.  vel  magifterii  prxclfit.  Benzoin  3  iij* 
falls  C.  C.  3  ij.  cum  Jyr. fambuc.  q.  f.  F*  majfa 
de  piluh  f or  merit  Wy  Dof  ad  3  ij? 

f  4  ifP¥n^ 
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|  '  ■  4*  .  I.  ■  \  *■  *  ‘  V  1  -  •  ►  '  "’V  ' 

Lozenges  againjl  the.  Plague • 

Extract*  rad.  angelica^  &  contraycrva  ^  j . 
fAVr.  alb .  liquintia  3  iij.  for.  fulf  hurls  myrrh  at* 
h*  e.  cum  myrrhd  fubllm.  3  v*  cl.  cinnam*  gutt*  viij. 
faccharum  cryfiallin .  ad  duflum  omnium  fondus ,  rz/w? 
mucilag*  gum .  tragacanth.  aq.  fcordii  far  at.  q*  f 
F*  TdbelU  farva  fulling* 

SOME  ufed  every  Morning  to  fwallow 
A  Clove  or  two  of  Gar  lick  ^  and  many  eat 
tinripe  Walnuts  pickled.  The  following 
Draught  was  of  admirable  Service : 

|>£  Aq.  rofar*  rubr.  camphor  at  a  J  ij.  aceti  oft * 

0  « 

5  ]•  h/  quibm  dlffdve  boL  arm.  oft.  9  ij.  fyr, 
fcablofe  fimfl .  S  iij.  M.  £.  F.  haufim . 

*  \  ;  V  ;  ,1  J  s  \  .  J 

SOME  old  Nurfes,  as  themfelves  have 
informed  me,  for  an  Antidote  gave  human 
Excrements^  but  for  the  Efficacy  of  this 
Secret,  I  have  nothing  to  fay.  Some  found 
•Benefit  by  drinking  of  Urine  ♦,  but  many  who 
have  thought  themfelves  by  thefe  Means 
fo  well  fortified,  would  venture  themfelves 
too  inadvertently  into  Danger,  without  any 
nyceffiary  Occafion,  to  thy  great  Hazard  of 
their  Lives* 

*  <*.;  'f-  V5  v'  *  r 


BUT 
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BUT  in  thefe  precautionary  Direftions, 
it  is  to  be  particularly  advertiied,  that 
Aftringents  of  any  Kind  whatfoever,  as  Bole% 
fealed  Earth ,  Lemnian  Earth ,  Coral ,  See.  are 
not  to  be  given  to  Maidens,  and  Women 
in  their  monthly  Courfes,  for  Fear  they 
■Should  occafoii  ObftrufKons,  and  other  bad 
Diforders :  Thole  Remedies  alio  are  as 
much  to  be  blamed  which  force  this  Eva¬ 
cuation  by  thinning  the  Blood  too  much, 
and  irritating  the  Uterine  Velfels:  And 
lafdy,  in  the  Frefervation  as  well  as  the 
Cure,  the  Seafons  of  the  Year,  Sex,  Confti- 
tution.  Age,  &c.  are  carefully  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  to. 

i,  ^ 

BUT  before  I  proceed  further,  Grati¬ 
tude  obliges  me  to  do  jufh’ce  to  the  Ver- 
tues  of  Sachy  as  it  defervedly  is  ranked  a- 
mongft  the  principal  Antidotes,  whether 
it  be  drank  by  it  felf,  or  impregnated  with 
Wormwoody  jJngelicay  &c.  for  I  have  never 
yet  met  with  any  Thing  io  agreeable  to 
the  Neryes  and  Spirits  in  all  my  Experience. 
That  which  is  beft  is  middle-aged,  neat, 

fine,  bright,  racy,  and  of  a  Walnut  Fla- 

••  ! 

vour  and  it  is  certainly  true,  that  during 
the  late  fatal  Times,  both  the  ir/efted  and 

the 
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the  well  found  vaft  Benefit  from  it,  irnieiS 
they  who  ufed  it  too  intemperately  •,  many 
indeed  medicated  it  with  various  Alexiphar- 
mick  Simples . 

,  -  .  \  X  . 

,  •  •  • '  ’ 

1  T  remains  that  we  now  fay  fbmewhat 
concerning  the  Ule  of  Tobacco ,  whofe  Ver- 
tues  for  this  Purpofe  are  extreamly  crie4 
pp  by  Blemebrooecky  and  fome  others  ^  but 
whether  we  regard  the  narcctick  Quality 
of  this  American  Henbane  \  or  the  poifonous 
lOil  which  exhales  from  it  in  Smoaking  * 
pr  that  prodigious  Difcharge  of  Spittle 
which  it  occasions,  and  which  Nature  wants 
for  many  other  important  Occalions  ;  or, 
iaftly,  the  Exercife  it  gives  to  the  Lungs 
in  drawing  it  *  befides  the  Aptitude  of  the 
peftilential  Poifbn  to  be  taken  down  along 
with  it,  and  the  Irkfomenefs  of  its  Scent  * 
I  rnuft  confefs  my  felf  at  Uncertainties 
about  it  \  though  as  to  my  felf,  I  am  its 
profeifed  Enemy,  and  was  accnflomed  to 
fupply  its  Place  as  an  Antidote  with  Sack. 

W  E  now  then  come  to  external  Reme¬ 
dies,  amongft  which  Amulets ,  and  Characters, 
demand  the  firft  Notice:  It  muff  indeed 
be  granted,  that  it  is  no  new  Cuflom  or 
Contrivance  to  hang  thefe  Charms,  made 

various 
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parlous  Ways,  about  many  Farts  of  the  Body? 
but  what  Vertues  theie  Things  have,  is 
Worth  feme  Enquiry. 

I  T  hath  obtained  with  many,  that  Na¬ 
ture,  or  the  Soul  of  the  World,  hath  im- 
prelfed  upon  feme  certain  Bodies  a  very 
diffufive  magnetick  Vertue  ,  whereupon  Borne 
Adepts  have  aferibed  to  many  of  thefe 
Bodies  a  Faculty  of  expelling  Poifons, 
Others  conceit,  that  both  artificial  and  na¬ 
tural  Poifons  do,  by  a  certain  Sjmipathy, 
when  outwardly  applied,  draw  away  every 
Thing  that  is  detrimental  to  the  Confti- 
tution  *  after  the  Manner  as  Amber  attracks 
Straws,  and  (as  they  report  of  the  Snake* 
ft  one)  imbibe  its  Venom  :  Some  others  again, 
contrive  Amulets  of  Spices,  to  invigorate 
Nature,  and  fupport  her  againft  the  Enemy, 

I  think  it  proper  to  give  my  Opinion  of 
this  Matter  ^  with  Submifiion  therefore  to 
thefe  great  Men,  1  cannot  eafiiy  come  into 
a  Belief  of  any  Advantages  to  be  had  from 
this  Practice  •  for  raoft  of  the  Efforts  aferi¬ 
bed  to  them,  is  rather  from  the  Power  of 
Imagination,  or  owing  to  fome  manifefi:  Pro?, 
petty*  Furthermore,  it  hath  religiouily  ob¬ 
tained  amongft  many  People,  that  Difeafes 

V '  *  +  \  ' 1  '  '  *  k  w 
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sue  to  be  driven  away  by  painting  Ghara&erS 
upon  the  Body }  but  it  is  ftrongly  to  be  fu- 
fpe&ed,  that  this  Practice  hath  been  altoge¬ 
ther  owing  to  Jugglers,  and  Perfons  addifted 
to  infernal  Arts  *9  for  what  medicinal  Virtue 
can  there  be  in  a  Figure  ?  It  feems  to  me? 
that  becaufe  the  Sacred  Myfteries  of  our  Art 
were  anciently  defcribed  by  Hieroglyphic 
the  Populace,  who  were  ignorant  of  their  Sig- 
nifications,  miftook  them  for  Charms  again# 
a  Plague ,  and  other  grievous  Dileafes,  and 
they  propagated  their  Delufion  down  to  Po 

fterity. 

*> 

THERE  are  innumerab’e  Preparations 
Of  thefe  Charms  or  Amulets  to  be  met  with 
in  the  Writings  of  feveral  Phyficians  *  but 
I  fiiall  take  it  to  have  fuificiently  diicharg- 
ed  my  Duty  here,  to  *  mention  thefe  only 
which  were  uled  by  our  own  Country  Peo¬ 
ple  *  the  principal  of  which  was  a  Walnut 
filled  with  Mercury ,  for  it  is  certain  that 
many  did  promife  to  themlelves  Se¬ 
curity  from  the  Dignity  of  this  Metal, 
which  to  them  feemed  to  be  the  Parent  of 
all  others  9  others  again  expected  great 
Matters  from  its  Volatility,  notwitH'ftanding 
it  was  thus  inclofed,  thinking  that  the 
natural  Heat  of  the  Body  would  draw  fuch 

Ver- 
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Vertues,  as  would  fecure  them  from  the 
Infe&ion.  But  much  the  greater  Number 
were  fupplied  with  arlenical  Amulets ,  from 
Empiricks  and  Mountebanks  *,  thefe  were 
compounded  of  Arfemck  alone,  with  Wax  ^ 
or  had  many  other  Things  added  there¬ 
unto,  appropriated  to  the  Difeafe.  One 
of  the  chief  Forms  of  this  Kind  is  the 
following ; 

R!  DtSlamm  tret.  pulv.  9  vij-  fulv-jinapi  3  fsv 
Benzoin.  3  ij.  Arfenici  vert  3  iiji  ol.  cinnam .  gutt • 
vij.  cera  opt.  3  v.  cum  mud  lag.  gum.  tragacanth * 
aceto  rofac.  parat.  F.  pafla,  unde  placenta  multi  for¬ 
mes  depfitica  parentur ,  ad  pondus  3  ij.  vel  iij.  cor¬ 
dis  regioni  admovenda,  linteo  ferico  prius  involute * 
For  it  commonly  prevailed  among#  the" 
Populace,,  that  Ar/emck,  by  fome  magnetick 
Vertue,  draws  away  all  Poifbn,  elpecially 
*  that  of  a  Pehilence.  The  wearing  alfo  of 
a  dried  Toad  was  a  mighty  Secret  with 
fome. 

B  U  T  to  give  my  Thoughts  concerning 
the  good  or  bad  Effefts  of  thefe  appended 
Remedies,  I  do  not  remember  any  one  who1 
had  their  Expectations  anfwered  thereby  % 
but  many  confiding  too  much  in  them^ 
negkCled  other  more  neceffary  Means  of 

P  re-- 
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Prefervation,  and  brought  themfelves  into 
great  Hazard  of  their  Lives  by  wearing 
them  *  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  which  I 
met  with  in  an  elderly  Lawyer*  who  upon 
wearing  an  Arfenical  Amulet  upon  his  Breaftj 
had  a  pefiilential  Carbuncle  rife  under  it^ 
the  third  Day  after  which  he  died.  In 
forne  others  large  Veiications  appeared* 
not  from  any  Venom  drawn  out,  but  from 
the  Cauitick  Quality  of  the  Charm  it  felf^ 
and  the  Communication  of  its  own  Poifon 
to  the  Part:  What  Madnefs  was  it,  in 
fuch  a  terrible  Calamity,  to  put  the  Hazard 
of  Life  upon  fuch  idle  and  ridiculous  Ex¬ 
periments  ? 

,  •  .  i 

BUT  to  pafs  over  fuch  Baubles,  and  pro- 
ceed  to  Means  that  are  conformable  to 
Reafon,  and  the  Rules  of  Medicine,  Ijfues 
are  not  to  be  forgot  *  for  by  thefe  all  kinds 
of  Impurities  are  allowed  to  flow  out  along 
with  the  pefHlential  Poifon,  as  through  an 
open  and  ready  Palfage  *  and  the  more  of 
thefe  little  Ulcers  are  made,  the  better,  al¬ 
though  their  Largenefs  may  anfwer  as  welt 
as  more  in  Number;  that  is,  if  they  are  big 
enough  to  hold  4,  6  or  8  Peas  together. 
If  any  one  hath  a  Mind  for  two  lifues,  let 
one  be  made  in  the  left  Arm*  and  the  other 
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in  the  oppofite  Leg.  And  as  for  the  XJfe- 
fulnefs  of  thefe,  I  can  lpeak  it  of  my  owii 
Experience,  that  ivhenfbever  I  was  moll  be- 
let  with peftilential  FumespntheCourleof  my 
Bufmefs,  I  could  then  immediately  perceive 
a  fnooting  Pain  in  my  I  me,  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  an  ill  conditioned  Matter  difcharge 
from  it ;  Paid  this  I  alway  s  looked  upon  as 
a  lure  Warning  to  have  timely  recourfe  to' 

jil  exifharmich . 


GREAT  Service  was  likewife  found  in 
the  Prefen/ation  againil  the  Peinlence,  as 
well  as  in  its  curative  Part,  by  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  Blifters ,  and  keeping  them  open  a 
good  while. 


H  A  V  iKG  thus  come  to  a  Concluhon^ 
1  think  it  not  amifs  to  recite  the  Means  which 
I  ufed  to  p refer ve  my  felf  from  the  Infe&ion, 
during  the  continual  Courfe  of  my  Bufinefs 
kmong  the  Sick. 

A  S  foon  as  I  rofe  in  the  Morning  early,. 
I  took  the  Quantity  of  a  Nutmeg  of  the 
sAnii-fcftil cntiai  EleEbuary  j  then  after  the  Dif- 
patch  of  private  Concerns  in  my  Family, 
I  ventured  into  a  large  Room,  where  Crowds 
Citizens’  ufed  to  be  in  waiting  for  me  • 
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knd  there  I  commonly  lpent  two  or  thr£e 
Hours,  as  in  an  Hofpital,  examining  the  fe¬ 
deral  Conditions  and  Circumftances  of  all 
who  came  thither  •  fome  of  which  had  Ul¬ 
cers  yet  uncured,  and  others  to  be  advifed 
under  the  firft  Symptoms  of  Seizure }  all 
which  I  endeavoured  to  difpatch,  with  all 
poilible  Care  to  their  various  Exigencies. 

*  *  . 

A  S  fo on  as  this  Crowd  could  be  dift 
charged,  I  judged  it  not  proper  to  go  abroad 
failing,  and  therefore  got  my  Breakfaft : 
After  which,  till  Dinner-time,  I  vifited  the 
S'ick  at  their  Houfes  j  whereupon,  entring 
their  Houfes,  I  immediately  had  buhit  fome 
proper  Thing  upon  .Coals,  and  alfo  kept  lit 
my  Mouth  fome  Lozenges  all  the  while  I 
was  examiriing  them;  But  they  are  in  a 
Miftake  who  report  that  Phyficians  ufed, 
on  fuch  Oecafions,  very  hot  Things  as 
Myrrh ,  Zedoaryy  Angelica ,  Ginger ,  &c.  for 
many,  deceived  thereby,  raifea  Inflammations 
upon  their  Tonfils,  and  greatly  endangered 
their  Lungs- * 

I  further  took  Care  not  to  go  into  the 
Rooms  of  the-Sick  when  I  fweated,  or  were 
fllort-breathed  with  Walking  •  and  kept  my 
Mind  as  compofed  as  poilible,  being  fiiffici- 
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ehtly  warned  by  fuch,  who  had  grievoufly 
Buffered  by  Unegfinefs  in  that  Refpeft.  After 
fome  Hours  Vifiting  in  this  Marine r,  I  re- 
turned  Home.  Before  Dinner,  I  always 
drank  a  Glafs  of  Sack,  to  warm  the  Stomach, 
-refrefh  the  Spirits,  and  diiiipate  any  begin¬ 
ning  Lodgment  of  the  Infeftion.  I  chofe 


Meats  for  my  Table  that  yeilded  an  eafie 
and  generous  Nourishment,  roafted  before 
boiled,  and  Pickles  not  only  fuitable  to  the 

*  •  V  .  *  *'  .  i 

Meats,  but  the  Nature  of  the  Diftemper  5, 
( and  indeed  in  this  melancholy  Time,  the 
City  greatly  abounded  with  Variety  of  all 
good  Things  of  that  Nature  )  I  feldom  like- 
wife  rofe  from  Dinner  without  drinking  more 
Wine.  After  this,  I  had  always  many  Per¬ 
sons  came  for  Advice  •  and  as  foon  as  I 

*  T v*  *,  .  l 

could  difpatch  them,  I  again  vifited  till 

•  »  Y  f  r  •  " «  t  * 

Eight  or  Nine  at  Night,  and  then  concluded 
.the  Evening  at  Home,  by  drinking  to  Cheer- 
fulnefs  of  my  old  favourite  Liquor,  which 
encouraged  Sleep,  and  an  eafre  Breathing 
through  the  Pores  all  Night.  But  if  in  the 

Av.  ^  *  w  f 

Day-time  I  found  the  leaf!  Approaches  of 
the  Infection  upon  me,  as  by  Giddinefe? 
Loathing  at  Stomach,  and  Faintnefs,  I  im- 

,♦  l  j  ,  *  *• 

mediately  had  Recourfe  to  a  Glafs  of  this 
Wine,  which  eafily  drove  thefe  beginning 
Diforders  away  by  Transpiration. 
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YET  in  the  tvhole  Courfe  of  the  Infe¬ 
ction,  I  found  tiny  felf  Ill  but  twice  *  but  was 
loon  again  cleared  of  its  Approaches  by  thefe 
Means,  and  the  Help  of  firch  Antidotes  as  I 
kept  always  by  me. 

BUf  to  conclude,  it  may  not  be  impro¬ 
per  to  take  Notice,  that  the  Citizens  much 
accuftomed  themfelves  to  certain  Compel- 
tions  for  keeping  off  the  Infe&ion,  by  con¬ 
tinual  Smelling  to  them  *,  the  chief  amongfe 
which  was  the  following. 

]}l  Tulv.  rad .  angelica,  fummit.  rorifm.  &  lad 
vcndula  cum  fioribus  ana  3  ij.  earyophyll.  3  iiij# 
lab  dan  i  pur  iff.  Sty  rads  ana  3  iij.  omnibus  prap.  in 
$<mmixtione  adds  ol.  nucis  mofeh.  per  expreff.  3  fe 
fs.  ol.  ligni  rbod.  B  ij.  camphor a  3  fs.  mofehi  gr. 
viij.  cum  cera  opt.  p *  f.  F.  maffa.  Some  like- 
wife  would  fmell  to  Galbanum ,  Oil  of  Worm* 
Wood,  or  Rue,  as  alfo  the  Oil  or  Spirit  drawn 
from  Pitch,  and  dropped  upon  Cotton,  to  be* 
kept  in  a  clofe  Ivory  Box.  Yet  I  could  not 
fo  much  approve  of  thefe  Things,  as  they 
were  ufed ,  becaufe  they  fo  much  dilated 
the  Fores  of  the  olfaftory  Organs,  as  to  give 
more  Liberty  for  the  peftilential  Miafmata  to* 
pafs  in  along  with  them. 


T  H  E 
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f  Hfi  Purification  of  Eoufe  was  eon-3 
drived  to  be  done  ieveral  Ways  ^  but  what 

i  *■ 

1  moft  approved  of,  was  in  placi  g  a  Gha- 
fing-difh  in  the  Middle  or*  a  Room,  or  the 
Entries j  or  Windows,  where  proper  Things 
were  burnt,  and  exhaled  all  round=  Quick- 
lime  was  likewife  thrown  into  the  follow* 
ing  Deco&ion. 

1^  Fol.  Scordii7  Angelica  and  M  lij;  fummitl 
lauri ,  ruta7  lavendula  ana  M  j.  fs.  flor.  rofarl 
pallid*  fambuci  ana  p.  ij.  calami  aromat .  5  v.  Co* 
ryophyli  Contuf.  5  iij.  F.  decotlio  in  duabus  p»  aqi 
font .  dr  tertid  aceti  rofac i  vel  Sambuc .  confimillter 
ac  lagena ,  d  mucore 7  dr  fitu  calcis  extinPUotie  nmn* 
danturj  ita  ut  liquor em  inditum  amplius  vitient ,  dr 
corrumpant .  For  as  fodn  as  the  Lime  is  thrown 
in,  it  raifes  a  very  penetrating  Steam,  which 
feemed  very  likely  to  deflroy  the  Efficacy 
6f  the  peftilential  Mia!  mat  a*  For  the  fame 
Purpoie  likewife  were  the  following  very 
judiciouily  contrived* 

pt  Salts  petra  lib.  j.  Sulphur  is  iij.  bento  in  a 
Sty  rads  fimul  licpmti.  ana  cp  f  ut  formcntur  f.  m 
Trochifc .  deb.  exiccandu 

p  i  N  is. 
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A  Table  of  ■  the  F unerds 


I  N  T  H  E 

Several  Parifhes  within  the  Bills  of  Morta- 
lity  of  the  City  of  L  O  N  D  O  V, 


For  the  Year  1665. 
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T.  A  lbans  W oodftreet 
__  St.  Alhallows  Barkin  - 
St.  Alhallows  Breadftreet- 


St.  Alhallows  Honey-lane- 
St.  Alhallows  the  Lets  A- 


St.  Alhallows  Staining 
St.  Alhallows  the  Wall 
St.  Alphage 


St.  Andrew  Hubbard- 


St.  Andrew  Underilia  ft* 


St.  Andrew  Wardrobe - 

St.  Anne  Alderfgate 


St.  Anne  Black-Friers 

St.  Antholins - 

St.  Auftins 


St.  Bartholomew  Exchange 
St.  Bennet  Finch - 


St.  Bennet  Grace-church 
St.  Bennet  Pauls  Wharf— 
St.  Bennet  Sherehog 


St.  Botolph  Billinfgate 
Chrift  Church  - — 


St.  Ethelborough 

St.  Faiths  — - 

St.  Fofters 


Sr.  Chriftophers 


St.  Clements  Eaftcheap- 


St.  Dionys  Back-church  - 
St.  Dunltans  in  the  Eaft 


St.  Gabriel  Fenchurch 


unereds 

Flag. 

-  200 

121 

"  5 !4 

33c 

-  35 

16 

-  455 

426 

10 

5 

-  239 

x75 

t  90 

62 

-  1 85 

1 12 

-  500 

3  56 

'  27I 

rr5 

•  7i 

25 

-  274 

1 89 

476 

308 

282 

197 

-  S52 

4^7 

58 

35 

43 

20 

73 

5T 

47 

22 

57 

41 

355 

172 

1 1 

1 

83 

50 

^53 

457 

60 

47 

38 

20 

-  78 

27 

264 

150 

7C 

36 

J95 

10(5 

1 04 

70 

144 

io5 

69 

39 

St 

St 

St 

St. 

St. 

St 

St 

St 

St 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

Sr. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 

St. 
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.  George  Botolph-lane 
.  Gregories  by  Pauls  — 
Helens - — - - 


James  Dukes-place 
James  Garlickhith 


John  Baptift  Walbrook 

John  Evangelift  - 

.  John  Zachary - 


Katherine  Cree-church 
Lawrence  Jewry 


Lawrence  Pountney  — 
Leonard  Eaft  cheap 
Leonard  Fofter-lane 
Magnus 


Margaret  Lothbury  - 

Margaret  Moles - 

Margaret  New  Fifhftreet 
Margaret  Pattons  — 
Mary  Abchurch  - 


Mary  A  Jdermanbury 
Mary  Aldermary  - 

Mary-le-Bow - 

Mary  Bothaw - 


Mary  Colechurch - 

Mary  Hill  - - — 

Mary  Mou  nthaw - 

Mary  Someriet  - 

Mary  Stainings 


Mary  Woolchurch 
Mary  Wool  noth  • — 


Martins  ironmonger-lane 
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75 
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1 18 

138 

83 

9 

85 

54 

299 

213 

335 

201 

94 
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30 
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66 

38 
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75 
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55 

30 

17 

6 

94 

64 

56 

37 
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65 

33 

75 

38 
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St.  Martins  Ludgati 
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St.  Martins  Omars 

O 


St.  Martins  Outwich - 

St.  Martins  Vintrey - 

St.  Matthew  Friday -feet 


St.  Maudlins  Milk-ftret  — 
St.  Maudlins  Okl  Fiftftreet 
St.  Michael  Baflifhaw 


St.  Michael  Cornhil - 

St.  Michael  Crookcd-ane 
St.  Michael  Queenhiti  — 
St.  Michael  Quern  - —  - 
St.  Michael  Royal 


St.  Michael  Woodftret 
St.  Mildred  Rread-ftrtet 
St.  Mildred  Poultrey  — 
St.  Nicholas  Aeons 
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24 

44 
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52 
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St.  Nicholas  Coleabby  - — 
St.  Nicholas  Olaves  ’ _ 

St.  Olaves  Hart-ftrcct  - - 

St.  Olaves  Jewry  - 

St.  Olaves  Silver-ftreet - 


St.  Pancras  Soper-lane 
St.  Peters  Cheap 


St.  Peters  Cornhil 


St.  Peters  Pauls  Wharf  - 
St.  Peters  Poor 


St.  Stephens  Coleman-ftreet 

St.  Stephens  Walbrook - 

St.  S  with  ins - - — - 


St.  Thomas  Apoftle 
Trinity  Parifti  - 
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54 
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34 

93 

1*3 

lI5 


26 

46 
28 
9t 
62 

1 60 
32; 

132 

15 

35 

76 

86 

47 
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In  the  97  Par/JJjes  within  the  Walls,  Total  of  the  Funerals  15207  ;  Died  of  the  Plague  9887. 


St.  Andrew  Holborn - 

St.  Bartholomew  the  Great 
St.  Bartholomew  the  Lefts 
St.  Bridget  - 


V- 

Bridewel  PreciuT 


St.  Botolph  Alderfgate 


3958 

3103 

St.  Botolph  Aldgate, - 

4926 

4051 

493 

344 

St.  Botolph  Bilhopfgate  — 

3462 

2^00 

193 

139 

St.  Dunftans  in  the  Weft  — 

958 

661 

21 1 1 

1427 

St.  George  Southwark - 

1613 

1260 

230 

x79 

St.  Giles  Cripplegate  - 

8069 

4838 

997 

‘  755 

St.  Olaves  Southwark  - 

*4793 

2785 

St.  Saviours  Southwark . 
St.  Sepulchres 


St.  Thomas  Southwark* 

Trinity  Minories - 

At  the  Pefthoufe  — —  - 


4235 

+5°9 

475 

168 

15  9 


344<5 

2745 

371 

123 

1.56 


In  the  1 6  Parifhes  without  the  Walls,  Total  of  the  Funerals  41351  ;  Died  of  the  Plague  288S8. 


St.  Giles  in  the  Fields 
Hackney  Parifti  — 


St.  Katherines  1  ower 


• - 

4457 

3216 

— 

232 

132 

—  — 

1863 

1377 

956 

6ot 

Lambeth  Parifti 


St.  Leonards  Shoreditch  — 
St.  Magda.lens  Bermondftey 
St.  Mary  Newington  - - 


798 

537j 

2669 

1949 

l943 

1363 

1272 

1004 

696 


St.  Mary  Whitechappel  -  —  I4766 


Rotherhith  Parifti 
Stepney  Parifti 


304 


In  the  1 2  Parifhes  in  the  outer  Parts,  Total  of  the  Funerals  28  554;  Died  of  the  Plague  21420. 


—  18598  5583 


593 

3855 

210 


St.  Clements  Danes 


St.  Paul  Covent  Garden 


1969 

1319 

408 

261 

St.  Martins  in  the  Fields 
St.  Mary  Savoy  — _ . 


4804 

303 


2883 

198 


St.  Margarets  Weftminfter 
Whereof  at  the  Pefthoufe— 


47TC 


In  the  5  Parifhes  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Weftminfter,  Total  of  the  Funerals  1 2 1 94  ;  Died  of  the  Plague  84 


3742 
1  56" 


local  of  the  Funerals  —  y7]o 6. 

Died  of  the  Plague  —•  685^. 

Befdcs  many,  of  which  no  Account  wets  given  by  the  Parifh-Clerks,  and  who  were  privately  Buried. 


In  Page  r  2.  Line  z tit.  for  Eighty,  read  Eight  Tkwfand. 
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OF  THE 

Different  Caufes 

O  F 

tPeJlilential  <Difeafes9  &C. 

HERE  is  hardly  any  one 
Subject  more  largely  treated 
or  by  Phyfical  Writers,  than 
that  of  Pefiilential  Difeafes  \ 
and  the  Reafon  of  it  I  take  to 
be,  the  Frequency  in  all  Ages  and  Countries, 
£>f  Alarms  from  fuch  dreadful  Deftroyers^ 
and  the  uncommon  Impreffions  they  are 
apt  to  make  upon  the  Minds  of  thofe, 
whofe  Profeifion  naturally  leads  them  to 
enquire  into  their  Caufes.  But  in  this  it 
has  fared  as  with  all  the  other  Branches  of 

that  noble  Science.  The  Conjeftures  and 

■4  # 
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ppinions  of  Perfons  have  at  all  Times  be^n 

“*  •»  *  :  * 

too  much  influenced  by  the  Philofoghy  in 
Vogue,  infora uch  that  it  is  almoft  an  endlefs 
as  well  as  an  unprofitable  Task,  to  examine 
into  them  all:  And  as  fuch  an  Enquiry 
is  not  confiftent  with  the  intended  Brevity 
of  thefe  Pages,  I  ihall  pafs  them  by,  only 

.g  •'  'i  *  *  •*  * 

luft  taking  Notice  of  the  mold  conliderable 
Opinions,  under  which,  mod  that  has  been 
advanced  to  any  Purpose  may  be  reduced. 


ALL  Authors  upon  this  Subjeft,  may 
be  reduced  under  thefe  two  Sorts:  Such 
as  afcribe  them  to  the  immediate  Wrath 
of  Eea ven,  and  account  them  as  Punilh- 

:  .  V 

meats  indicted  by  the  immediate  Exertion 
of  a  Supernatural  Power ;  and  fuch  as  affig'n 
for  their  Origin  fome  natural  Caufe.  “ 


a  Kegard 


A  L  X  PI  O  XJ  G  PI  too  threat  _  _ 

cannot  be  had  to  the  Author  of  our  Beings, 
yet  Care  fkould  like  wife  be  taken,  not  to 
afcribe  every  Calamity  to  the  immediate 
Exertion  of  the  Almighty  Power  •  for  it 
ft-ems  much  more  worthy  of  the  Divine 
Being  f0  to  order  it,  that  fi-om  the  Courfe 
or  fecond  or  natural  Caufes, '  Puniihments 
pal1  Purfue  Offenders,  than  to  imagine  the 
frequent  Exertion  of  his  Power  if  a  Way 

per- 


of  peftilential  Vtfectfes.  %  3  | 
fupernaturai  to  infl'ft  fiich  Punilhments. 
But  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Reafon  to 
fulpeft,  that  the  Number  of  this  Se&  was 
very  much  increafed  by  fuch,  as  either 
out  of  Ignorance  in  other  Cauies,  or  out 

of  an  affe&ed  Devotion,  thought  it  their 

*  * 

Intered  to  come  into  this  Opinion,  and 
pretend  to  do  greater  Cures  by  certain  reli- 

■y 

gious  Performances,  and  their  Interceffion 
with  Heayen,  than  was  in  the  Power  of 
Medicine,  of  which  they  knew  but  very 
little. 

+  • 

O  F  thofe  that  affirm  feme  natural  Cauie* 
there  are  feveral  Opinions :  Some  afcribe 
them  to  aftral  Influences,  to  malign  Con- 
junctions  and  Radiations  of  the  Heavenly 

Bodies*  We  find,  from  the  mod  remote 

%  ^  <| 

Antiquity,  not  only  Tefiilential  Difeafes ,  but 
likewife  a  great  many  others,  afcribed  to 
the  dime  Cauies :  But  all  the  Reafonings 
about  this  Conjecture  have  been  very  obfcure 
and  perplexed  until  the  prefent  Age,  when 

k  .  « 

Sir  ffaac  Newton  fird  taught  Men  to  think 
judly,  and  talk  intelligibly  about  the  Mo¬ 
tions  an  J  Influences  of  thofe  remote  Bodies 
upon  our  Atmofphcrc :  And  upon  his  Theory 
Dr.  Mead  has  fince  further  proceeded  to 

determine  their  Efficacies  upon  humane 

Bodies. 
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Bodies.  By  which,  as  it  does  appear  th^t 
they  affeft  us  no  otherwife  than  as  they 
occaffon  the  feveral  Variations  of  the  Sea- 
fons,  and  different  ConfKtutions  of  the 
Air,  the  Reader  muff  be  left  to  the  Conff- 
deration  of  fuch  Caufes. 

V  i 

ANOTHER  Caufe  is  charged  upon 
Steams  and  Exhalations  from  putrefying 
Bodies.  There  are  Abundance  of  Inftances 
to  ffipport  this  Opinion,  that  manifeffly  dil- 
cover  very  fatal  Effects  from  fuch  Caufe. 
As  Battels  are  generally  fought  in  Summer? 
Time,  when  by  the  Heat  of  the  Sealon 
Things  are  moft  difpofed  to  Putrefaction, 
fo  it  has  often  been  obierved,  that  the  Plague 
has  appeared  after  great  Slaughters  of  Men 
in  Fight,  as  appears  by  undoubted  Teffi- 
mony  from  Julius  Alex  an  dr  in  us  (a),  Diodorus 
SiadtUy  and  a  great  many  others,  too  tedious 
to  mention.  Ambroje  Farrey  (b)  gives  a  Re¬ 
lation  of  a  Plague,  that  laid  waffe  almoff 
a  whole  Country,  which  had  its  Rife  from 
the  Stench  of  a  great  many  human  Car- 
cafes  that  were  thrown  into  one  Pit,  and 
left  Rotting  uncover’d.  Joannes  Wolfins  (c), 

Forejlus 

f*  11  — . .  ■  . .  ■  . . —  -  — 

(а)  De  Bello  Punico. 

(б)  Lib.  10.  Cap.  3. 

O)  Toni,  1.  memorab.  Cen^io. 


forefim  (d)y  the  abovementioned  Parrey  (e j, 
and  Agricola  (f)y  all  take  Notice  of  Plagues 
^riling  from  the  Stench  of  putrefying  Filh 
that  were  thrown  dead  upon  the  Shores. 

OTHER  Steams  of  the  lame  Efficacy 
frequently  arife  from  the  PutrefaCHons  of 
fiagnant  Waters,  and  other  Bodies,  which, 
in  fome  particular  Confutations  of  Air,  are 
apt  to  corrupt  and  emit  very  offenfive  Efflu¬ 
via.  Dr.  Mead  (g)  relates  from  Diogenes 
Laertius  (h)y  that  Emfe docles  oblerved  a  pe- 
ftilential  Difeafe  to  afftiCV  the  Salinuntij ,  from 
the  Putrefaction  of  a  certain  River  ^  to  re¬ 
medy  which,  he  contrived  to  have  the 
Streams  of  two  other  neighbouring  Rivers 
drained  into  it,  which,  by  their  Increafe 
of  the  Current,  with  an  additional  Weight 
and  Preffure  of  Water,  brought  the  former 
to  its  ufual  Sweetnefs,  and  lb  pqt  a  Stop  to 
the  Plague. 

T  O  this  Purpofe  Dr.  Plot  (*)  obferves, 
the  Reafons  why  Oxford  is  now  much  more 

health- 


(i)  Tn  hi s  Scholium  upon  Obf.  9.  Lib.tf. 
(e)  De  Pefte,  Lib.  6. 

If)  De  Pefle,  Lib.  1. 

(g'  Prsef.  de  Imperio  Solis  ac  Lunse,  <&c. 
(h)  Lib.  8.  Segon.  70. 

0  Nat.  {lift,  of-  Oxfordshire,  Chap,  2m 


2  2  6  The  Cdufes  and  Cure 

■healthful  than  heretofore,  to  be  the  Enlarge¬ 


ment  of  the  City,  whereby  the  Inhabitants, 
who  are  not  proportionably  increaled,  and 
not  fo  clofe  crowded  together }  and  the 
Care  of  the  Magiftrates  in  keeping  the  Streets 
clear  from  Filth  :  For  formerly  (he  fays,) 
they  ufed  to  kill  all  Manner  of  Cattle 
within  the  Walls,  and  fuffer  their  Dung  and 
Offals  to  lie  in  the  Streets.  Moreover,  a- 
foout  thole  Times  the  Ifis  and  Chermll ,  thro’ 
the  Carelefhefs  of  the  Townfmen;  being 
filled  with  Mud,  and  the  C.pmmon-Shores 


by  fuch  Means  flopped,  did  caufe  the  Afcent 

j  ♦  *  ,  *  r  a 

of  Malignant  Vapours  whenever  there  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  a  Flood.  But  fince  that,  by 

,9  \*y,  v  •  '  \ 

the  Care  and  at  the  Charge  of  Richard  Fox , 

I  t  • 

Bifhop  of  Winchefter ,  in  the  Year  1517,  thole 
Rivets  were  cleanfed,  and  more  Trenches 
cut  for  the  Waters  free  Paffage,  the  Town 
has  continued  in  a  very  healthful  Condi¬ 
tion  *,  and  in  a  particular  Manner  fo  free 
from  Peffilential  Difeafes,  that  the  Sicknefs 
in  1 665,  which  raged  in  moll  Parts  pf  tho 
liingdorn,  never  vifited  any  Perlon  there, 
although  the  Terms  were  there  kept,  and 
the  Court  and  both  Houles  of  Parliament 
did  there  reiidp. 


TO 


I 
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T  O  this  Caufe,  ’tis  very  probable,  is 
owing  the  Frequency  of  the  Plague  at  Grand 
Cairo  in  Egypt  y  and  in  the  Ifland  of  Sardinia, j 
as  Paufanias  and  others  relate :  Although 
indeed  Proffer  Alfimis  (a)  charges  a  great  deal 
of  the  Caufe  of  that  at  Cairo ,  upon  theR 
continual  Commerce  with  fuch  Nations  as 
are  feldom  without  fuch  infectious  Dileales. 
And  for  this  Reafon  it  is,  that  we  find  all 
thole  Countries,  which  moffc  abound  with 
Swamps  and  Standing-Waters,  to  be  maft 
unhealthful,  efpecially  in  the  hotteh  Seafons  $ 
except,  as  in  feveral  Parts  of  Italy ,  fuch  Lakes 
have  any  Communication  with  the  Sea,  or 
fome  large  Rivers.  To  this  purpofe  Pifo  (b) 
frequently  oblerves  thole  Places  to  be  moll 
fubjeCt  to  fuch  Calamities,  where  there  are 
conftant  Heat  and  fettled  Calms,  as  fuch  a 
Temperament  of  Air  moft  dilpofes  Bodies  to 
PutrefaCHon  and  Corruption,  as  in  St.  Tho~ 
mas  Ifland ,  and  Guinea  :  And,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  no'twithflanding  the  Intenlenefe  of 
Beat,  if  the  Fluids  are  but  agitated  by 
Winds,  Tides,  and  Currents,  there  is  little 
Danger  of  fuch  Difeafes  \  and  the  iefs  fliH, 

the  more  regular  and  conftant  the  Sealbns  are 

upon 


(a^  De  Medicin.  Egypt.  Lib.  1.  Cap,  15. 
(?)  Hid,  India  and  Brafih 
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ttpon  cither  Accounts :  By  which  Means  it 
is?  that,  between  the  Tropich,  and  even  under 
the  Equator,  it  is  very  healthful. 

UNDER  this  Head  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  obferve,  that  too  fcarity  and  mean 
a  Dietj  and  Feeding  upon  unripened  un¬ 
found  Fruit%  are  frequently  charged  with 
a  Share  in  Mifchiefs  of  this  kind.  Joftphus 
(a)  and  Julius  Cafar  (bj9  amongft  Hiftorians  y 
Forefius,  (c)  and  feveral  other  phyfical  Wri¬ 
ters,  give  Accounts  of  Plagues  from  the  like 
Caufes.  Galen  (d)  is  very  pofitive  in  this 
Matter  •  and  in  one  Place  ( e )  accufes  his 
great  Matter  Hippocrates  with  NeglefHng  too 
much  the  Confequence  of  a  bad  Diet,  and 
aferibing  fome  Mifchiefs  arifmg  from  thence 
to  a  bad  Air.  And  upon  this  is  grounded 
the  common  Opinion  of  a  Plagues  following 
a  Famine -7  in  which  Circum  fiances,  the  poor¬ 
er  fort,  who  feed  meanefi,  generally  fuffer 
rnoft,  as  it  frequently  happens  in  long  Sieges, 
and  Armies  ill  fuppiied  with  Provihons.  Thus 

Tra- 


(ai  De  Be’Io  Juddico ,  Lib.  7.  Cap.  2 6. 

O  De  Bello  Civil/ ,  Lib..  2. 

(c)  Lib.  6  Obler.  9.  and  26. 

(a)  Liu.  1.  qc  difrer.  ieb.  Cap.  3. 6c  de  cibismdi  $£ 

bom  iucci. 

(e)  Comment,  in  Lib.  dg  iwtalium,  text.  4. 
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Travellers  report,  that  Sun  at  in  the  Eaft-fa* 
dies  is  feldom  or  never  free  from  a  Plague^ 
which  is  aferibed  to  the  mean  Diet  of  the 
Natives,  who  are  Banians ,  and  feed  on  little 
elie  than  Herbs,  Water,  Rice,  and  filch  like 
pitiful  Fare  j  for  it  is  obferved,  that  the 
Europe  irfs  who  trade  there,  are  in  no  Danger 
6f  being  infefted,  becaule  they  feed  well  on 
Fleih,  and  drink  Wine,  which  fecures  them 
againft  thofe  malignant  Difeafes. 

A  Third  Gaufe  is  aferibed  to  Mineral 
Eruptions  and  fubterraneOus  Exhalations. 
Pefiilences  from  this  Caufe  are  more  infre¬ 
quent  than  from  feveral  others  ^  becaufe  fuch 
Eruptions  hardly  ever  happen  but  upon 
Earthquakes,  or  Breaking  into  the  Bowels 
of  the  Earth  by  Mines,  Pits,  Wells,  and  the 
like  \  and  then  too,  in  Order  to  produce  a 
P eft  Hence }  it  is  neceffary  that  whatfoever  ex¬ 
hales  and  mixes  with  the  ambient  Aiiv 
muft  be  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  to  render  it 
mirefpirable  *,  or  to  communicate  by  it  fuch 
Particles  to  the  Animal  Juices  as  will  per¬ 
vert  their  natural  Crafis,  and  diEurb  their 
due  Secretions ;  which  does  not  often  hap^ 
pen,  for  there  are  frequent  Shocks  of  the 
Earth  from  intefline  Fermentations,  which 
are  not  followed  by  any  fuch  Mifchiefs,  as 

they 


t 
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4.  ’  $ 

they  happen  only  from  the  Struggle  of  XucJi 

>  % 

Principles,  as  when  they  have  got  Vent,  nei¬ 
ther  of  themfelves,  or  by  any  Thing  emit- 
ted  with  them,  are  of  that  difagreeable  Na¬ 
ture,  as  to  give  any  Difturbance  to  the  Ani¬ 
mal  O  Economy; 

C  R  O  LV  S  de  la  Fortty  ( a )  indeed,  as 
well  as  feveral  others,  lays  great  Strefs  upon 
Caufes  of  this  kind,  and  charges  Fefiilential 
Difiafes  chiefly  to  Mineral  Exhalations  of 
divers  kinds  j  as  jirfenicaly  Mercurial^  Sulfhu - 
rou-y  See.  which  he  imagines  the  ambient 
Air  often  to  be  overcharged  with,  either 
from  the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  Earthquakes,  or 
fubterraneous  Fifes.  To  all  this,  Perfons  of 
different  Opinion  objeff,  the  Infrequency  of 
Plagues  in  Calabria ‘  Ndptejy  and  feveral  Parts 
df  Sicily y  where  there  are  manifeflly  very 
great  fubterraneous  Fires,  fdch  as  occafion 
violent  Earthquakes,  and  many  furious  and 
plentiful  Eruptions  of  metallick  and  mi¬ 
neral  Fumes.  A  very  diflintt  Relation  of 
ivhich,  from  his  own  Knowledge,  may  be' 
met  with  from  Dr.  Bernard  Connory  (h)  who 
has  been  very  curious  in  his  Enquiries  here- 
into.  BUT 


(a)  Differf.  de  Pefte. 

w)  De  monds  Veluvij  Incendio. 


BUT  however  Authors  differ  upon  this 
Head,  feveral  very  odd  Relations  are  to  be 
met  with  in  Hiftory  of  malignant  and  dead¬ 
ly  Sickneiles  from  thefe  Gaufes.  That  Story 
is  very  ftrange  which  is  related  by  Ammianm 
Marcellinus ,  (a)  and  taken  Notice  of  by  Cardan 
and  Rio  l  arms,  that  a  mod:  grievous  Peftilence 
broke  out  in  Scleucia ,  which,  from  thence  to 
Parthia ,  Greece ±  and  Italy ,  Ipread  it  felf  thro3 

’’  «.  JS  / 

a  great  part  of  the  World,  from  the  Opening 
an  ancient  Vault  in  the  Temple  of  Apollo ,  and 
that  it  raged  with  lo  much  Fury,  as  to  fweep 
away  a  third  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe 
Countries  it  viilted; 

I  T  is  needlefs  to  trouble  the  Reader  with 
many  Relations  of  the  fudden  and  ft  range 
Effects  of  fome  Steams  arifing  from  Mines 
and  Pits,  which  are  ^generally  termed  by  our 
Colliers  Damps,  becaufe  almoft  every  Body  h?s 
Already  been  acquainted  with  fuch  Accounts* 

DR.  Plot  (P)  tells  us.  That  about  Twenty 
Years  fince,  two  Perfons  were  employed  to 
dig  a  Well  in  the  Parifli  of  North -Leigh  in 

R  Oxford * 


(s)  Hift.  73*  .  .  f 

(£)  Nat.  Hill,  of  Oxfordshire,  Chap.  3.  Par,  3  ii 
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Oxfordjbire ,  but  upon  being  taken  ill,  left  off 
the  Work:  Whereupon  it  was  undertaken 
by  two  others  of  W oodfiock  y  who,  before 
they  could  do  any  thing  confiderable  in  it, 
limk  down,  and  died  irrecoverably  in  the 
Well :  Which  being  perceived  by  a  Miller 
hard  by,  and  he  coming  to  their  Affiftance, 
fell  down  dead  upon  them.  Another  alfo 
venturing  to  do  the  fame,  with  a  Rope  tied 
about  him,  fell  from  the  Ladder  juft  in  the 
fame  Manner }  and  though  prefently  drawn 
up  by  the  People  above,  yet  he  was  fcarcely 
recover’d  in  an  Hour  or  more.  And  fine© 
therij  upon  a  Bucket’s  falling  into  a  Well  in 
another  Part  of  the  Town,  a  Woman  per- 
fwaded  a  ftrong  lufty  Man  to  go  down  a 
Ladder  to  fetch  it,  who,  by  that  Time  he 
had  got  half  way  down,  fell  from  the  Lad¬ 
der  into  the  Well  •  upon  which,  the  Woman 
called  another  of  her  Neighbours  to  his  Aftl- 
ftance,  who,  much  about  the  fame  Place, 
met  with  the  fame  Fate,  without  giving  the 
leaf:  Sign  of  Change  \  lb  fatal  ( fays  the 
Dcffor)  are  the  Damps  of  that  Place.  Dr. 
Boot  (a)  tells  a  Story  that  happened  at  Duh? 
Un  in  Ireland ,  juft  of  the  fame  Nature.  And 

in. 


(a)  Nat.  Hid.  Cap.  18,  Seft.  4, 


In  the  Fhilofophical  TrdnfaShions  (a there 
are  the  like  Relations  of  Damps  in  the 
Coal-Mines  belonging  to  the  Lord  Sinclair 
in  Scotland . 

THE  moft  furprizing  Effeft  of  thefe 
fubterraneous  Effluvia  that  I  ever  met  with^ 
is  in  a  Relation  of  Dr.  Bernard  Connor ,  of 
certain  Perfons  in  Baris  digging  deep  in  a 
Vault  or  Cellar,  who  were  fo  fuddenly 
transfixed  by  fome  fubtile  Vapour,  that 

when  a  Servant-Maid  came  down  to  fpeak 

•  *  *> 

with  them,  fhe  found  them  in  Poftures  as  if 
at  Work  ;  one  with  his  Pick-x4x  advanced,’ 
another  with  his  Shovel  full  of  Earth,  half 
lifted  up,  and  a  Woman  fitting  by  with 
her  Arm  upon  her  Knee,  her  Head  leaning 
upon  that  Hand,  with  manifeft  Expe£tati- 
ons  in  her  Countenance  of  what  they  were 
in  Search  after. 

THE  fame  Author,  from  his  own  Know-* 

.i,  * 

ledge,  gives  a  very  exaft  Account  of  a 
Grotta  in  Italy,  much  talked  of,  and  com¬ 
monly  called  la  Grotta  de  cam ,  by  this  Au¬ 
thor,  Cryfta  Kvvntiis  j  But  Dr.  Mead  hath 

R  i  fince, 

-  - _  •  •  —  . . —  ■  ,  :,n.  ■  ■■  ~ 
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fin#e,  from  his  own  Knowledge  a  lib,  given? 
a  very  particular  and  rational  Account  ,  ©f 
this  Place,  and  the  Manner  of  its  killing  ; 
to  whom  therefore  the  Reader  may  turn 
for  further  Satisfaction* 


ANOTHE  R,  and  mote  general  Caufe 
than  any  hitherto  mentioned  of  thefe  Ma¬ 
ladies,  is  fome  bad  and  unwholfome  Con- 
hitution  of  Air.  Such  Conflitutions  may 
arife  from  feveral  Caufes,  which  although 
they  affeCt  us  in  different  Manners,  yet  as 
they  are  equally  fatal,  we  call  them  all 
Malignant  or  Peflilential- :  In  Order  there¬ 
fore  to  underhand  the  better  how  we  are 
differently  affected  by  thofe  different  Con- 
ffitutions,  it  will  be  proper  to  confider  them 
fomewhat  dihinCtly,  under  thefe  general 
Heads,  viz,*  A  dry  hot  Air,  hot  and  moifi ,  cold 
and  moifi ,  and  cold  and  dry  *  to  which  moft 
Variations  of  Air  may  d>e  reduced. 


THAT  from  the  feveral  Conhitutions 


of  Air,  our  Bodies  are  differently  affected  *, 
and  that  mod  Difeales  are  in  fome  Meafure 


more  or  lefs  influenced  thereby,  is  quite  out 
of  Difpute.  Hippocrates^  in  a  great  many 
Places  declares  himfelf  of  this  Mind:  Ris 
whole  thira  Section  of  Aphorifms  is  a  Proof 


of  peftiiential  Difeafes.  24*5 
-of  it ;  and  in  feveral  Places  (a)  he  difcovers 
his  Opinion,  that  Teflilential  Difeafes  have 
their  Rife  from  hence.  Galen ,  his  bell  In¬ 
terpreter,  underffood  his  73  which 

fome  will  have  to  be  meant  of  fomewhat 
Divine,  or  the  immediate  Hand  of  God,  to 
be  nothing  elie  but  a  particular  Gonftitu- 
tion  of  Air  arifing  from  natural  Caufes  * 
and  that  he  was  of  the  fame  Mind  him- 

leif,  is  very  plain  from  his  own  Writings  (b). 

"  •'  ■  ■  ■ifori  f 

I  T  is  almofl  endlefs,  as  well  as  altogether 
needlefs,  to  cite  all  the  Authorities  for  this 
Opinion,  that  might  be  collefted  from  the 
mod;  remote  Antiquity  down  to  the  pre- 
fent  Age.  We  fhall  therefore  proceed  to 
confider  the  different  Conffitutions  of  Air, 
according  to  the  forementioned  DiftinfHon ; 
premiling  only,  that  the  Terms  Hot,  Cold ,  &c. 

are  ufecl  in  a  twofold  Senfe,  the  one  Is  Ab~ 

* 

folute ,  and  the  other  Relative  ;  by  the  former, 
viz,.  Abfol-ute  Heat ,  Cold ,  &c.  is  underflood 
one  fimple  Property  of  the  Air  only,  as  it 
is  different  not  in  Degree,  but  in  Quality 
from  others  :  By  the  latter,  that  is.  Relative 
Heat ,  &c.  Is  meant  certain  Degrees  ©f  thole 

R  3  Pro- 


a)  Vid.  Epidem,  and de  Aere,  Aquis  &  I.ocis, 

b)  Vid.  Comment,  in  Epidem.  Hfypwram. 
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Properties :  As  the  fame  Air  may  at  the 
fame  Time  be  faid  properly  to  be  both 
Hot  and  Cola,  or  Dry  and  Moift,  as  it 
compared  with  another  Air,  either  Hotter 
or  Colder,  Dryer,  or  Moifter  ^  for  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  a  hotter  Air,  it  will  be  termed  cold, 
when  at  the  fame  Time  if  it  be  compared 
to  a  colder  Air,  it  would  be  accounted  hot : 
And  lb  of  the  reft.  To  which  Diftin&ion, 
it  is  very  neceffary  to  have  conftant  Regard 
to  avoid  Confuftom 

TH©SE  Countries  where  the  Air  is 
hot  and  dry  for  the  greateft  Part,  are  re¬ 
lated  to  be  healthful,  and  free  from  Fefillen 
tial  Difeafes ,  except  where  there  are  great 
Swamps  and  ftagnant  Waters,  or  by  any 
accidental  Caufes  Bodies  are  expofed  there, 
to  Putrefaction,  the  Steams  of  which  render 
Perfons  Difeafed.  In  fuch  Countries,  for 
the  rnoit  Part  of  the  Year,  there  is  but  very 
little  Rain,  and  the  Nights  are  compara¬ 
tively  colder  than  eifewhere,  from  the 
great  Dews  which  then  fail.  As  Flfo  (a) 
informs  us,  that  the  colder  the  Nights  are 
in  Brajily  and  the  more  plentifully  the  Dews 

fall. 


M  Hift.  Ind.  &  BraJiL 
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fall,  the  Inhabitants  account  it  moft  agree¬ 
able  to  their  Soil,  and  conducive  to  Vege¬ 
tation^  and  Phyficians  reckon  it  much  the 
mo  it  healthful  for  the  Inhabitants* 

THE  Heat  of  the  Air  alone,  where  it 
as  conftant  and  uniform,  does  not  appear 
to  render  Perfons  born  in  it,  or  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  it,  any  more  unhealthful,  than 
that  which  is  more  temperate.  Ariftotlc* 
indeed  fays,  a  hot  and  dry  Southerly  Wind 
will  bring  a  Feftilence  }  but  of  fucli  we  have 
very  few  Inftances,  efpecially  on  this  Part 
of  the  Globe.  There  is  in  Livy  (a)  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  a  Tlague  at  Rome,  from  a  great 
Drought  y  and  JSlicep horns  ( h )  relates  fuch 
another :  But  thefe  generally  come  from 
fome  other  manifeft  Caufes  befides  Heat* 
and  in  Places  not  accuftomed  to  a  dry  Air. 

• 

B  U  T  a  hot  and  moiR  Air  is  very  diffe¬ 
rent.  By  Moifiy  is  meant  what  arifes  from 
fudden  or  long  Rains.  This  is  the  Confli- 
tution  of  Air  that  moil  Authors  charge 
with  being  the  greateil  Inftrument  in  T,s~ 

R  4  fiilmtial 

*  Probl.  1. 

(a)  Lib.  1.  Decaf  4. 

if)  Lib.  15.  Cap.  jo. 
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flilential  Diftemfers.  Hipocrates  (c)  afcribes 
a  great  deal  to  fuch  an  Air,  and  relates  a 
Teftilence  that  had  its  Rife  from  great  Heat, 
joined  with  Southerly  Winds  and  much  Rain. 
Galen  is  of  the  fame  Mind,  as  appears  from 
feveral  of  his  Writings  (d),  with  many 
others  too  tedious  to  mention.  The  Truth 
of  this  is  likewife  manifeft  from  the 
Hiftories  of  thole  Countries,  where  there 
are  long  fettled  Heats,  and  afterwards  much 
Rain,  as  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Eafl-Indies, 
which  are  known  at  fuch  Times  to  be  molt 
grievoufly  affhiled  with  Fevers  and  Difeales 
of  a  very  malignant  Kind.  The  fame  we 
are  informed  of  from  fome  Places  in  Afrlcay 
(V),  viz,.  That  if  Showers  fall  foon  upon 
the  fultry  Heats  of  July  and  AuguBy  pefti- 
lential  Diftempers  certainly  enfue.  It  may 
be  generally  oblerved  here  too  in  our  own 
Climate,  that  rhe  moft  m ..healthful  Times 
are  after  warm  Rains,  and  the  more  if  the 

Air  is  then  agitated  but  little  with  Winds. 

•  » 

FROM 


(c)  Epidem.  Lib.  2  &  3.  de  Aere  Aquis  &  Locis. 
ph.  11.  Se&.  3. 

(d)  omment.  in  Epidem.  Lib.  3.  de  differ.  Febr.Cap. 
4.  de  Temperam,  Lib.  1  Cap.  4. 

(e)  Vid.  Purch&s  PiJgr.  Lib.  C  C.  *.  as  alfo  Joan.  Leg 

Hift.  Afi'ti.Lib.  1,  Cap.  X.  ■  •• 


I 


« 

F  R  O  M  a  cold  and  molft  Air,  we  have 
little  complained  of,  as  to  their  occafion- 
ing  thefe  Difeafes,  unlefs  fuch  a  Conftitu-* 
tion  fets  in  immediately  upon  a  contrary 
Extream  ^  for  all  hidden  Changes  of  Wea^ 
ther  are  more  or  lefs  unhealthful,  as  well 
as  in  other  Refpe£ls  of  living  for  which 
Reafon  particularly,  Corn.  Celfw  advifes  to  be 
very  flow  in  all  Alterations  of  Moment : 
And  Santtorim  frequently  inculcates  the  fame 
in  his  Afhorifmsj  and  tells  us  (a)  how  it  is 
hurtful,  both  to  go  fuddenly  out  of  a  hot 
Air  into  a  cold  one,  and  out  of  a  cold  Air 
into  a  hot  one  *,  and  is  alfo  very  particular 
( [l 7)  in  the  Inconveniencies  of  fuch  a  Con- 
ftitution  of  Air  we  are  now  fpeaking  of, 
letting  in  after  the  Heat  of  Summer.  Hi¬ 
pocrates  (c)  does  tell  us  of  a  Teftilence  from  long 
continued  cold  Rains,  as  likewife  does  Fer- 
nelius  (/),  but  fuch  Inftances  are  not  common. 

THE  lah  Conftitution  of  Air  we  are 
to  take  Notice  of,  is  that  which  is  cold 
and  dry,  againft  which  there  are  a  great 

many 

 t  

(a)  Medicina  Static?.  Seel.  2.  Aph,  18. 

(b)  Ibid.  Aph.  6,  and  29. 

( c )  Lib.  3.  Epidem. 

(d)  De  Abdit.  Lib*  2*  Cap.  1'$, 
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many  very  heavy  Complaints.  Galen  writes 
pf  a  moft  Raging  Peftilence  about  Aquileia 
in  Italy y  that  began  in  the  very  Middle  of 
Winter,  and  had  its  manifeftCaule  in  ex- 
tream  Cold.  Fernelim  ( a )  afferts  the  Rife  of 
feveral  Peftilences  from  the  fame  Caufes: 
As  alfo  does  Mor  elites  (b)  obferve  great  Ma¬ 
lignities  to  proceed  from  fome  Northerly 
cold  Winds.  Tttm  Livy  (c)  likewife  men¬ 
tions  a  PeJHlential  Confiitution  arifing  from 
antenfe  Cold  ^  but  Fhyjlcal  Hiftories  abound 
with  fuch  Relations.. 

O  F  the  ftrange  and  Hidden  Effeds  of 
intenfe  fCold  and  dry  Winds,  we  have  very 
furprizing  Accounts  from  thofe  who  have 
travelled  into  Countries  where  they  are  the 
moft  frequent*  Dr.  Bernard  Connor  (L)  before- 
mentioned,  relates.  That  when  he  was  in 
Poland ,  it  was  affected  to  him  by  very  cre¬ 
ditable  Teftimonies,  that  it  frequently  hap¬ 
pens  in  Lithuania }  and  fome  of  the  Northern 
T  rads  of  Mufcovy  and  Tart  ary' \  thatiffome- 
.  times,  through  the  Negled  of  the  Shepherds, 
their  fraall  Cattle,  as  Sheep ,  QoatSy  and  the 

like. 


{a)  Ibid. 

W  De  Febr.  pvrp.  Cap.  s. 

\c)  Lib.  5 .  decad. , 

(d)  Dc  Antris  Lethifcris.  Art.  a. 


gf  peftikntial  Difeafes.  i  j  i 
like,  be  left  expofed  in  the  Night-time  to 
the  Northerly  Winds,  they  are  frequently  found 
next  Morning  perfectly  ft  iff  and  dead,  in 
the  fame  Pofture  as  they  are  wont  to  be 
in  at  their  Stalls  and  Cribs  :  And  there  are 
divers  Accounts  of  Perfons  in  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries,  who  have  been  fo  fuddenly  transfixed, 
ftiffened,  and  killed  by  thofe  Blaffis,  as  to 
have  continued  on  Horfeback  in  the  fame 
Poffure  as  when  Living,  till  the  Horfe,  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Road,  has  brought  them 
to  their  Journey’s  End  :  And  the  above- 
mentioned  Phyfician  (a)  tells  us,  that  when 
he  was  at  Brujfels ,  he  was  informed  by  a 
Sfanijh  Captain,  that  of  a  Party  of  Horfe  that 
was  lent  out  for  Booty  in  a  very  cold  Seafon 
one  by  Accident  loft  the  reft  of  the  Body  ^ 
and  Riding  ab.out  fome  time,  before  he  could 
find  his  Way,  or  any  Refrefhment,  he  was 
.  fo  transfixed  with  the  Cold  as  to  be  quite 
killed,  but  continued  on  Horleback  in  the 

y  ? 

Pofture  of  a  Live  Perfon,  until  his  Horfe  at 
Lift  happened  to  find  the  Way  back  to  his 
Quarters,  whither  his  Company  had  before 
got,  and  miffing  him,  feared  he  had  fallen 
into  the  Enemies  Hands ;  but  when  they 

came 


(a)  Loco  cif. 
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came  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  fafe 
Return,  they  went  fo  near  as  to  ipeak  to 
him,  and  take  hold  of  him,  before  they  per¬ 
ceived  him  to  be  dead. 

T  O  Blafls  of  this  kind  it  undoubtedly  is, 
that  Fruit  Trees  and  Plante  do  fo  frequently 
fuffer,  e lpecis.il y  after  a  warm  early  Spring, 
after  the  vegetable  luices  have  began  to  rife 
and  fhoot  into  Buds  and  Leaves.  Infiances 
of  this  Nature  we  frequently  find  in  our 
own  Countrey  *  and  I  have  had  Opportunity 
to  obferve,  more  than  once,  that  upon  fuch 
Blafls^  the  Trees  have,  on  that  fide  towards 
the  Wind,  been  in  one  Night’s  Time  quite 
changed  in  the  Colour  of  the  Leaves  ;  and 
fonie,  of  the  moil:  tender  fort,  almofl  dripped 
bare,  their  Leaves  falling  oif  dry,  as  in  Au- 
tm?W‘ 

B  U  T  there  is  fomething  yet  further,  be- 
fiies  particular  Conilitutlons  of  Air,  that  is- 
taken  Notice  off  by  Phyficians,  as  a  general 
Caufe  of  Maladies  of  this  kind  ^  and  that  is 
what  is  commonly  called  Contagion  or  Infc&i- 
m  *,  by  this  Term  Contagion ,  is  underflood  a 
Diieale  anfing  from  the  Contact  of  iiich  Bo¬ 
dies  or  Particles  as  have  in  them  a  Power 
oi:  Altering  the  due  Craiis  of  a  healthful 

Per  fon. 


Perfon,  and  inducing  Rill  one  common » Dif- 
eafe  y  thefe  Particles  are  generally  called  by 
Phyfical  Writers  Contagiofa ,  or  Con ~ 

tagij  Seminut  y  and  the  Difference  of  Pefff- 
lences  arifing  from  thefe  Caufes  feems  much 
to  differ  from  what  have  been  hitherto  ta¬ 
ken  Notice  of,  as  the  former  cannot  be  hum- 
ned  but  by  quite  leaving  the  difeafed  Cli¬ 
mate,  or  by  fuch  a  Strength,  or  Turn  of 
GonRitution,  as  reRRs,  or  yeilds  not  to  th© 
general  Diforder  y  whereas  in  this  lafb  Cafe, 
a  Perfon  feems  to  be  equally  fafe  in  any  Air 
that  is  not  impregnated  with  thefe  conta¬ 
gious  Effluvia,  and  the  greateR  Danger  arifes 
from  the  Nearnefs  to  difeafed  Perfbns,  or 
whatfoever  elfe  is  capable  of  harbouring  thole 
mifchievous  and  fecret  Meffengers,  as  the 
Poet  (a)  takes  Notice. 

>  .  t 

Quo  proprior  quifq\  eft ,  fervitq y  fidelius  agro 
In  partem  Lethi  citius  venk.~* 

THE  HiRories  of  Phyfxck  abound  with 
Relations  of  Peftilences  from  no  other  Caufe 
than  what  arifes  from  the  Importation  of 
the  Difeafe,  if  it  may  be  fo  termed.  From 

diftant 

/  ' 


(a)  Ovid,  Metam,  lib,  7. 
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dihant  Countries  ^  and  fometmes  not  By  Per- 
fons  then! (elves  diftempered^  but  by  the 
Conveyance  of  thefe  Pcfiilential  Aiiafms  in 
their  Cloaths  or  Wares  imported  in  the  Way 
of  Trade.  Fracaflorius^  ( a )  an  eminent  Italian 
Phyiician,  tells  us,  That  in  the  Year  Fifteen 
Hundred  and  Eleven,  when  the  Germans  were 
in  Polfeiiionof  Verona ,  there  arofe  a  deadly 
Difeale  amongft  the  Soldiers  from  the  Wear¬ 
ing  only  a  Coat  purchafed  for  a  finall  Value  ^ 
for  it  was  obferved,  that  every  Owner  of  it 
foon  fickened  and  died ;  until,  at  laft,  the 
Caufe  was  fo  manifeftly  from  fome  Infection 
in  the  Coat,  that  it  was  ordered  to  be 
burned.  Ten  Thoufand  Perfons,  he  fays 
were  computed  to  fall  by  this  Plague  be¬ 
fore  it  ceafed. 

FROM  the  fame  Caufe,  that  is,  infefted 
Garments,  and  Merchandize,  Mer  curtails 
takes  Notice  of  a  Plague  in  his  Time  at 
Venice  y  and  Apfiams  Alexandrians  (Id)  affures 
us,  that  the  Celtay  after  a  Conqueh  over  the 
Illyricij  and  in  Poifeilion  of  their  Plunder* 
ivere  infected  with  a  grievous  Plague,  which 
the  Illy  riel  then  laboured  under.  Thycidides 

alio* 


(.4)  De  morbis  contag;  lib.  2,  Crip.  7, 
W  De  Bello  Illyrico. 
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alfo,  in  his  Relation  of  the  Plague  at  Athens 
/  _  ^ 

intimates.  That  it  was  brought  from  fome 

Part  of  Ethiopia  by  the  like  Means.  And 

trofper  Atfinus  (a),  before  mentioned,  feems  to 

lay  the  greateft  Strefs  for  the  Frequency  of 

the  Plague  at  Grand  Cairoy  to  the  Traffick 

with  thole  Countries  as  are  hardly  ever  free 

from  Fefiilential  Difeafes,  A  great  many  Phy- 

ficians  have  charged  the  Plague  in  Sixteen 

hundred  and  lixty  three  at  Amflerdamy  to  the' 

Infection  of  fome  Fefiilential  Miafms  which 

were  tranfported  from  Smyrna  and  Algiers ^ 

then  much  infected  with  fuch  Difeafes,  with 

fome  Merchandize^  by  which  Means  like  wife 

it  was  conjectured  foon  afterwards  to  reach 
# 

London ,  and  feveral  other  Parts  of  End  and* 
as  it  appears  from  the  preceding  Account' 
of  Dr.  Hodges .  To  this  Purpofe  I  remember 
to  have  read  a  ftraiige  Story,  fome  where  in 
Balers  Chronicle,  of  a  great  Rot  amongft: 
Sheep,  which  was  not  quite  rooted  out  un¬ 
til  about  Fourteen  Years  Time,  that  was 
brought  into  England  by  a  Sheep  bought  for' 
its  uncommon  Largenefs,  in  a  Country  then 
iiafefted  with  the  fame  Diftemper  ;  And 
upon  this  Account  it  is  that  the  Prudence 


jU)  De  Medic.  Egypt 
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of  thofe  Nations  and  States  are  to  be  jufil- 
fed,  who  enjoin  all  Perfons  and  Merchandize 
From  infefted  Countries,  to  ftay  a  certain 
Time  upon  their  Coafts  and  Boraers  before- 
they  are  fuffefed  to  intermix  with  a  health¬ 
ful  People  *  having  by  fuch  Inffances  as  here 
mentioned  been  juftly  alarmed  at  the  In- 
croachiiient  of  fuch  dreadful  Deftroyers. 

THESE  Hiitorical  Fragments  are  put 
together,  in  Order  to  apprize  thofe  Readers 
who  have  not  been  very  converfant  with 
Things  of  this  Kind,  with  the  various  Ways 
by  which  the  moft  dangerous  Difeafes,  and 
even  fudden  Death,  may  be  introduced  into 
our  Cdnftitutidns,  by  the  Agency  of  very 
minute  and  unheeded  Caufes  and  likewife 
the  better  to  fupport  the  Diftiifftion  ne^ 
ceilary  to  be  made  between  Epidemic  Dift 
eales,  and  a  Contagion  j  as  well  as  to  illuftrate 
the  Manner  whereby  the  latter  lubfifts, 
fpreacls,  and  proves  fatal,  when  the  Caufes 
producing  the  former  are  abfent. 

Epidemic  Difeafes  of  all  Kinds  and  De¬ 
grees  of  Exacerbation,  have  their  Rife  from 
tome  common  Caule,  that  affects  all  within 
its  Extent,  more  or  lefs,  in  Proportion  to  the 
particular  Fitrxefs  of  different  Conffitutions 
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to  be  affefted  by  it :  And  by  the  BeltinUn 

» ■  v 

f)o£lrine  we  are  taught,  how  all  thofe 
Changes  are  made  in  the  Blood,  when 
thrown  into  a  Fever  by  there  Caufes,  even 
from  the  moft  iimple  Ephemera ,  to  the  moil 
complicated  and  malignant  Cafes  whatfoever  7 
to  which  therefore  the  Reader  muft  be 
referred,  for  a  clear  Underftanding  of  fuch 
Matters  7  it  being  fufficient  to  our  Purpofe 
here  to  obferve,  that  he  demoufirates  all 
Fevers  to  be  attended  with  fome  Fault  in 
the  Blood’s  Motion,  Quantity,  or  Quality, 
or  in  fome  or  all  of  them  together  *  and 
that  its  chief  Fault  in  Quality,  (which  is 
mof  to  the  prefent  Cafe)  confifs  in  an 
unequable  Fluidity,  fome  Parts  of  it  being 
rendered  thinner,  and  others  thicker  at  the 
fame  Time,  than  in  a  natural  State ;  not 
unlike  what  happens  to  all  coagulated  Li- 
*  quors. 

FROM  this  Condition  of  Blood,  this 
great  and  wonderful  Man  goes  on  to  iliew, 
through  the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Propofi- 
tions,  that  the  coagulated  Part,  which  he 
commonly  diftinguiihes  by  the  Ns  me  of 
Lentor ,  does  accumulate  in  the  capillary 
VefTels  until  their  Endeavours  of  Reftitu- 
tion,  as  in  all  Elaftick  Bodies,  are  greater 

S  than 
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than  the  protruding  Force,  when  by  the 

'*  ,  •  >  v- 

Arteries  Re-a£lion  upon  it,  the  Lentor  is 

j-  ■  :  f 

JLook,  diflodged,  and  waffled  away  into  the 
Veins,  and  ordinary  Courfe  of  Circulation, 
there  continuing  its  Progrefs  till  it  is  either 
fitted  for  feme  Secretion  and  Evacuation,  or 
again  lodged  in  the  Capillaries,  to  bring  on 
a  new  Paroxyfin. 

THIS  unequable  Fluxiiity  of  the  Blood 
ariles  from  two  general  Caufes,  either  from: 
fiich  Means  as  dimmifh  its  Motion,  or 
from  the  Mixture  of  fuch  Particles,  as 
cannot  only  of  themfelves  be  reduced  by 
the  digeftive  Powers  into  homogeneous 

i-  >».  X  » 

Bilpofitions  therewith ;  or  as  have  a  Faculty 
to  put  in  Fufion  fome  Parts  of  the  Mafs^ 
and  leave  the  other  thicker  than  before • 
fchefe  are  particularly  enumerated,  and  their 
Ways  of  Operation  diftin&ly  demonftrated 
by  Bellini . 

>  - 

CONFORMABLE  to  this  Change 
in  the  Blood,  which  is  the  common  Prom- 
ptuary  of  all  the  other  animal  Fluids,  eveiy 
Thing  feparated  from  it  hath  fome  cor- 
refppndent  Affeftions  *7  and  the  nervous  Fluid 
in  particular,  which  is  feparated  from  a 
Mafs  fo  unequally  fluid,  cannot  but  in  it 
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lelf  have  l'ome  Parts  too  fine,  and  others 
too  grofs,  befides  the  Inequalities  in  the 
Times  and  Quantities  of  its  Separation  £ 
from  all  which  the  fame  x4uthor  accounts 
for  thofe  Alfe&ions,  termed  nervous,  which 
are  the  Concomitants  of  Fevers :  And  in 
the  Frofecution  hereof  he  frequently*  takes 
Occafion  to  fpeak  of  this  Fluid  to  be  thin* 
iharp,  hot,  fiery,  dry,  q re.  as  the  faline  and 
rigid  Parts  in  its  Compofition  are  by  the 
Diflemper  more  or  lefs  lubtllized,  or  more 
or  lefs  defrauded  of  its  humid  Parts  by 
Exhalation. 

.  .  >  -  *  * 

FURTHERMORE,  in  this  great 

Diforder  of  the  Confiitution,  and  inordinate 
Hurry  arid  ColluClation  of  the  Fluids,  fome- 
times  the  Solids  are  maintained  in  their 
Contractions  and  Motions,  until  the  Particles 

7 »  »  ,*  ; 

bither  introduced  from  Abroad,  of  gene- 
fated  in  the  Body,  which  cannot  be  afiimu- 
lated  into  homogeneous  Qualities*  are 
thrown  out  of  the  Cdurfe  of  Circulation 
by  the  natural  Difcharges,  by  Traiifpira- 
tion,  or  by  Abce  fees' :  and  the  aniiriajl 
Fluids  restored  to  their  natural  State.  But 
when  Matters  are  brought  to  this  pafs,  it 
happens  that  the  very  Means  of  laving  one 
Perfon,  may  prove  the  Deftrudion  of  many* 

S  %  others  ; 
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others  -0  befcaufe  what  is  thus  critically 
thrown  off  by  one,  hath  a  Faculty  of  ex¬ 
citing  the  like  Disorders  in  the  Fluids  of 
another,  when  it  is  infinuated  into  them  *, 
as  a  very  fmall  Quantity  of  fome  fermea- 
ing  Subfiances  will  communicate  its  Effi¬ 
cacies  a  very  great  Way,  and  put  very 
great  Parcels  of  Fluid  into  the  like  Agita¬ 
tion.  And  this  is  the  Way  by  which  a 
malignant  Fever  comes  to  be  infectious,  and 
a  Peftilence  changes  into  a-  Contagion  j  as 
Bellini  more  largely  explains  it  in  his 
XXV lllth  Preffojition  of  Fevers*,  from  the 
whole  of  which  it  is  manifeit,  as  Dr  .Mead 
hath  exp  re  Fed  it  in  his  fifth  Effay  ofFoifons , 
that  the  Ejfecls  of  the  one  are  the  Caufe  and  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  other. 


T  O  bring  then  this  nearer  to  the  Mat¬ 
ter  under  Examination,  the  Plague  which  is 
defcribed  in  the  foregoing  Pages,  was  brief¬ 
ly  and  properly  a  Contagion  *  and  by  all 
Accounts  of  the  belt  A  uthority,  That  which 


hath  made  fuch  va ft  De vacations  in  fome 
Parts  of  France ,  and  now  continues  to  rage 
amongft  them,  to  the  great  Terror  of  their 
Neighbours,  is  alfo  of  the  fame  Kind ;  and 
was  brought  to  them  in  Merchandize,  and 
by  a  Ship’s  Crew,  who  were  lick  of  a  pefti- 
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«  „ 

lential  Difeafe  all  their  Voyage  Home  from 
fome  Parts  of  Turkey  ^  in  neither  of  thefe 
there  being  any  Manner  of  Fault  chargeable 
upon  the  Air,  or  to  any  other  Caufes  before 
enumerated  in  producing  a  Fefr Hence. 

THE  Symptoms  of  That  now  Abroad 
are  reported  by  the  beft  Phyficians  amongfi 
them  to  be  fudden  Pains  in  the  Head ,  great 
Loathing  at  Stomach ,  Peaching  to  V )mk^  Ccnfier- 
nation ,  wild  Look .f,  trembling  Voice ,  Coldncft  in 
the  extreme  Parts ,  low  mecjual  Fulfil  Palencfi^ 
Delirium ,  Convulfions^  Carbuncles ,  Buboes ,  /ff/d 
Ve/ications,  purple  Spotsy  and  Hemorrhages  the  lafc 
are  certain  Forerunner s  of  Death.  All  which- 

j  ? 

more  or  lefs,  are  the  conflant  Attendants  of 
ail  pefHlential  Fevers, 

BECAUSE  then  there  is  fuch  a  va-ft 
Difference  between  a  F  eft  Hence  arifirg  from 
affignable  Caufes  in  the  Air,  &c.  and  a  Pe- 
(lilcnce  from  a  Contagion ,  as  to  the  prefervative 
Means  eipecially  againh  them  *,  and  that 
what  we  are  now  in  moft  Apprehenfion  of, 
is  of  the  latter  Kind  *  it  moft  concerns  us 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  Manner  of 
Infeftioo,  as  far  as  we  can  reafon  about  A- 
gents  fo  ext  ream  ly  minute  and  fubtle.  How 
all  other  Antecedents  to  a  Pc  ft  Hence  exert 

S  3  them* 
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themfelves  in  their  Influences  oyer  the  ani¬ 
mal  OEconpmy,  Bellini  has  brought  even  to 
a  Demonftration  •  but  as  to  a  Contagion,  he 
lays  little  j  which  therefore,  as  irrtrodu&o- 
ry  to  fome  following  Remarks,  we  Ihall 

.  •  '  J  J.  9  '*  '  i :  4 

here  infert. 

*  _  »  <  ,,  , .  :jr  ,  ^  •  * 

...  -  -  * 

c  As  this  Coagulation  and  Fufion  may  go 

*  on  fo  far  as  to  fet  at  Liberty,  and  perfpire 

*  through  the  Surface  of  the  Body,  or  with 
4  the  Breath  in  Refpiration,  many  noxious 
c  Particles,  which  may  be  fo  fubtil  and  a- 
2  ftive,  as  to  enter  the  cutaneous  Pores  of 

*  other  Perfons,  or  mix  with  that  Air  which 
€  they  draw  in  Refpiration,  and  when  got 
€  into  the  Body,  be  able  to  make  the  lame 
,?  Change  in  the  Blood,  both  as  to  its  Coa- 
£  gulation  and  Fufion  •  hence  it  comes  that 
f  fuch  a  Fever  proves  contagious ,  which  is 
t  an  infe  par  able  Requiflte  to  a  feftilential 

*  Fever.  ‘  ''  v  '  ’  >  >  ' 

•  a  *  >  p 

V  .■  »  ‘  *  •  -  — U'  ^ 

c  But  this  is  not  only  thus  brought  about  ■ 

*  but  alfo  the  didblved,  and  difperfed  Par- 

*  tides  may  longer  adhere  to  fome  inani- 
f  mate  Bodies  than  others,  as  to  Woollen 
c  and  Linen  deaths,  Papers,  &c .  and  thefe 
£  Particles  may,  by  the  Steam  of  a  living 
t  Body,  or  by  the  Means  of  any  other  Heat, 
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*  be  pyt  into  Motion,  fo  as  to  breath  out  of 
€  thole  Lodgments,  where  they  quietly  re- 
€  fided,  and  obtain  lb  much  Liberty,  and 
c  A£lion  on  all  fides,  as  will  carry  them  into 
€  the  cutaneous  Pores  of  any  Perfons  within 
c  their  Reach,  and  infe£t  them  ^  and  on  this 
c  Account  a  pefiileme  may  be  brought  from 
c  very  dihant  Countries,  lying  a  long  Time 
€  in  fuch  Manner  concealed,  and  then  fudden- 
£  ly  breaking  out  •,  with  many  other  Ch> 

*  cumfhmces  of  like  Nature,. 

€  BUT  if  tfrefe  fubtile  and  aflive Partk 
c  cles  be  of  that  Nature,  that  they  can  pe^ 
&  netrate  the  Pores  of  other  Animals,  and 
g  occafion  a  like  Coagulation  of  their  Blood, 
g  not  only  Men,  but  Brutes  aifo,  will  be 
4  leized  with  a  Peftilence  j  but  this  does  not 
c  always  very  neceffarily  happen  1  bscaufe 
€  the  Blood  of  Animals  is  different  from  hu~ 
c  mane  Blood,  fo  that  although  thefe  Par- 
f  tides  are  luppofed  to  get  into  it,  it  does 
•£  not  therefore  necetfarily  follow  that  they 

*  muh  vitiate  it,  any  more  than  will  Aqua 
c  Regia  diflfoive  all  kinds  of  Metals but 

*  yet  Brutes  of  all  kinds,  or  fome  of  them 
c  only,  will  be  feized  equally  with  Men, 
•€  when  this  fubtile  and  a£Hve  Ferment, 
£  which  penetrates  the  Surface,  is  of  that 

S  4  f  Nature.^ 
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Nature,  as  will  taint  the  Blood  of  other 
Animals  with  thofe  peftilential  Requifites. 


c  AS  this  kind  of  Contagion  then  can 
€  eafily  proceed  from  an  infeded  Perfon 
£  at  a  great  Difiance,  as  often  as  the  noxi- 
1  ous  Particles  can  reach  another  Perfon, 
c  and  give  that  Degree  of  Coagulation  and 
c  Fufion,  as  is  neceftary  to  a  T  eft  Hence  the 
c  more  aggravated  then  will  be  thisCalami- 
€  ty,  and  more  eafily  fpread,  when  a  health- 
€  ful  Perfon  is  near  to  one  already  infeded  *7 
€  and  yet  much  more  worfe,  if  it  is  in  Con- 
c  tad  with  thofe  Parts,  which  more  plen- 
£  tifully,  and  with  a  greater  Impetus ,  breath 
c  out  infeded  Steams,  as  if  the  Air  arifmg 
£  from  the  Mouth  and  Lungs,  which  muff 

c  be  extreamly  hot,  or  the  Perfpiration  ol  a 

.  *  • 

£  Carbuncle  when  it  is  greatly  inflamed  • 
z  for  in  this  Cafe  the  exhaling  Particles 

*  will  be  in  their  greateft  Adivky  when 
£  neareft  the  recipient  Body,  and  Hkewifb 
£  more  denfe,  that  is,  more  numerous,  and 
1  coufequently  of  greateft  Efficacy* 

c  B  U  T  it  is,  not  every  one  that  is  feized 

*  toith  a  FeftilevQe  from  Contagion,  by  Means 

*  of  Steams  exhaling  from  any  particular 
f-  Parts  of  the  Body  *  but  only  when  thefe 
■  Steams,  and  the  Air  it  felf,  hath  joined 
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€  with,  and  interfperfed  through  it  Par- 
€  tides  of  vitiated  Faculties, *7  and  then 
c  this  Kind  of  Fever  will  eafily  be  communi- 
c  cated,  and  neceffarily  enfue,  not  only  on 
c  Account  of  what  gets  into  the  Body  with 
c  the  inlpired  Air,  but  becaufe  alfo  the  whole 
c  Body  is  fur  rounded  with  fach  an  InfefHon, 
c  wherein  the  noxious  Particles  floating  a~ 

*  bout  on  all  Sides,  will  endeavour  to  pene- 
€  trate  through  the  Pores  upon  the  Surface, 
c  and  get  that  Way  into  the  Blood  ;  for  ah 
c  though  the  Skin  is  thicker  upon  the  Sur- 
€  face  of  the  Body,  than  that  Pellicle  cover- 
c  ing  the  Veffels  in  th$  Lungs,  and  for  that 

*  Reafon  it  requires  longer  Time  for  luch 
c  Particles  to  get  that  Way  into  the  Blood, 
c  and  the  Habit  of  the  Body,  yet  it  is  no 
c  Argument* that  they  cannot  get  that  Way 
<  at  all,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Juices. 

B  Y  this  we  are  able  to  gather,  that  when 
a  Fever  from  fome  Faults  in  the  Non-naturals 
comes  to  the  higheft  Degree  of  Malignity, 
it  jnakes  fuch  a  Change  in  the  animal  Fluids 
as  renders  fome  Parts  of  them  poifonous,  and 
capable  of  exciting  the  like  fermentative 
'Motions,  wherefoever  they  come  into  a  pro¬ 
per  Subject,  without  any  of  thofe  procatar- 
hic  Caufes  as  gave  Rile  to  the  Fever  of  the 
Perion  ferzed, 
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O  F  what  Nature  then  this  Poifon  is  we 
inay  conje£hire  from  the  Circumftances  of 
its  Produ£Hon.  All  animal  Bodies  do  more 

V 

or  lefs  generate  a  Salt  *,  or  rather,  in  Pro* 
portion  to  the  Strength  of  their  digeftive 
Powers,  do  they  more  or  lefs  fubtilize  the 
faline  Particles  which  are  taken  in  with  their 
necefTary  Nourifhment.  This  is  abundantly 
manifeft  in  the  Diftillation  of  many  animal 
Subftances,  which  plentifully  yield  a  volatile 
Salt.  But  indeed  in  the  Competition  of  this, 
in  a  natural  and  healthful  State,  there  i$ 
joined  a  very  fubtilized  Sulphur  or  Oil • 
winch  contempers  and  foftens  it  into  a  Fit- 
nefs  for  the  Purpofes  of  the  O Economy : 
And  under  this  Modification,  it  become^ 
the  Principle  of  Vitality,  and  the  chief  In¬ 
strument  of  animal  Aftion }  riot  unlike  what 
this  is  conceived  to  be,  is  the  common  Sal 
volatile  oleofum ,  or  any  other  Spirits  drawn 
from  odorous  Bodies. 

'  '  '  ’  '  > >  I  .  00 

I T  matters  not  what  Names  Perfous 
gleafe  to  diffinguifli  this  by,  in  an  humane 
Body  *,  but  that  feme  what  of  this  Kind  is 
naturally  the  Produce  of  its  digeftive  Pow¬ 
ers,  in  the  higheft  Degree  of  Comminution 
or  Subtiiization  they  are  capable  of  bring- 


ing  any  Thing  to,  no  one  will  queffion ;  and 
that  thofe  minute  Threads  or  Fibres,  of 
which  the  whole  is  a  Compofition,  are  ani- 

i 

mated  by  it  j  or,  to  fpeak  more  ftri£Hy,  owe 

to  it  their  Elafficity  and  motive  Faculties. 

r-  .  .  *  * 

IT  is  hoped,  that  no  one  who  hath  been 
accuftomed  to  Reafonings  of  this  Nature^ 
will  find  any  Difficulty  in  conceiving  fucli  a 
Difference  of  Principles,  fo  finely  blended 
together,  as  here  fuggeffed  of  a  laline,  and 
an  oleous,  or  humid  Subftance :  And  who- 
foever  reads  Bellini ,  or  any  others  who  have 
wrote  in  the  fame  Manner,  will  find  conti¬ 
nual  Regard  had  to  thofe  two  Principles, 
even  in  the  animal  Spirits  ^  for  without  it 
there  can  be  no  Notion  had  of  what  is  fo 

i  ;  r  - 

frequently  mentioned,  and  which  by  their 
Effe&s  we  find  muff  be  true  of  them^  that 
they  are  too  dry,  hot,  active,  fiery,  and 
the  like  ^  or  too  humid,  vapid,  fluggiff^ 
vifcid,  &c.  And  it  is  further  equally  ma- 
nifeff,  that  in  Proportion  to  the  greater  or 
jeffer  Degrees  of  Motion  in  thofe  Fluids, 
from  whence  this  fubtile  Compofition  is 
generated,  and  the  Concuffions  of  thofe 
fine  Threads  into  which  it  is  feparated, 
will  it  err  in  one  or  other  of  the  foregoing 

i' '  ,  ‘  .  0-0 

Extremes, 

i  *■  * 
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IN  a  Fever  therefore,  where  the  animal 
Fluids  are  in  the  higheft  Degree  of  Agita¬ 
tion,  and  from  Caules  too  of  a  coagulating 
Nature,  it  ought  to  be  no  Wonder  that  even 
this  fubtile  Union  fhould  be  in  fome  Mea« 
iiire  diifolved,  and  the  fofter  and  more  humid 
Parts  broke  and  exhaled,  fo  mueh  as  to 
leave  the  more  rigid  and  faline  ones  not 
only  unfit  to  lubricate  thole  Elaftick  Threads, 
wherein  they  refide,  but  lharp  and  pointed 
enough  to  {Emulate,  contra#,  and  harden 
them  into  all  Lofs  of  Motion* 

A  S  the  Definition  like  wife  of  this  Nexus 
in  ib  fubtile  a  Fluid  leaves  the  faline  Parts 
capable  of  injuring  even  that  O Economy 
which  gave  it  Exiflence,  fo  may  its  V olati- 
lity  favour  its  Efcape  in  a  great  Meafure  by 
Tranfpiration,  fo  as  to  aite#  alio  other  Per¬ 
form  within  its  Reach  ^  and  Thefe  with  all 
other  Particles  of  like  Nature,  which,  by  an 
Over-Agitation,  and  fermentative  Motion  of 
the  animal  Fluids,  are  feparated  from  the, 
fofter  and  lubricating  Compofitions  with 
which  they  were  naturally  joined,  and  which 
by  their  Volatility  tranfpire  and  float  in  the 
Air,  we  take  to  be  the  true  contagious  Mi af- 
that  convey,  propagate,  and  continue  a 
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Fe ft  Hence ,  after  the  Caufe  fir  ft  railing  it  ceafes* 

NOR  will  this  feem  ftrange  to  any  who 
are  accuftoitied  to  reflect,  how  many  Sul> 
ftances  are  changeable  into  a  poifonous  Na¬ 
ture,  which  before  were  not  only  inoffenfive, 
but  uleful  to  the  Purpofes  of  Life.  Some 
Minerals,  whofe  faline  Parts  in  their  Pro¬ 
duction  are  naturally  blended  with  good 
Quantities  of  Sulphur,  are  harmlefs,  and 
good  Alterants }  but  when  by  any  Means  thole 
Principles  are  feparated,  the  faline  Parts  be¬ 
come  ftrong  Emetich  and  Catharu'cks ,  even  to 
the  Degree  of  a  Poifon.  Who  does  not  know 
that  Antimony  may  be  taken  crude  in  large 
Quantities  without  any  manifeft  Effect,  but 
that  the  Chymift  can  take  fomewhat  from 
it,  that  in  few  Grains  fhall  operate  beyond 
the  Power  of  a  ftrong  Conftitution  to  beat  ? 

THOSE  Arrows  of  Death  therefore 
that  make  fuch  dreadful  Slaughter  in  a 

Cant atr ion*  are  the  animal  Salts  of  inferred 

* 

Perfons,  fet  loofe  from  their  natural  Combi¬ 
nations,  and  fubtiiiZed  into  the  higheft  De¬ 
gree  of  Volatility,  by  the  Agitation  and  fer¬ 
mentative  Motion  of  a  Fever.  And  the 
Buboes,  Carbuncles,  &c.  in  a  F  eft  Hence  7  are 
nothing  elfe  but  Collections  of  Particles,  or 

Cea- 
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Cbalefcences,  formed  in  fuch  irregular  Mo¬ 
tions,  and  thrown  out  of  the  Courfe  of  Cir¬ 
culation  by  thofe  neceifary  Laws  whereby 
every  Thing  is  rejeTed,  that  cannot  be  ailF 
milated  into  homogeneous  and  like  Proper¬ 
ties :  The  Matter  of  which  Excretions  is 

4 

likewiie  of  fo  fiibtile  and  fermenting  a  Na¬ 
ture,  that  if  introduced  into  the  Fluids  of 
another  well  Perfon,  it  excites  there  the 
lame  Motion  and  Diforder. 

...  % 

THIS  change  of  animaL  Subftances  into 

a  Poifoin  is  too  common  a  Truth  to  want 
/ 

any  Atteitation  to  thofe  who  have  been  but 
indifferently  converfant  in  Natural  Enqui¬ 
ries.  Audit  is  greatly  to  our  Purpofe,  that 
even  thofe  Creatures,  which  are  generally 
deemed  poifonous,  do  require  certain  Degrees 
of  Heat,  and  animal  Aflion,  to  exalt  their 
Juices  to  fo  high  a  Degree  of  Volatility, 
as  to  put  on  the  Properties  of  a  Poifon,  and 
afl  as  fuch  upon  other  living  Creatures  ;  info- 
much  that  it  is  not  only  a  common  Obfer- 
Vation  that  thefe  Animals  lole  their  poilb- 
nous  Nature  when  remov’d  into  Climes  col¬ 
der  than  what  is  natural  to  them,  but  that 
alfo  they  are  not  fo  venomous  in  their  own' 
Climates,  at  the  cooler  Seafons  of  the  Year, 
as  in  the  mo  ft  fultry, 

BUT 


BUT  the  Cafe  of  a  mad  Dog  entirely 
comes  up  to  that  of  a  Contagion  from  a 
Fever.  When  the  hotter  Seafons  of  the  Year 
throw  that  Creature  into  Madnefs,  it  is  ma- 
nifehly  from  a  great  Increafe  of  Velocity 
and  Motion  in  the  Fluids,  which  brings  on 
what  is  equivalent  to  a  Delirium  7  by  an  addi¬ 
tional  Impetus  upon  the  Brain,  and  for  want  of 
fo  much  Room  through  the  Skin  for  Tran- 
fpiration,  as  in  other  Animals  7  the  chief 
Evacuation  is  by  the  Glands  of  the  Mouth : 
That  is,  in  fliort,  the  Dog  hath  a  Feverpvhicb 
breaks  the  natural  Texture  of  the  juices^ 
difengages  and  fubtilizes  the  more  rigid  or  fa- 
lineParts,and  critically  difcharges  them  by  the 
moft  convenient  Outlets  the  Creature  is  fur- 
nilhed  with,  changed  into  fuch  a poifonous  Na¬ 
ture,  that  wherefoever  they  come  to  mix  with 
the  Juices  of  others,  they  excite  in  them  the 
like  inordinate  and  mifchievous  Alterations. 

THIS  Theory  likewife  might  be  further 
illuftrated  by  many  Inftances  from  inanima- 
ted  Fluids,  which  are  capable  of  being  put 
into  Fermentation  by  a  very  fmall  Portion 
of  Matter,  and  which  fliall  by  fuch  an 
Agitation  from  new  Particles,  or  Molecule 
having  Properties  of  communicating  the 

lame 
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fame  Effects  to  another  quiefeent  Fluid  ^  not 
much  unlike  what  we  fee  in  the  Communica¬ 
tion  and  Propagation  of  Fire,  which  is  ex¬ 
cited  and  carried  on  in  proper  Subje&s  from 
the  minute#  Beginnings,  and  increafing  alfo 
in  its  Own  Force  as  it  fpreads. 

v;  '  1*  i  ^  .LX  ii-  ■--* 

a 

WHEN  a  Perfon  therefore  falls  into  a 
Fever  from  any  epidemic,  or  other  more 
private  Caufe,  and  that  Fever  riles  to  fuch  a 
Degree  of  Malignity  as  is  always  fuppofed 
in  a  Tefillence ,  as  far  as  any  Effluvia  do  exhale 
from  that  Perfon,  fo  far  may  he  be  laid  to 
have  round  him  a  contagious  and  poifonous 
Atmosphere  •  becaufe  there  tranfpires  from  him 
lhch  Particles  as  will  excite  in  other  Animals 
of  like  Conftitution,  the  fame  fermentative 
Motions  as  thofe  to  which  they  owe  their1 
own  Origin. 

A  LT  HOUGH  therefore,  in  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  epidemical  Difeafes,  and  during  the 
-Subliftence  of  their  common  Caufes,  parti¬ 
cular  Regard  is  to  be  had  to  thefe  Caufes, 
and  the  Manner  whereby  they  affett  the  Peo¬ 
ple  *  yet  when  it  is  come  to  this  pafs,  that 
the  Fever  it  felf  is  produRive  of  a  Poifon,  or 
fomewhat  intirely  difagreeable,  that  commu¬ 
nicates  the  fame  Impreffions  upon  others, 

without 
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without  any  Concurrence  of  the  fir  A  Caufe^ 
then  fuch  a  Fever  is  truly  a  PeAilence  by 
Contagion,  and  all  precautionary  Regards 
ought  peculiarly  to  be  fuited,  to  prevent  its 
Infection  dr  Spreading  ^  either  by  keeping 
the  well  Subjects  clear  from  the  lick,  or  de- 
Aroying  the  Influence  of  the  poifonous  Ex¬ 
halations,  or  fortifying  the  found  againA  it* 
But  to  thefe  Ends,  it  is  neceffary  to  have 
fome  tolerable  Notion  of  the  Manner  how 
thefe  fecret  Deflroyers  are  continued,  and 
conveyed  to  great  DiAances* 

T  H  E  moA  cotnmon  Manner  of  convey¬ 
ing  and  fpreading  a  Contagion,  obfervable 
in  the  preceding  hiAorical  Collections,.  and 
which  alfo  is  the  Cafe  of  our  prefect  Ap- 
prehenflons  from  Abroad,  is  by  infe&ed  Per- 
fons,  and  Merchandise  ;  it  being  atteAed  by 
too  many  FaCts  to  admit  of  the  lea  A  Doubt^ 
that  even  Packs '  and  Bails  of  Goods  carry 
the  poifonous  Miafmata  about  with  them  3 
and  from  the  Nature  that  we  here  fuppofe 
this  Poifon  to  be  of,  nothing  is  more  likely 
to  preferve  it  than  animal  SubAancds,  as 
Hair,  Wool,  Leather,  Skins,  c becaufe  the 
very  Manner  of  its  Production,  and  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  its  Origin,  Teems  to  give  it  a  greater 
Affinity  with  fuch  SiibAances  than  any 

c/  * 

T  other. 
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other,  and  to  difpofe  it  to  reft  therein  until 
by  Warmth,  or  any  other  Means  of  Diflodge- 
meat,  it  is  put  into  Motion,  and  railed 
again  into  the  ambient  Air. 

T  0  know  how  thefe  Effluvia  come  to 
have  fiich  fatal  Influences  over  Mankind, 
and  to  underhand  their  Progreflion  from 
the  Hr  A  Seizure,  to  the  End  of  that  Di- 
Aemper  they  gave  Birth  to,  requires  too 
many  Precognita  from  the  Mechanifm  of  the 
animal  O Economy,  and  the  Agency  of  fuch 
minute  InAruments,  to  be  particular  about,  in 
the  Compafs  here  Limited.  And  a  Reader 
who  is  duly  fitted  for  fuch  Enquiries,  will 
find  the  utmoA  Satisfaction  from  Bellini  of 
Ewers,  and  Dr.  APcad  of  Poifons  *,  how  the 
Blood,  and  all  the  Secretions  therefrom,  are 
affeCted,  and  changed  by  fuch  Caufes. 

W  E  fliall  here  therefore  only  fuggeft 
Lome  Hints  concerning  the  Suddennefs  of 
their  Seizure,  and  their  Energy  of  Opera¬ 
tion.  And  this  will  not  be  difficult  to  con- 

w  \  .  X  ; 

ceive  by  thole  who  are  acquainted  with  that 
imiverfal  Property  of  Matter,  whereby  it  is 
more  or  lefs  determined  to  draw,  and  unite 
again,  w lien  feparated  into  Parcels,  according 
to  the  greater  or  leffer  Affinities  of  their 
Figures,  Solidities,  and  Quantities  of  Motion. 

• .  .  •  As 
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As  nothing  therefore  in  Nature  is  fuppofed  to 
fcear  a  greater  Similitude,  than  in  this  Cafe 
the  natural  animal  Salts  do  with  what 
hath  been  fubtilized  and  fet  on  Float  in 

'•  ,  *  11  .  •*  ■*  ■  t 

the  Air,  it  can  be  no  Wonder  that  when  the 
Ambient  is  fated  with  the  latter,  they  rea¬ 
dily  join  with  the  former,  as  foon  as  they 
are  received  into  the  Body.  And  this  is  fup- 
ported  by  the  Authority  even  of  Bellini , 
who  allows,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  XXVIUth 

i 

Proportion ,  that  the  Antecedents  to  a  peftilen- 
lential  Fever  do  fometimes  vitiate  the  Spi¬ 
rits  immediately  in  Quality^ 

t  *  *  i  /  •  <■,  .  .1 

A  S  the  ordinary  Courfe  therefore  ol 
producing  Fevers  is  by  difordering  the  Blood 
fir  ft  in  Quality,  with  fuch  Mixtures  as  coagu¬ 
late  it,  that  is,  as  make  it  unequally  fluid, 
fome  Parts  being  thinner,  and  others  thicker 
than  natural  “  fo  by  thefe  extreamly  fubtild 
Effluvia,  in  a  Contagion ,  the  Spirits  are  deftroy- 
ed  in  their  natural  Texture,  and  the  more 
rigid  and  faline  Parts,  by  a  Combination  with 
the  venomous  Spicula ,  changed  into  Difpofi- 
tions  definitive  of  that  Conftitution  they 
were  before  deftined  to  preferve,  Whofo- 
ever  then  considers  what  muft  be  the  necefia- 
ry  Confequences  of  fuch  an  immediate  De¬ 
pravation  and  Change  in  that  Fluid,  which 

T  2  .  is 


17  6  The  Caufes  and  Cure 

is  an  abfo'lute  RequTite  to  all  animal  Adion, 
will  not  at  all  wonder  at  any  of  the  Affe¬ 
ctions  which  are  commonly  enumerated  as 
the  Concomitants  of  a  Contagion  •  artd  a  tole¬ 
rable  Acquaintance  with  the  O  Economy,  by 
the  Help  elpecially  of  the  Authors  before 
referred  to  on  'Fevers  and  Poifons ,  will  enable 
any  one  to  account  federally  for  their  Pro¬ 
duction. 


THIS  then  being  the  Cafe  of  a  Contagion , 
that  a  Perfon  having  a  Fever,  critically  throws 
off  poifonous  Ejfaivia}  which  were  generated 
during  fuch  irregular  Motions  of  the  animal 


Fluids,  infomtich  as  to  cliffufe  for  fome  Di- 
fiance  round,  what  will  in  fe  d  other  Perfons 
within  their  Pleach  ;  and  that  fo  many  have 
got  this  Infeftion;  that  no  Part  of  the  Air, 
for  fome  Trad  of  the  Country  together,  is 
free  from  them ;  the  poifonous  Jjtmofpkeresy 
if  they  may  be  fo  termed,  of  the  infeded^ 
extending  and  mixing  into  one  univerfil,  com¬ 
mon  Contagion  ■  this,  1  fay,  being  the  Gale 
here  under  Examination,  why  any  at  all  fur- 
vive,  muft  be  owing  either  to  the  Goodnefs 
of  their  Conliitution,  or  to  proper  Means  to 
dr  fend  againft  its  Infedion,  or  to  conquer  it 
when  received  \  which  naturally  brings  us  to 
coufider  thefe  two  important  Ends,  of  Prefer- 
nation  and  Cure .  AS 
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A  S  for  the  Firft  of  thefe,  the  common 
Experience,  of  meaner  People  being  rnohly 
parried  off,  admonishes  all  to  live  upon  as  nu¬ 
tritive  and  generous  a  Diet  as  can  be  procured', 
and  fuch  Things  as  not  only  yeild  due  Nqu- 
rifhment,  but  Plenty  of  Spirits,  and  what 
eafdy  perfpires.  For  there  are  many  Things 
of  good  Nourishment,  that  are  not  eafdy  per- 
fpired  -0  fuch  as  all  light  and  vifcid  Subftan- 
tces,  as  Pork,  Fish,  and  the  like,  which  there¬ 
fore  are  very  apt  to  go  into  Fermentation, 
and  generate  Corruption  ^  in  fhort,  whatever 
even  the  common  People  have  Notions  of, 
as  apt  to  bring  Surfeits,  ought  to  be  avoided, 
asid  fiich  Means  of  Sub  fill:  a  nee  complied  with, 
as  generate  a  warm,  rich  Blood  ^  and  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Ways  of  Living  at  other 
Times,  fnould  every  one,  except  thofe  who 
accuflom  them  (elves  to  Riot  and  Excels- 
indulge  himfelf  at  a  higher  Rate* 

ROASTED  Meats  are  by  all  preferred 
to  boiled,  and  if  Pickles  and  high  Sauces  are 
ever  to  be  encouraged,  it  is  on  thefe  Occasi¬ 
ons  *,  and  Garlicky  Shallot ,  Onions,  &c.  are  ex- 
trc  imly  ferviceable,  and  preferable  to  the 
hot,  dry,  fpicy  Seafonings,  becaufe  their 
pungent  V oiatiKty  feems  naturally  covered 

T  3  with 
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with  a  Softnefs,  or  balfamick  Quality,  mor^ 
agreeable  to  the  Nature  of  animal  Spirits. 
To  which  Purpofe  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  in  the  Hihories  of  many  Pehilences, 
Notice  is  frequently  taken  of  the  Exemption 
of  Jews,  and  People  who  deal  much  in  Rich 
Fare,  from  Infection.  And  it  is  cuhomary 
with  fome  experienced  Sailors,  to  lay  in 
great  Stores  of  fuch  Things  again#  their  Ar¬ 
rival  at  infefted,  and  unwholfome  Countries. 

T  H  E  R  E  is  alfo  a  very  hrift  Regard 
to  be  had  to  the  Firmnels  and  Strength  of 

1  •  t  .  \  t 

the  Solids,  which  is  greatly  aihfted  by  mo¬ 
derate  Exercifes,  but  carefully  avoiding  too 


much,  and  every  Thing  that  occafions  too 
great  an  Expence  of  Spirits  at  a  Time, 
and  particularly  by  over-Warrnth.  But  to 

7  V  • 

this  Turpofe  I  cannot  conceive  any  Thing 
more  lerviceable  than  frequent  Immerilon  in 
cold  Water,  fo  that  the  Times  of  haying  in 
are  as  fliort  as  pofjfible,  the  Good  received 
hereby  being  chiefly  id  the  firfl:  Shudder 
and  Conftrihioii  *  and  it  is  particularly  to  be 
remembred,  tho3  the  preceding  Author  hath 

V  -x  *  ,  ’ 

omitted  it,  that  Watermen,  and  others,  whofe 
Occafions  imployed  them  much  upon  the 
River,  and  in  the  Cold,  buffered  lea#  in  the 
late  Sicknefs.  The  Ule  of  Vinegar,  and  other 
Jcids,  are  alfo  of  Service  for  the  like  Intention. 


YET 
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YET  befides  the  Helps  for  this  End  from 
common  Piet,  and  Way  of  Living,  A  ffifta ri¬ 
ces  may  alfo  be  had  from  Medicinal  Prefer- 
vatives,  flich  as  thofe  commonly  termed  An¬ 
tidotes,  confining  of  fpicy  yolatile  Particles, 
which  afford  a  natural  Pabulwn  to  the  animal 
Spirits,  and  by  carrying  into  the  whole  Habit 
a  line  fubtle  Oil,  the  better  fecyre  them  againft 
thofe  Contagions  Spicula  which  are  in  Readi- 
nefs  to  mix  with  them  *,  and  for  this  Purpofe, 
we  are  furmihed  with  a  molt  elegant  and 
ufeful  Medicine,  fmce  many  Authors  of  Note 
have  wrote  on  this  Subjeff,  which  is  the 
Sal  V'olatile  Oleofumy  if  it  be  well  loaded 
with  the  eifential  Oils  of  Spicy  Ingredients 
although  indeed  with  feme  ConfHtntions 
more  fetid  Compofitions  are  very  fultable^hut 
they  all  agree  in  carry  ing  into  the  Habit  fonie- 
what  that  both  recruits,  and  guards  theSpirits 
againh  any  foreign  Mixture,  or  from  unnatu¬ 
ral  Separations  of  their  faline  and  humidParts. 
And  to  the  fame  End,  in  robuft  Conflitu- 
tions,  who  have  been  accu  homed  to  fare  hard, 
the  Spirit  or  Oil  of  Turpentine  frequently 
drank  in  fmall  Dofes  m;ght  be  a  great  Means 
to  preferve  the  poorer  Sort  from  Infection* 
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BECAUSE  former  Writers  or>  thefc  Occa. 
fions  have  given  Formula  of  things  of  this  kind, 
much  more  prolix  and  inelegant  than  the 
prefent  Practice  is  accuflomed  to,  it  may 
not  perhaps  be  unacceptable  to  give  two 
or  three  Examples  more  conformable  to  the 
latter.  But  becaufe  I  judge  fuch  general  Pre- 
fcriptions  rather  of  Prejudice  than  Service, 
when  they  come  haftily  and  inadvertently  to 
be  required  by  the  common  People,  I  can¬ 
not  but  think  it  much  better  to  leave  fuch 
to  be  ordered  and  regulated  according  to  par¬ 
ticular  Perfons  Conftitutipils  and  Exigencies. 

A  S  to  thofe  preservative  Means  which  a 
Government  only  have  the  Power  to  provide, 
they  muff  likewife  be  left  to  thofe  who  have 
thatPower,bu%  with  due  Submiiiion  to  fuch, it 
is  conceived  that  removing  infe£ted  Perfons  is 
a  much  eafier  and  fafer  Care,  than  fhutting 
them  up  in  .great  Towns  :  And  it  was  certain¬ 
ly  the  greateft  Error  committed  in  the  late 
Plague  here,  as  our  Author  above  grievouily 
complains,to  confine  the  lick  and  well  together, 

IT  feems  a  Point  yet  in  Difpute,  whe¬ 
ther  great  Fires  at  fuch  a  Time  are  of  Service 
or  hurtful,  which  to  me  is  feme  what  wonder¬ 
ful,  becaufe  whoioeyer  confiders  the  NeceC 


fity  for  Air  in  Refpiration,  and  by  what 
Quality  it  becomes  of  fuch  real  Service  to 
the  Prefervation  of  Life,  cannot  think  fuch 
Fires  proper,  becaufe  they  deftroy  that  very 
Property  in  the  Air,  which  is  demonftrable  by 
innumerable  Experiments.  As  to  the  Diili- 
pation  indeed  of  pefHlential  Vapours,  or 
their  Deftruflion  in  any  Manner,  they  un¬ 
doubtedly  may  do  Service,  but  then  that 
ought  to  be  done  at  vafi  Difiances  only  from 
where  People  inhabit.  And  what  Fires  com- 
monOccafions  require  at  fuchTimes,are  rather 
to  be  made  with  fuch  Subfiances  as  abound 
with,  and  yield  a  nitrous  Salt,  becaufe  that 
Teems  to  be  the  chief  Support  of  the  vital 
Property  in  the  Air,and  fuch  are  our  common 
Coals  for  every  one  knows  how  much  more 
all  Wood-Fires  are  fuffocating,  and  give  a 
Languor,  and  Flatnefs  to  the  Spirits. 

P  R  E  S  E  R  VA  T  I V  E  Fumigations  are 
largely  talked  of  by  all,  on  theie  Occafions, 
and  they  with  good  Reafon  deferve  to  be 
prafiifed,  becaufe  while  the  Poifon  is  on  Float 
in  the  Air,  it  may  undoubtedly  be  entangled 
fo  as  to  lofe  its  Power  of  afling  as  fuch  ; 
but  then  for  this  Purpofe  fuch  Things  ought 
to  be  ufed  as  exhale  very  fubtile  Sulphurs, 
as  the  fpjcy  Drugs  and  Gums.  And  on  this 

Ac- 
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Account  I  fufpeCf:  Wood-Fires  to  be  bad, 
bee  an  fe  they  raife  into  the  Air  a  very  grofs 
and  vifeid  Humidity,  which  is  not  only  very 
unfit  to  lay  hold  on,  and  unite  with,  theex- 
treamly  minute  A  gents  that  are  to  be  provided 
again#,  but  alfo  carry  into  the  Lungs  with 
the  Air  in  Refpiration,  fuch  Particles,  as 
difpoie  of  themfeUes  to  Vifcidities,  and  fuch 
Changes  in  the  Blood,  as  are  the  Production 
of  the  worft  Fevers,  without  any  other  co¬ 
operating  Caufe  for  the  Fire  only  forces  out 
that  Moifture,  which,  while  a  Tree  is  in  its 
Growth,  naturally  perfpires  from  it  *,  and  how 
an  Air  fo  impregnated  is  like  to  be  of  Service 
againft  a  Peftilence,  any  one  may  loon  be  a 
Judge,  who  confiders  thole  Kinds  of  Fevers 
which  are  moft  commonly  epidemical  in 
.wood-lanjL  Countries. 

SUCH  Drugs  however  as  are  from  a 
vegetable  ProduCHoiuand  abound  with  fiibtile, 
volatile  Parts,  are  of  Service  to  be  exhaled 
into  the  Air  this  way,  both  by  their  Fitnefs 
to  join  with,  and  cover  thole  venomous  Svicula 
that  are  on  float  *,  and  to  mix  with  the  Ani¬ 
mal  Fluids  by  Refpiration  and  Infmuatibn 
into  the  Pores,  whereby  they  convey,  as  it 
were,  an  Antidote ,  wherefoever  the  Poifon  is 
able  to  penetrate,  and  which  groffer  Va¬ 
pours  can  by  no  means  do,  OF 


OF  this  kind  are  eheifiy  St  or  ax,  Benjamin^ 

•* 

Erankincenfe ,  and  all  the  Aromatick  Roots  and 
Woods  ;  and  amongR  them  all,  I  cannot  think 
the  Smell  of  Tar ,  Fitch,  &c.  is  inferior  in 
any  Refpe£ts,  where  its  Scent  is  not  particular¬ 
ly  offenfive.And  thefe  Things  fhouldbe  burnt 
at  fuch  DiRances  of  Time  from  each  other, 
that  the  Air  may  be  always  fenfibly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  them. 

B  U  T  as  fome  have  fad  Apprehenhous 
from  the  Air  being  Rill,  and  as  it  were  Rag- 
nant  at  fuch  Times,  and  not  without  good 
Reafon,  as  it  favours  the  ColleRion  of  poilb- 
npus  Effluvia,  and  aggravates  an  Infection  *  for 
the  Prevention  of  which,  it  is  propofed  at 
certain  Intervals  to  fire  off  great  Guns,  and 
the  like  :  I  cannot  but  imagin,  that  for  this 
End,  it  would  be  much  more  effectual  to  let 
off  fmall  Parcels  of  the  common  Pul  vis  Ful- 
minans ,  in  fuch  Openings  of  a  large  Town,  as 
Squares  and  Market-Places;  for  whofoever 
hath  been  accuRomed  to  any  Experiments 
with  this  Compofftion,  muR  have  perceived 
a  much  greater' Shock  given  to  the  Air  by  its 
Explofion,  than  by  the  largeft  Pieces  of  Ord¬ 
nance;  infomuch  that  if  any  Objection  can 
lie  again#  the  Practice  of  this  in  London, 

iiiculd 
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iliould  there  be  Occafion,  it  is  the  crafie  Con- 
dition  of  the  City  Buildings,  which  perhaps 
may  not  well  (land  its  Shocks,  were  they  to 
be  made  with  good  Quantities  of  it  at  a  time. 

THE  Matter  likewile  of  this  Compofition 
in  foine  Meafure  befpeaks  its  Ufefalnefs  for 
thefe  Purpofes  on  other  Accounts,  befides  its 
Elafiick  Force,  becauie  it  diifufes  into  the  Air 
great  Quantities  of  that  nitrous  Salt,  which 
is  known  to  add  much  to  its  Serviceablenefs 
in  Life :  And  whofoever  confiders  how  much 
clipper  this  is  to  be  procured,  and  how  much 
eafier  praftifed  than  the  firing  off  Guns,  eipe- 
cially  in  the  Middle  of  great  Towns,  cannot 
but  be  defirous  to  try  it,  in  Cafe  of  fuch  Ca¬ 
lamities  as  are  now  with  too  much  Reafbn 
feared  *  it  may  not  therefore  be  unaccepta¬ 
ble  to  gire  its  Compofition  here. 


ft  Sal,  Nitri  Partes  iij.  Sal.  "tartan  P.  ij.  SuU 
pour  is  P.j.  optime  mifceantur  in  Aiortario ,  par  am 
tepefaEloy  &  fervetur  ad  ufuum  vafe  bene  obturate. 


T  H  1  S  is  order’d  in  a  warm  Mortar,  and 
to  be  kept  dole,  becauie  the  Salt  of  Tartar  is 
apt  to  imbibe  a  Moifture  from  the  Air, which 
hinders  its  Exploilon.  A  Drachm  or  two 
put  in  as  cioie  a  Heap  as  poilible  upon  an 
:  »  .  Iron 
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Iron  Plate  over  any  Fire,  will  in  a  little  Time 
gooff  with  a  Report  ^ndConcuffion beyond- 
that  of  any  Gun  whatfoever  ^  fo  that  in  a 
calm  Seafon,  and  an  Infected  x4ir,  great  Ser¬ 
vices  may  undoubtedly  be  had  from  its  fre-* 
quent  Practice. 

->  •-  v  t-y  "  -  . 

A  S  to  the  curative  Fart  in  Rich  a  terrible 
Vifitation,  it  cannot  be  expeRed  that  Rules 
can  be  given  fuitable  to  every  one’s  Cafe  but 
by  fuch  as  attend  upon  them,  and  the  moil  that 
can  be  in  general  laid  down  to  this  Purpole., 
may  be  collected  from  the  preceding  Trea¬ 
tise  of  Dr.  Hodges.  Although  as  to  the 
Choice  of  Mexlfharmich^  they  are  certainly 
beR  that  are  moR  fubtile,  and  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  carried  by  the  Courfe  of  Circulation  into 
the  fined  Precedes  of  the  Conftifcution,  where- 
Into  it  is  manifefl  the  extream  Subtilty  of 
the  peRilential  Poifon  is  capable  to  enter  * 
And  among#  all  of  this  Glafi,  I  take  Camfhirs 
to  be  much  the  more  preferable ;  which  there¬ 
fore  I  would  propole  tiot  only  to.be  repeated 
in  proper  Doles  to  an  infe£led  Perfon,  till  a 
due  Crips  is  obtained,  but  alfo  now  and  then 
gVen  to  thofe  who  are  well,  by  way  of  Pre^ 
vention.  And  becaufe  fome  Perfons,  not- 
withRanding.  what  has  been  before  laid,  will 
Be  pTealed  with  fome  general  formula  to  thefe 

Pur~ 
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f  .  *  .  ■ 

Purpoies,  the?  following  are  offered  to  Be 
complied  with,  or  varied,  at  every  one’s  Dif- 
cretion,  who  is  a  judge  of  fuch  Matters. 

,  •  -  ■  t  < 

Conferv.  Ruta,  Floe.  Rorifmar .  ana  §  j.  Spe- 
cles  diambra  fine  odoratis  3  J*  Balfam.  e  Mocha 
5  fs.  fnlv.  Croci  and.  9  j.  5j/r.  Balfam .  q.  f.  ut 

i*  .  i 

F.  El  dinar  km  y  cujus  fum .  quantitatem  N.  M. 
omni  mane ,  ^  Wi  fomni  fiuperbibendo  FFauflu- 
lum  V'inl  albi  Lisbonenfisy  vcl  Hlfpanicf  tepcfaSii. 

To  the  Night  Dofe  of  this,  may  be  added 

-  •  ;  •••  *  / 

fome  times  2  or  3  Grains  of  Camp  hire ,  eipe- 

cially  if  a  Per  ion  feels  any  Indifpofition  that 
requires  a  breathing  Sweat,  fome  may  per- 

■J  *  A.  . 

haps  like  the  folio  whig  better. 

Bt  Conf.  Rut  a  §  j.  Adit  hr  id.  ^  fs.  Tulv .  F<?/. 
Scordij  3  j*  Contrayerv.  Serpent arij  Virgin. 

5  fs*  Sal.  volat .  V'iferar.  Creel  angl.  ana  9  j.  5yr; 
Balfam.  q*  f  ut  f.  El  eft.  fumend.  codem  mode. 


lyl  Confdi .  Tracaflorij _/;#£  Aielle ,  Mithrid.  and 
§  Is.  Bell  veriy  Terra  Jap  on.  j*  Caftor.  Sal  is 

fuccin.  Croci  angl.  ana  9  j.  Confdi.  Alkerm.  fine 
odoratis  q.  f.  ut  F.  Ekcluarium  ad  ujum  fraddlumf 
precipue  h.  fomni 


besides 
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-  *  ’ »  •  *  •'  -  .  •  „ 

BESIDES  a  precautionary  Ufe  of 
thefe  with  proper  Dif titers,  a*nd  under  the 
Dire&ion  6f  thole  who  are  Judges  7  fome 
Security  may  poffibly  be  had  from  odorife¬ 
rous  Subflances  to  fmell  to,  efpecially  at  a 
Time  of  converiing  with  the  inferred  *  for 
which  Pur  pole  I  know  of  nothing  fo  grate¬ 
ful  and  efficacious,  as  the  Volatile  Sal  Arms- 
niacy  well  impregnated  with  the  effentiai 
Oils  of  Aromatick  Ingredients,  and  as  it  is 
to  be  procured  dry,  to  be  kept  in  fmall 
Bottles, from  a  careful  Diftillation  of  the  com¬ 
mon  Sal  Volatile  Oleofum.  But  if  in  any  Cafes 
more  fetid  Subftances  are  preferable,  Com- 
pofitions  may  be  eafily  made  of  fuch  from 
Ruey  FeatherfeWy  Galbanumy  AJfa-fatiddy  and  the 
like  for  thefe,with  fome  Perfons  agree  better 
than  more  grateful  Scents* 

FREQUENTLY  to  diifolve  in  the  Mouth 
the  following  Lozenge r,  or  fomething  like 
them,  I  alfo  imagine  may  be  of  Service  - 
efpecially  to  thofe  who  are  converfant  in  in¬ 
fected  Places. 

T^l  Boll  veri  opt*  ^  j.  ‘Terra  Japon.  o  ij.  Corah 
rub.  Mar  gar  it .  opt.  Icvigat .  Flor.  Benz ..  ana  5  j.  fs. 
oh  dunam,  gut.  xij.  Sacchar,  albtf  lib.  j.  Mucclag , 
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Xhnvn  Tragacanth.  in  aq.  Rofar.  Dam.  q.  f.  form.  In 
Troch.  ad  ufum  fr&dittum.  For  thole  who  like 
it,  may  be  added  fome  Ambergrtafe  ^  enough 
to  give  a  light  Scent  of  it. 

PRESERVATORY  Evacuations  of 
alt  kinds  are  much  difputed  in  thele  Cafes, 
and  not  worth  our  particular  Regard  in 
this  Place  ^  for  thus  much  is  plain  to 
all  who  who  are  competent  Judges  in  fuch 
Mattel's^  that  but  very  few  Circumftances 
can  juftifie  them  •  becaufe  every  Evacua¬ 
tion,  unleft  that  of  Perfpiration,  gives  more 
Liberty  for  any  Thing  noxious  without, 
to  infinuate  into  the  Pores,  as  there  is 
made  thereby  left  Refinance  to  its  Admiffi- 
On  *  not  to  fay  any  Thing  of  the  Danger  . 
in  fuch  a  PratHce,  by  leiTening  at  the  lame 
Time  the  Quantities  of  Spirits  and  Strength, 
which  cannot  but  be  mifchievous  :  And  par¬ 
ticularly  ought  all  Perfons  at  fuch  Times 
to  avoid  too  lax  a  Temper  of  Body  for 
which  Purpofe,  thefe  prefer vatory  Means 
juft  hinted  at,  mofrly  tend  to  aftringe  the 
Bowels,  and  increaie  Pertpiration* 
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